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FOREWORD 



ITH the commemoration of the one-hundredth anniversary" of the opening 



V V of Fifth Avenue, our Association was presented with a unique opportunity. 
The history of Fifth Avenue had been told many times — and well told, but 
the previous books emphasized only certain phases of the Avenue's greatness. 
There was needed a survey comprehensive enough to bring together the forces 
embraced in the Greater Fifth Avenue of the twentieth century and the tradi- 
tions of the old Fifth Avenue. It has been our endeavor, through this volume, 
to trace the romance, art and industry of the Fifth Avenue section as a continuous 
historical development from 1824 to 1924. 

This Centennial History, therefore, represents a serious effort to achieve civic 
and historic value, to make our book worthy of the Centennial Celebration which 
inspired it. The history contains new material and corrects some of the old. Its 
new pictures are an enrichment of the Avenue's history which is too obvious to stress. 

We have used the word civic with a purpose. As we study the expansion 
of Fifth Avenue from a rural highway to a national symbol, the observation is 
forced upon us that its development was shaped and conditioned by civic con- 
sciousness, expressed through organized effort. These constructive influences were 
centralized in the Fifth Avenue Association, which was formed in 1907 at a time 
when destructive forces were without a check, either in law or in public opinion. 
Seventeen years ago the rapid northward growth of the city threatened the per- 
manent injury of Fifth Avenue and the great shopping and residential district, 
of which it is the main artery. The Fifth Avenue Association entered upon its 
work at the psychological moment which divides chaos from control. A brief 
summary of major activities is, therefore, properly a part of this Centennial History. 
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Convinced that commercial progress and the growth of land values are the 
direct consequences of organized communal effort, The Fifth Avenue Association 
worked out a definite civic program, to which it has adhered since its foundation, 
and in the carrying out of which it has been fortunate in having the co-operation 
of other civic bodies — notably the Save New York Committee, under the able 
chairmanship of J. Howes Burton, who was instrumental in moving the garment 
trades to Seventh Avenue. 

The program of the Association had the single purpose of safeguarding the 
highest standards of the section. Projecting signs were taken down; sidewalk 
obstructions were cleared away; the streets in the section were widened; increased 
police protection was provided; peddlers and loiterers were barred. The problem 
of traffic regulation received scientific study, and the system now in operation, 
symbolized by the great bronze traffic towers presented by the Association, has 
been an example for the whole country. Never losing sight of the fact that art 
and industry go hand in hand, the Association has promoted architectural harmony 
and presents yearly prizes for the best new buildings and the best altered build- 
ings. The Fifth Avenue Association functions in its civic work much like the 
traffic tower functions in the field of traffic regulation. 

In closing this foreword, it is our pleasant duty to thank the author of this 
work, Henry Collins Brown, for his zeal and industry. With him, our General 
Manager, Captain William J. Pedrick, worked in the closest collaboration, organiz- 
ing research activities and supervising the selection of material. Every page 
bears evidence of his critical and untiring efforts to make this volume worthy of the 
Centennial Celebration. And, working earnestly with him, credit should be given 
to our secretary, Thomas W. Hughes, whose counsel regarding the various prob- 
lems arising in the production of this work was invaluable, and to Frederick N. 
Sard, our Centennial Director of Research and Publicity, who, in collaboration 
with our own Research Department, organized the necessary critical analysis and 
checking up of the text. As a result, we are justified in making the assertion that 
this Centennial Volume is as accurate as humanly possible. 

We were most fortunate in having the co-operation of prominent New Yorkers 
as members of the Advisory Body for the Centennial Celebration. The Chair- 
man of that body, Robert W. De Forest, and an associate, William Rhinelandcr 
Stewart, rendered active assistance in the preparation of parts of the text. Credit- 
is likewise given to The Fifth Avenue Bank, whose two excellent monographs, 
" Fifth Avenue" (1915) and "Fifth Avenue Events" (1916), were freely consulted 
in writing this history. 

The Chairman of the Publication Committee, Franklin Simon, gave his time 
and his thought without stint. I lis co-operation merits this special acknowledgment. 

To all of these, and to those unwittingly omitted, wc offer our sincere thanks. 

THE FIFTH AVENUE ASSOCIATION, INC. 

John H. Towne, 

Chairman of the Board of Directors. 

Robert Grier Cooke, President, 
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"Shanty Town" covered Fifth Avemte east itf Central Pari till lata in the '60s. Frail wooden shacks perched high on rocks 

covered the section ce now call "Millionaire's Raw" 



Old Fifth Avenue 

"The Counsel reports thai the Superior Court hn.s confirmed proceedings of trie Commissioners of 
Estimate and Assessment in the opening of Fifth Avenue from its 'commencement at Art Street* 
to 13th Street. The Street Commissioner recommends it to %0 into effect Noveml>er first next, 
and it is Resolved that the Street Commissioner he directed to take necessary measures to carry 
the opening into effect. Report Approved and Resolution adopted." — Minutes of the Common 
Council, September 27, 1824. 
"Now Waverly Ptwc. 

IT would not be easy for men of to-day to picture the rural setting of the 
region lying north of Washington Square in 1824. As yet the land retained 
traces of its primeval loneliness. With the exception of several additional 
farmhouses there had been but little change from Colonial days. The Indian 
trails, the roads made by grazing cattle and the country lanes which connected 
one little farm with another, were the only crossways. On the opposite page we 
present a map of the City as it appeared just before the Revolution, which gives a 
clear idea of the topography. It was drawn, as the superscription quaintly tells us, 
"by his Excellency's Most Obedient and Humble Servant, B. Ratzer, Lieut, in his 
Majesty's 60th Royal American Reg.", then stationed on Governor's Island. It 
was engraved, we are further informed, by "Thos. Kitchin, Sculpt, and Engraver 
to his late Royal Highness, the Duke of York," etc. It is all very charming and 
delightfully reminiscent of New York as a loyal Province of his "Britannick 
Majesty" in America. 
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This is the now famous Ratzer Map, one of the very few valuable and authentic 
maps of early New York. It shows the contour of the land through which Fifth 
Avenue was subsequently constructed — its hills and valleys, brooks and rivers, 
marshes and rivulets. These hill-and-valley days were preserved for many years 
in New York by the old "hill horses," with their tinkling bells and clanging 
whifflctrccs, stationed at intervals along the street-car lines, on the East side. 
As if to predict the coming of Fifth Avenue, on this map is shown " Inclenberg," 
the home of Robert Murray, the site of which was later east of Fifth Avenue and 
38th Street. From this family came the name "Murray Hall." 

Down Fifth Avenue itself from 21st Street, flowed a sparkling brook, in which 
"speckled beauties of the finny tribe" could still be caught within a few years 
before our story opens. At Ninth Street this brook meandered west to the Hudson. 
A few venerable citizens still remain who recall the days of quail and duck shooting, 
over covert and thicket, where now stand stately office buildings and luxurious 
homes of commerce on New York's most famous thoroughfare. As yet there was 
not the slightest hint of the marvelous transformation soon to come. 

But the young city was growing with giant strides. An immense tide of 
foreign immigration was setting in. The old citadels of society — Battery Place, St. 
John's Park, Bond Street and Stuyvesant Square — feel the pressure of the advanc- 
ing hosts. Room must be had for expansion. A survey of the entire city is ordered, 
under John Randel, of whom it was said that no error was ever discovered in 
his work; and a map, based on this survey, is to be prepared by a Commission 
appointed by the Common Council. Gouverneur Morris, Simon Dc Witt and John 
Rutherford are named Commissioners. 

After ten years' labor the results of this Commission's efforts are embodied 
in what is known as the "Commissioners' Map" — the first official plan adopted 
by the city for its future growth. The map was published by William Bridges 
and was dated March 22, 1811, On it appear two parallel lines extending from 
Washington Square northward to the Harlem River, and on them for the first 
time in any document appear the significant words, FIFTH AVENUE. Our 
readers will share with us, no doubt, the pleasure we had in examining this unique 
and interesting old map, so intimately associated with the birth of our now famous 
Avenue, and will appreciate our reproduction of the original copy which we show 
on another page. 

Although title to Fifth Avenue from Art Street to 13th Street was acquired on 
August 2, 1824, the actual work of construction did not begin until the first of 
November, 1824. The following are the dates when the City acquired title to the 
various sections of Fifth Avenue, as shown in the official dockets of the Bureau of 
Design, of the Office of the President of the Borough of Manhattan. 
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Waverly Place to 13th Street August, 1824 

13th to' 24th Street May, 1830 

21st to 42d Street October, 1837 

42d to 90th Street April, 1838 

90th to 106th Street April, 1828 

106th to 120th Street April, 1838 

124th to 129th Street April, 1838 

130th to 135th Street May 18, 1868 

135th to Harlem River April 21, 1864 



From the north side of 120th Street to the south side of 124th Street (where 
Mount Morris Park appears), the Avenue suffers its only interruption in its 
progress to the end at Harlem River. 

The first section extended from Art Street (now Waverly Place) to Ninth 
Street. As will be noted in the various dates given during the construction 
period, the Avenue was not opened all at one time, nor in consecutive order. 
The causes for these disjointed operations can be found in the irregularity of the 
topography of the Island — in some stretches elevations of considerable height 
were encountered, and these for obvious reasons were temporarily avoided. 
The Commissioners, themselves, make a significant statement on this point 
in their report: 

"It is not improbable that considerable numbers may be collected at Harlem before the high hills 
to the Southward of it shall he built upon as a city; and it is improbable that (for centuries to come) the 
grounds North o!' Harlem flats will be covered with houses." 

A large area between 23d and 34th Streets, which the city originally planned 
to leave as a park or parade ground (sec map), and the Elgin Botanical Gardens, 
between 47th and 51st Streets, still in private hands, had also to be considered. 
It was consequently quite natural that the work should be undertaken as 
circumstances dictated. 

For such a lusty centenarian, the Infancy of Fifth Avenue gave no indication 
of its coming splendor. Although the street was begun in 1824, its residents were 
slow in selecting it as the future fashionable highway. The patricians of Stuyvesant 
Square and other exclusive social sections were loath to leave those pleasant regions, 
redolent of the antique past. It was nearly a quarter of a century after its opening 
that building on the Avenue gave promise of its future importance. Dickens, as 
late as 1842, gives it never a word. The director)" of 1851 includes a large number 
of vacant lots between Washington and Madison Squares. But after the Civil 
War progress was immediate and on a scale of elaborate grandeur never before 
witnessed in this city, or in the country at. large. 

Having seen the Avenue fairly launched on its amazing career, it will now 
be our pleasure to stroll up this Mayfair of the Western World, and recall the 
stirring events of which it has been the scene, as well as the famous men and women 
who lived there. Much of the social history of Old New York is bound up in the 
brown stone and mortar of those homes of long ago. And while we talk, we shall 
also continue our history of this famous street, which starts so appropriately from 
that noble arch erected to the memory of Washington, at the beginning of the 
Avenue. 
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SAILOR SNUC HARBOR ESTATE. 

Map of Sailers' Snug Harbor 



The Mayfair of the Western World 

It is pleasant to think that the most noted Avenue in the western world starts, 
one might say, with a benediction. The old Randall farm out of which has grown 
that magnificent benefaction to old mariners — Sailors' Snug Harbor — marks the 

w formal beginning of Fifth Avenue. 

J L^r.^j^ \~ The Sailors' Snug Harbor culminates a romance of 

the sea. The inheritance of Captain Robert Richard 
Randall, which was the nucleus of the vast Snug Harbor 
estate, was the fruits of the exploits of his father, Captain 
Thomas Randall, freebooter and commander of the 
"Fox" privateer, notable in the pre-Revolutionary war 
between the English and French. Captain Randall's 
services during the Revolution were warmly commended 
by Washington, and he was coxswain of the barge that 
rowed the first President to the place of inauguration. 
His son, Robert Richard Randall, bought what was 
known as the "Minto" farm, and the story is told that 
in making his will in 1801, being childless, he consulted 
his attorney, Alexander Hamilton, as to its disposition. 
Hamilton, the story has it, made the oracular answer, 
"It came from the sea — let it go back to the sea." It 
may be interesting to note that the value of the farm 
was then 325,000, It is now said to be worth twice as many millions. 

Across the street and sharing with the Randall farm the distinction of marking 
the beginning of the Avenue, is the Rhinclander property, which has remained in the 
same family up to Eighth Street for one hundred and twenty-five years. The deed, 
dated July 8, 1796, from Coll McGregor to John Rogers conveys a tract of land 
formerly part of the estate of Sir Peter Warren, founder of Greenwich Village. 
The property conveyed by this deed was contained within the approximate limits 
of the present Greenwich Avenue and a line continuing the same as far as the 
present corner of North Washington Square and Fifth Avenue on the south, and 
Eighth Avenue on the west. 

The large brick house at the very beginning of 
the Avenue (southeast corner facing Washington 
Square) is built on Sailors' Snug Harbor property. 
A former mayor resided there — the Honorable 
Edward Cooper, son of Peter Cooper, founder of 
Cooper Union. 

When Fifth Avenue was opened in 1824 the 
city still lay far to the south. By a whimsical, though 
not unkind twist of fate, the most formal and stately avenue in the world had its 
roots in Greenwich Village — a region less formal and more Bohemian than any other 
part of town. Until late in the last century the Village was still a little hamlet way 
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A Family Carriage — Early Fifth 
Aneiute Days 




"One of the Busiest Coriuvs in Town." Fifth Avenue and ^2d Street is it appeared in rf5j. Front a contemporary drawing 
hy Wail, taken from the Lotting Observatory. F.ngratxd by Bill. In possession of the Museum of llie City of New York 
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NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 

New York University ris it stood in Washington Square 
about 1835. Morse invented the telegraph and Draper made 
the. first pholograplis here, 'while members of ilte faculty 



off in the country, to which visitors rarely came, unless with trunks and bags, 
prepared to stay at. least a fortnight. Washington Square, where the Avenue 
begins, was a Potters' Field originally and had for years interred the waifs and 

wastrels of the growing city. It had 
also been used for public execu- 
tions. But all this unsavory past 
was forgotten when the city took 
over the land, drained the surface 
water, filled the crevices, and covered 
it with bright green sod. A new 
fence, freshly painted, gave it an air 
of privacy; and presently the pretty 
little Park became deservedly pop- 
ular. It was much frequented by the 
crack regiments for parades. The 
War of 1812 was not so far distant, 
and all males were still under obli- 
gation to report each first of May, to go through the Manual of Arms and prove 
that they were ready for service at a moment's notice. A very rare and now 
famous picture — "The Seventh Regiment in W ashington Parade Ground'" — which we 
have reproduced, is an excellent visualization of the early aspect of the beginning 
of Fifth Avenue and shows interesting statuary and tablets of historical character. 

New York University, formally opened in 1837, 
whose impressive old grey Gothic towers show in the 
background of this picture, stood on the east side of 
the Square until 1894, when it was replaced by a 
spacious modern building which houses important 
branches of the University. The main buildings of 
the University, now located on University Heights, 
are among the show places of the city and one of 
its most valid claims to distinction is its "Hall of 
Fame." Two of the faculty of this old University 
achieved undying fame — Professor William Draper, 
who made the first image of a human face on a 
photograph (the original plate is now in the British 
Museum) and Professor S. F. B. Morse, who suc- 
cessfully developed the telegraph. It is said that 
Colt, the recognized inventor of the revolver, was 
also a student here. The Faculties of succeeding 
years included other famous names. 

As we proceed up the Avenue, the first house on 
the right (No. 1), a large square three-story brick, is a good specimen of the 
Victorian Age of Architecture. Back in the '50s it was a famous private 
school — Miss Lucy Green's. Among its pupils were Fanny and Jennie Jerome, 




Old house near Fifth Avenue on 4jth 
Street, apaut iSsi 
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Wiieue Fifth Avenue Begins 
Washington Square, as a Parade Ground in 1853 



IN the original lithograph, all the faces in the picture wore small photographs, «> that each member, 
of the Regiment could be readily identified. The building in the background is the New York 
University, now at University Heights. Statues to Garibaldi and to Holley, inventor of Bessemer 
steel, are also in tbe Square, and a tablet to Adam Roelantsen, first New York schoolmaster, is an 
interesting feature of the new building erected on the site of the old University. 
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daughters of the famous "Larry" Jerome. Jennie afterwards became Lady Ran- 
dolph Churchill, mother of the present Winston Churchill, erstwhile first Lord of 
the British Admiralty. Bayard Taylor was one of the visiting tutors in Miss 
Green's school, as were also Elihu Root, Lyman Abbott, John Fiske and John 
Bigclow. 

Subsequently No. 1 Fifth Avenue was occupied by William Butler Duncan, 
who, as a young man, was on the committee that arranged the famous ball given 



GRAND BALL AT THE ACADEMY OF MUSIC, TO THE PRINCE OF WALES, 
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"Petroleum is King." Origin of parading on Fifth Avenue. Tiiis slogan -was adopted in competition with "Cotton 
is King" at the time of Hit oil discoveries in Pennsylvania, A rare photograph about iS6a. The location is about 

Seventeenth Street and Fifth Avenue 



to the Prince of Wales (later King Edward VII) in the old Academy, October 
12, 1860. The venerable Peter Cooper was chairman of the General Committee 
of Arrangements, as may be noted from a copy of the invitation reproduced 
on this page. 

The old-fashioned Georgian house on the northwest corner- of the Avenue, 
facing the Square, was erected in 1839-1840 by William C. Rhinelander. Its archi- 
tect was Richard Upjohn, who, about the same time, was the architect of Trinity 
Church. Mr. Rhinelander occupied this house for nearly forty years. Later it 
was the home of his surviv- 
ing daughter, Miss Serena 
Rhinelander, until 1914. 
Since her death, the old 
house and two others adjoin- 
ing have been made over into 
apartments, retaining all the 
Georgian features and espe- 
cially the height of the old 
houses. It was her nephew, 
William RhinclanderStewart, 
who lived at No. 17 Wash- 
ington Square, and his near 
neighbors who are to be 
credited with the erection of 
the beautiful Washington Arch which marks the stately beginning of the Avenue. 

The Washington Arch commemorates the Centennial of the inauguration 
of George Washington in New York City on April 30, 1789, as first President of the 
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Fifth Avenue's Romantic Staht— Greenwich Village. A Bit of the Artists' 

Colony in Mac-dougaix Alley 

GREENWICH VILLAGE is of decided aristocratic lineage and is by no means an unworthy 
sponsor for the imposing avenue to which it Rives birth. Founded by Admiral Sir Peter 
Warren, whose monument stands today in Westminster Abbey among the great of England's 
dead, it has always stood high in the affections of New Yorkers. 

Lord Fitzroy married a daughter at the Admiral's, and he afterwards became Baron Southampton. 
Abingdon Square recalls another daughter, who became the Countess of Abingdon. 

The great Sir William Johnsnn, w hose influence with the tribes of the Six Nations threw the balance 
of power on the side of the British during the French and Indian War, vvasV nephew of the Admiral's. 
Brought out by him, the boy became a power in the new world, and was the prim-ip.il figure in ending 
the French dominion in America. 

Etienne de Lancey, the Admiral's father-in-law, became Lieutenant Governor of the Royal Province, 
and, in his term, was called upon officially to sign the L'harterof Kings College, now Columbia; so, to 
a certain extent, this great University has its origin in the roots of Fifth Avenue, 

The Bible on which Washington took the oath as First President is also a Greenwich possession. 
That fine old philanthropy, the House of Refuge, was also the work of a Greenwich pastor, the Rev, 
M. Stanford. 

Here lived Tom Paine, author of "Common Sense," which crystallized the sentiment that success- 
fully brought on the Revolution. Here, also, came Hamilton, wounded unto death in his duel with 
Burr, Richmond Hill, Hurts home, from which he emerged on that fateful morning, was at one time 
a garden spot in Greenwich Village. Col. Jonathan Trumbull, the famous early American portrait 
painter, lived here in the same house that later was to be the home of Edgar Allan I'oe. 

General Lafayette visited its famous Public School, Grove Street, No. 3, in the year that the 
opening of Fifth Avenue began. It was selected as the best example of the 1'ublic School System as 
established by the "Free School Society of New York," says the record. And, finally, Washington 
himself, on a visit to General Morton, records in his diary that he "Walked part Mr. Williamson's 
garden," Opposite. 
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Thk I'rovincetoivn Playkrs 



TIMS now celebrated band of players may tint yet rank with " N'orthumberland's Men," the 
famous strollers to which the immortal Sliakcspcare Ixlongcd, but they have made valuable 
- contributions to the contemporary stage. Their building is an Kt-livery stable, and the seats 
are wooden benches, with not too comfortahle cushions, It is another romantic background for the 
stately Avenue. 

They recently revived "Fashions," an American play by Cora Mowatt, originally produced at the 
Park Theatre in 1845. In its day it was proclaimed in London as "the first genuine American drama." 
The revival was a great success and ran for many months. 

W hen it is recalled that the beginnings of the theatre in New York. City are interwoven with 
the rise of the Fifth Avenue section, as a social and literary center, it is interesting to contrast the 
plays sponsored by such organizations as the Provincetown Players with the mid- Victorian dramas 
of the nineteenth century that delighted Madison Square society, 

The old and the new ever intermingle, and it is worthy of note that experiments in the theatre 
find a sympathetic setting in the section in which Fifth Avenue had its roots. 
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United States. A careful research of the records justifies the belief that this is the 
only arch in the world erected by private subscription to mark a historical event. It 
was designed by Stanford White and built of white marble. The span of the arch 
is thirty feet, the height of the opening forty-seven feet and the total height seventy- 
three feet six inches. Of the original Committee of Citizens formed for its erection, 
Henry G. Marquand was chairman; Louis Fitzgerald, vice-chairman; Richard 
Watson Gilder, secretary, and William R, Stewart, treasurer. For many years the 
pedestals on the north front remained vacant. In 1913, under the chairmanship of 
William R. Stewart, a new committee of which Jacob H. Schiff was treasurer, and 
Clarence W. Bowcn, secretary, was formed to raise funds to provide two marble 
groups. In May, 1916, the group on the easterly pedestal, with Washington as 
General of the Continental Army as the central figure, the work of Hermon A. 
MacNeil of New York, was put in place. The westerly pedestal was filled in 
February, 1918, by a group, with Washington as President in the center, the 
work of A. Stirling Calder. 

At No. 6 lives Lispenard Stewart who has resided In that house since his birth 
in 1855. At No. 32 lived Amos F. Eno, whose father built the Fifth Avenue Hotel. 
Mr. Eno left a large bequest to Columbia University. Henry Bergh, who founded 
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, lived at No. 17. This insti- 
tution has adhered to its program since its inception, and its w T ork has become a 
model for similar philanthropies throughout the whole country. 

At the southeast corner of the Avenue and Eighth Street stands the 
old residence of John Taylor Johnston, probably the first marble dwelling 
house in the city of brownstoncs. Mr. Johnston's house was so famous that 
groups of trippers from the country, so it is said, stood in front of it with 
mouths agape, staring at its splendor. The house was completed in 1855. 

Back of the house was Mr. Johnston's stable, the upper story of which he 

converted into an art gallery in i860. 
Later on it was enlarged by construct- 
ing a second gallery on the adjacent 
stable to the west. This was the first 
art gallery of any importance, public or 
private, in the City of New York. And 
it was the first art gallery ever freely 
opened to visitors. Admission was by 
card on Thursdays. Cards were freely 
distributed through Mr. Johnston and 
several of his friends to ail applicants. 
It was Mr. Johnston's gallery that un- 
doubtedly created to a large extent 
8m**l iioui, Fm Amm ®M 8m tnc desire for a larger and more public 

institution of this kind which was afterwards realized in the formation of the 
present Metropolitan Museum of Art in 1870, with Mr. Johnston as its first 
president. Every year Mr. Johnston gave an artists' reception in his galleries to 
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Henry Berth's great viork for ike prevention of crmity to animals may not quite seem so important in this uutomabih age. I'ifly 
years ago this story was different. Mr. Bergh is the figure in the "plug " hot at left. From a sketch in Harper's Weekly, iSj& 



which all artists of any standing in the city were invited and at this artists' 
reception was always served the famous punch which Charles Astor Bristed 
celebrated in song. Mr, Aspinwall, Mr. Belmont, Mr. Vandcrbilt, Mr. Stewart 
and others later on followed Mr. Johnston's example in making collections of 
pictures. 

Among the more important pictures in Mr. Johnston's collection was Frederick 
E. Church's "Niagara," now in the Corcoran Gallery at Washington, and Turner's 
*■* Slave Ship," now in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, as well as Winslow Homer's 
" Prisoners from the Front," now in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York. Mr. Johnston's collection unfortunately was dispersed in 1877. It con- 
tained excellent examples of the modern American and French schools. 

In the next block at No. 14, Isaac M. Singer, who had just commenced the 
introduction of sewing machines, lived in 1860, and more recently the genial 
humorist, Mark Twain, had his home there for many years. General Daniel E. 
Sickles, one of the heroes of Gettysburg and a picturesque figure in the seventies 
and later, w r as a near neighbor. 
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Delmonico's, at Fifth Avenue and 14th Street, 1858, Northeast Corner, 
Fokmi.kly hie (jRiNNri.i. Mansion 



IT is difficult for the present generation to realize the former importance, socially and commeaially, 
of the families engaged in shipping. Practically all of the great fortunes prior to the Civil War 
w ere made in shipping. Grinnell, Minium & Co. were anions the largest. They owned a great 
fleet of sailing ships trading to all parts of the world. The "Flying Cloud" was one of their most 
famous. It held the [COOld for the run to California in the "Gold Rush" period — less than ninety days. 
It ivas one of the crack clippers built by that great ship builder, Donald Mack-ay. 

Mr. (irinnell was a puhlic-?pirited citizen, a founder of the Union League Club and of the 
American Geographical Society. His brother was no less famous, organizing the relief expedition to 
search for Sir John Franklin, Grinnell Land in the arctic is named after them. On page 42 we have 
described the career of Delmunku's while occupying this house. 
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The Shingles. Farm, at Fifth Avenue aku 14th Street 



THIS picture shows the farmhouse, from a painting made in 1848, oi the second home of the 
Spinglers and was located where the Van Beuren house now stands on 14th Street, built by 
Mrs. Mary S. Van Beuren, a granddaughter and principal heir. For years this old house retained 
its farm-like atmosphere with vegetable garden, tows and chickens. It was said to be the most expensive 
pasture land known to agriculture. The original farmhouse stood back about 375 feet from the Avenue. 



1331 



Fifth Avenue — Old and New 




Fifth Avenue's Early Tributaries. The Boston Post Road running through Union Square to Madison, connecting iz'ith Fifth 
Avenue, then called the Middle Road tit distinguish it from the Albany Past Rand (ices!) and the Boston Post Road (cast). 
Hie, building in center, erected by tin- important bank during, great yclloa' fever scourge (1821), would be corner Broadway and 

tfih Street to-day 




Union Square Thirty Wars Later (1X53). From a contemporary drawing by Boriiel, hitherto unpublished. Collection Nao 

York Historical Society 
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At No. 24, corner Eighth Street, still stands the house built by Henry Brevoort 
from plans by the celebrated architect of that day, A. J. Davis, who designed 
the Sub-Treasury in Wall Street. It passed into the possession of the dc Rham 
family in 1850, but has again 
come into the possession of the 
original owners through Mrs. 
George F. Baker, Jr., a descend- 
ant of the Brevoorts. Our photo- 
graph of this house is also of 
particular interest, as it was 
taken by Professor Moore of 
Columbia College about 1842 or 
1843. It was printed on "salt 
paper," the first known method 
of taking photographs, and is un- 
doubtedly the earliest outdoor 
photograph ever taken in New 
York; we are indebted to 
Columbia College Library for 
this unique item. 

This old house was also the scene of an event that caused a profound sensation 
in New York society in the forties. The second "masked ball" ever given in New 
York was held lie re. This form of entertainment had hitherto been exclusively a 
foreign function. Among the guests, Miss Matilda Barclay, the charming daughter 
of the British Consul, in domino and mask, appeared as Lalla Rookh. Came also, 
Captain Burgwync, a young gallant from the South, with cap and bells and cockle 
shells aglistening all in a row. In spite of parental opposition the young couple 
were secretly engaged. At four o'clock, without changing their costumes, they 
contrived to secure a clergyman and were married before breakfast. When the 
news transpired, society was shocked. Forthwith, masked balls were placed under 
the ban, and suffered an eclipse for several years. 

Across the street is the famous hotel named after the old farm — the Brevoort 
House, opened in the second half of the nineteenth century. It was for years the 
favorite stopping place of all the English tourists, who avoided Broadway on 
account of the Indians, who, they w T crc told, roamed this thoroughfare. The 
Captains of the Atlantic Liners were said to be largely responsible for the popu- 
larity of the Brevoort among this class, and the frequency of their presence as guests 
lent color to the story. It still remains a popular house. Adjoining the Brevoort 
lived "Ik Marvel" when he wrote his now celebrated "Reveries of a Bachelor" 
while living in Mrs. Ludlow's boarding house. 

There are two notable churches at this point —the Church of the Ascen- 
sion, corner of Tenth Street, and the old First Presbyterian Church, 
extending from 11th to 12th Streets. The latter is where President Tyler 
married Julia Gardner, June 26, 1844 — the first time a Chief Executive was 
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Old Brevoort Mansion, Fifth Avenue and Sinth Street, 1S50. From 
a photo by Prof. Alvurc, Columbia University, taken in 1848 
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marricd while holding office. Both churches occupy block fronts, and arc richly 
endowed. 

For more than a century, Grace Church has been interwoven with the life 
of New York; its history and ideals are part of the historic fabric of Fifth Avenue. 
Some of the families who lived on Fifth Avenue in the '70s were: 

1 — Miss Frances A. Graham's school for girls (she succeeded Miss Lucy M. 
Green); 37 — Grosvenor House, northeast corner of 10th Street; 39 — George N. 
Miller; 41— Mrs. David S. Kennedy; 47— Mrs. Lead Hawley; 49— William W. 
Parkin; 51 — Eli White; 53 James Lenox; 55 — John Fishbcc Sheafe; 57 — Dr. 
James Lenox Banks; 81 — John Brooks; Daniel Parish, southeast corner of 16th 
Street; 87 — Dr. Robert G. Remsen; 99 — Robert Lenox Kennedy; Fifth Avenue 
Church (Dr. John Hall), southeast corner of 19th Street, afterwards moved to 55th 
Street and Fifth Avenue, 

6 — Lispenard Stewart; 8 — John Taylor Johnston; The Berkeley, south- 
west corner of 9th Street; 24 — Henry C. de Rham, northwest corner of 9th Street; 
32 — J. H. Gautier, southwest corner of 10th Street; 44 — Henry R. Remsen; 
46 — Aaron B. Belknap; 6U — Robert M. Minturn, northwest corner of 12th Street; 
62 — Charles M. Talbot; 66— Dr. Gunning S. Bedford; 90— Arthur Leary; 100— 
William H. Gcbhard; 102— Mrs. John Q. Aymar; 104— Israel Corse; 106— Peter 
Hayden; 118— Robert Winthrop; 128— Gordon W. Burnham. 

When the First Presbyterian Church moved from Wall Street to Fifth Avenue 
and 12th Street, James Lenox moved, in 1846, from his residence (formerly his 
father's, Robert Lenox), 59 Broadway, to his new residence on the N. E. corner 
of 12th Street (No. 53). 

In the same year his brothers-in-law moved to their new residences on the 
Avenue— William Banks from 16 State Street to the N. W. corner of 13th Street 
(No. 72) ; James Donaldson to the N. E. corner of 11th Street; David S. Kennedy 
to the S. E. corner of 11th Street. Later another brother-in-law, John Fisher 
Sheafe, moved to 55 Fifth Avenue, next to Mr. Lenox. In the early '60s Dr. James 
Lenox Banks moved to 57 Fifth Avenue. 

Until about a year or so ago, property on the Avenue below 12th Street re- 
mained in the hands of old families who refused to part with their early homes. A 
few deaths, however, have served to start the inevitable change, and already half 
a dozen homesteads have disappeared and luxurious apartment houses have been 
constructed on these sites. Contrary to the general expectation, this new develop- 
ment has iicrt altered fundamentally the residential character of this section. For 
once business has been diverted and has skipped all the territory from the Square 
to beyond 12th Street, due to the fact that Sailors' Snug Harbor property cannot 
be sold; yet in this neighborhood the blocks that house the older publishing firms 
have undergone commercial development. As we approach 13th Street we come 
to the Spinglcr farm, pictured on page 33. 
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Grace Church. A chunk inlcramen witk Ike social development of Fifth Avenue, although not directly on the Avenue, is Grate Chunk, wkitk, established in iSog by Trtnity, 
moved to its present Broadway buildings in 1846. The rtctery and garden of this church cover She site of old Henry Brevoart's homestead. The coming of the Cknrch of the 

Ascension and Grace Church definitely established the social importatice of Fifth Avenue 
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The Spingler farm was originally part of Elias Brevoort's farm on Fifth 
Avenue about 14th Street. Brcvoort sold it in 1762 to John Smith, a wealthy 
slave owner of New York, who built his country residence upon it. In 1788, 
this estate was sold to Henry Spingler fur about $4,750. Our picture shows 
this house as it appeared about 1848, standing west of Kifth Avenue. Spingler 
built another house on "the hill," but the land was taken by the City for Union 
Park (Square). His widow returned to this old house and lived in it until her 
death. It was finally demolished to make room for the Van Beuren house, built by 
Mrs. Man r S. Van Beuren, Spingler's granddaughter and his principal heir. To this 




UNION SQUARE, 

BJ.:o.\.D'WAY 1 Imtwi'v-ii Fourteenth Atid Fifteenth Streets, XtW YORK. 

BOARD, tt.Se PER DAY, 



T» J. COB * SOWj J'royrletoi'K, Cwmorir oj the nimsBi: hokw*. 

Tbt Spingler flame, on Union Square. From a- rare litkograpk in ilie collection of Robert Gockt 
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Residence of William J/, Halstead, ttortlnLcst corner Fifth Avenue and 14II1 Street, ilhoitt 1835, It tc-as afterwords 
altered and became successively Old Guard Armory, Midget Halt and Brewster J 1 Hall. One 
of the first homes mt lite Avenue 



day the Van Beuren place has a bucolic atmosphere, and until recently had vegetable 
and flower gardens, cows, chickens and barns, and all the appurtenances of a farm 
house. The cows grazed on the most expensive pasture yet recorded. 

At 14th Street we reach the northern boundary of Greenwich Village. Here 
begins a complete transformation in the character of the Avenue. Residences com- 
pletely disappear and business begins. 

On the northwest corner of Fifth Avenue and 14th Street, as shown in our 
rare photograph, stood the home of William M. Halstead, founder of the old dry 
goods firm of Halstead, Haines & Co., and occupied by him as his residence until 
his death. His children lived in the adjoining three houses on Fifth Avenue 
which he built for them — Mrs. John Kirtland Meyers in the first house,. William 
M. Halstead, Jr., in the next, Dr. Thaddeus M. Halstead in the third. Mr. 
William M. Halstead was the father of Mrs. John T. Terry, Mrs. S. Oakley 
Vanderpoel, Dr. WilliamS. Halstead (the famous surgeon of Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
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Brewster's Hall, N. W- Corner Fifth Avenue and 14th Street, About 1865 



THIS is the old Ilalstead House on page 39 as it appeared after alterations were made. This, 
later, became llidget Hall, and in the late '90s was occupied by Gregg Furniture Co. It is 
now a large office building. 
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IlKLwn from a rare photo In pcrt9M>ml «ew York HLsloriivJ Hocli-t)' 



Looking South on Fefth Avenue from 22b Street, 1870 

T^IIIS view taker, in the '70s shows the Union Club at right and the South Dutch Reformed Church, 



Rev. Roderick Terry, at 2 1 at Street. On the corner of 20th is the residence of R. L. Stuart, 



-A. now the site of the Preshytcrian building. Opposite, on the block, below, stood the famous 
T)r. John Hall's Fifth Avenue Church, In the distance arc seen the spires, of the Church of the Ascen- 
sion (10th Street), (Dr. John Cotton Smith), and the First Presbyterian (12th Street), (Dr. William M. 
Paxton), all noted divines in their day. This particular section at that time may be conceded to have 
been the most important, socially, on the Avenue. 
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Baltimore) and Richard H. ITalstcad, a prominent figure in Wall Street in the 
'90s. This corner afterward became the Armory of the Old Guard, that picturesque 
organization of veterans. 

On the northeast corner stood the house of Moses II. Grinncll, a famous 
shipping merchant. In the late '60s Delmonico took over this fine old mansion 
and thus confirmed the supremacy of the new social center. Its ballrooms mid 
dining rooms were the scenes of countless gatherings of wealth and fashion. The 
Assembly Ball was only one of its more special events. Nightly the building was 
filled with beautifully dressed women and men of national celebrity. It w r as said 
that no man ever attained eminence in the town who did not later pass through 
the portals of this world-famous establishment. It was here also that the 
"Patriarchs" was founded id 1872, as a sort of American "Almacks," and as 
they represented the cream of polite society of their day, their names are interesting: 



J. J. Astor 
Geo. Henry Warren 
De LANCS Kane, Jit, 
Win. Butler Duncax 
Lewis Coitord Jones 
B, J. Welles 
Edwin A. Post 
A. Gracie King 

ROBERT G, REMSEN 

W, R. Travers 
Isaac Bell 



F. G. d'Hauteville 
R. K. Livingston 
Theodore Roosevelt 
C. H. Remsen 
Levi 1'. Morton 
Aijcx. Van Rensselaer 
William Astor 
Ward McAllister 
Eugene A. Livingston 
E, Templeton Snelling 
Walter Langdon 



John w. Hammehsley 
Royal Phelps 
Frederick Siieuwn 
Lewis M. Rutherford 
Wm. C. Schekmekhobn 
Francis B. Rives 
J. Augustus Hamilton 
C. C. Goodhue 
Maturin Livingston 
Charles de Rham 



Delmonico's was started on William Street by two Swiss brothers, who opened 
a coffee, cake and confectionery room. The portico of this William Street house, 
we might say in passing, was taken from the ruins of Pompeii. Among other 
novelties the brothers introduced a female cashier, regarded as an example of the 

"new fangled ideas of these French," 
but which nevertheless was a most 
popular attraction. Joined then by a 
nephew, Lorenzo, first of the notable 
spirits of a notable family, its cuisine 
rapidly attained reputation among the 
business men. Philip Hone in his diary 
refers to it Indifferently; but Albert 
Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasury for 
twelve years, who might have been 
President had he not been a Swiss, 
gave his compatriots the benefit of his 
frequent patronage. 

Among the notable dinners given 
at this Fifth Avenue house was the one in honor of Professor Morse. In the 
grand ballroom there was a connection made with the first cable to Furope, and 
Professor Morse telegraphed the first cablegram from his table. In forty minutes 
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fifth Avenue and 14th Street, iS^j. View looking east on 14th, from Ike. Avenue. {From Valentine's Manual.) 
The !«s/ uall facing Fifth Avenue is still the same today {1924} exeept for the store alteration 



an answer came back and, followed by tremendous applause, was read to 350 
guests. Fifth Avenue is thus identified with another of the most important events 
in the City's commerce — the Atlantic Cable — as it is with its Art. 

Delmonico remained in this location until the rapid extension of the 
Avenue after the Civil War induced him to remove, in 1876, to the more 
luxurious building at Fifth Avenue and 26th Street, still fresh in the memory 
of many readers. 

On the southwest corner of 15th Street stood the Manhattan Club, the 
home of the "Swallow-tail Democracy." The plan for its organisation was first 
broached in 1864, and the first meeting of the Managing Committee was at 
Delmonico's on July 18, 1865, A committee was appointed to secure a 
permanent home for the club. They purchased the old Parker or Bcnkard 
Mansion at Fifth Avenue and 15th Street for 3110,000, a sum of great con- 
temporaneous import. The club was always famous for its kitchen. The late 
Colonel Henry Watterson, one of its most picturesque members, said of it: 
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Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, iglk Street and 
Fifth Avenue, adjoining Belmont House, aboitl 1SS0 



"With the Union Club and the Union League — its contemporaries — and the 
Century — its senior — the Manhattan Club links the life of primitive old New York 
with that of the wondrous great Metropolis." Its first president was John Van 

Buren, son of President Van Buren. Sam 
Ward, Joe Jefferson, W. J. Florence, "Oaky" 
Hall, Dion Boucicault and Commodore Van- 
derbilt used to foregather there. The club 
remained in its Fifth Avenue home until 
1890, when it migrated to the Stewart Man- 
sion, at 34th Street. 

Another famous club which originated 
in the Fifth Avenue zone is "The Lambs. " 
■ The parent Lambs had its origin in London 

<rf^1«\Ati]^Bik m when John Hare, Talbot Smith and 

Charles Collctte gathered a do7,en convivial 
friends and started a dinner club. Among 
others of the founders was Harry Montague, 
who, having been called professionally to 
America in 1874, established the New York 
Lambs. Their first meeting place, in 1877, 
was the Maison Doree Hotel, where they 
occupied one room for suppers. 
On the southeast corner of 15th Street and Fifth Avenue stood the New 
York Club, while on the northeast corner of the block above was the home 
of Levi P. Morton, banker, who 
succeeded to the high honors of 
Governor of New York State and 
Vice-President of the United 
States. On the northeast cor- 
ner of 16th Street stood the 
old Lorillard Spencer Mansion, 
originally the Gardner G. How- 
land house. On the northeast 
corner of 18th Street was the 
splendid mansion and art gallery 
of August Belmont, New York 
representative of the Roths- 
childs. The Belmont mansion 
was one of the centers of social 
life. Among the first of the large 
entertainments given here was 

the reception to the Japanese Envoys. This took place immediately after the 
ports of Japan had been opened to the commerce of the world, through the 
efforts of Commodore Matthew Gal braitli Perry, father of Mrs. Belmont, Prior 




Lorillard Spencer House, i6th Street and Fifih Avenue, about 
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A faiHOMS landmark in Old Union Square 



to this, Japan had been known as the Hermit Kingdom, and had no trade with 
foreign nations. In acknowledgment of his inestimable services, the United States 
Government presented the Commodore with a silver-plate service of great elegance 

and value. It was used in the Belmont 
house on great occasions. 

Glancing down 16th Street, a few 
doors from Fifth Avenue Is another in- 
stitution rich in historic interest — the 
Society of the New York Hospital — 
which was created by a Royal Charter, 
June 13, 1771. Tts history is, in a 
sense, the history of the city since the 
Revolution. Its original home was on 
the westerly side of Broadway, op- 
posite Pearl Street, and it received its 
first patients January 3, 1791. For 
many years it continued to be the only 
hospital in the City of New York, 
and, in addition to affording relief to the sick poor of the city, it became a 
famous center of medical instruction. On March 16, 1877, it moved into its 
present spacious quarters. The list of its governors, since its foundation, is a 




Marshall 0. Roberts House 
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roster of social distinction and eminent public service, including, as it docs, the 
names of John Jacob Astor, William Bayard, Aaron Burr, James W. Beekman, 
Robert C. Cornell, James Duane, Philip Hone, Abram S. Hewitt, John Jay, James 
Kent, Edward King, Dudley Murray, Charles E. Strong, Frederick D. Tappen, 
Richard Varick and Samuel Willets. 

It is only a few years since: the section which now occupies our attention was 
called the Paternoster Row of New York, because of the number of publishing 
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Old Chkkering Hall. An important musical center in the '70s and 'Sos. Corner Fifth Avenue and Street 
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Trotting Days on the Avenue, Harlem Lane, About 1870 



SEPARATE and distinct from the race-track was the old-time custom of trotting. Fifth Avenue, 
any pleasant afternoon, was filled with crack trotters on the way to a spin up llarlem Lane and 
out toward Jerome Part, The number of men in all ranks of life who were enthusiastic lovers 
of horse-flesh was surprising. It was by no means confined merely to the rich, although their names 
were most frequently in the papers. But all classes were represented. The butcher boy on the Bowery, 
who, by the way, drove a very swanky "cart" and at dangerous speed, as well as the Wall Street broker, 
all had something in common when it came to horses. 

Along in the afternoon hundreds of turnouts would be seen going up the Avenue and turning into 
the Park for a spin to Harlem, and many were the impromptu brushes on the road. 

No motor car can ever inspire the love an old-lime driver liad for his trotter. Even the names 
of trainers, like Budd Doble, were household words. 



Twenty-third Street m the '50s 



OUR picture shows a rather important residence of its time, the home of the father of Mayor 
Ticmann. It stood almost where Madison Avenue begins. The towers in the background 
belong to the church presided over by the famous Br. Crosby at the corner of 22d Street and 
Fourth Avenue. 
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SI. ikrmain tlotrl, carter Fifth Avenue and azd Street, Flutiron site 



houses that lined it. At Nos. 150 and 156 Fifth Avenue are buildings devoted to 
sacred literature and related subjects. This region was long the home of many of 
the churches that were built in the middle of the last century, among them the 

South Dutch Reformed Church, 
erected in 1850, at the south- 
west corner of 21st Street, and 
the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church at 19th Street. In the 
latter street, just cast of the 
Avenue, was the former home of 
Horace Greeley, and in 20i.li 
Street (No. 28) Theodore 
Roosevelt was born. 

One of the fine mansions of 
tli is section was that of Marshall 
0. Roberts, on the southeast cor- 
ner of 18th Street, which gloried 
in the possession of the enor- 
mous canvas, "Washington 
Crossing the Delaware.'* This famous painting was later acquired by John S. 
Kennedy, and it is now In the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

On the northwest corner of 18th Street was Chickcring Hall, which, during 
the twenty-five years of its existence, was one of the most potent factors in 
making the musical history of 
New York. In that hall world- 
famous artists made their 
American debut, including 
Hans Von Bulow, Anton Seidl, 
Vladimir dc Pachman, Rafael 
Joseffy. Among the great liter- 
ary figures which edified and 
entertained audiences in this 
hall may be mentioned the names 
of Oscar Wilde, Mark Twain 
and Matthew Arnold. On his 
return home, Matthew Arnold 
told his mother that the Ameri- 
can reporters had said that he 
was conceited, and that his 
clothes didn't fit. "They were 
wrong about the clothes, 

Matthew," observed the old lady, with a demure twinkle in her eye. 

In the houses that preceded Chickcring Hall lived the Countess Leary and her 
brother, and Samuel P. Avery, then a wood engraver, who w r as afterward to become 
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Fiaihon Building, vkeu ike corner Was k>nm i it 

us Ike "CW Catcher" 
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the noted art dealer, with such substantial clients as William H. Vandcrbilt and 
J. Pierpont Morgan. 

In this immediate neighborhood (20th to 22d Street) lived Peter Marie, 
S. F. B. Morse, W. Loring Andrews, Edward Clark of Singer Sewing Machine 
fame, J. S. C. Abbott, brother of Lyman and author of the famous "Rollo" books, 
Henry C. Sturgis, whose sister married J. Pierpont Morgan, and Martha J. Lamb, 
author of the well-known History of New York. 

As the nineteenth century passed its midway mark, clubs began to penetrate 
the Fifth Avenue residential section. One of the first was the Union Club, founded 
in 1836, with No. 1 Bond Street as its first home. In 1847 it shifted to Broadway and 
Fourth Street, and in 1854 the land at the 21st Street corner was secured. The 
following year the club moved into its new Fifth Avenue building, which was the 
first in New York erected exclusiv ely for club purposes. From the day the Union 
Club first opened its doors it was one of the wealthiest and most exclusive of New 
York clubs, and the names of its organizers are names associated with the history 
of the city: Philip Hone, of the celebrated "Diary"; Thomas P. Oakley, Samuel 
Jones, Beverly Robinson, W- B. Lawrence, Charles King, E. T. Throop and J. 
Depeyster Ogdcn. 

Among the earliest clubs which denned the character of the streets 
passed in review may be mentioned The Athenaeum, established in 1859 at the 
southwest corner of Fifth Avenue and 16th Street; The Lotus Club, which had 
its quarters at No. 147 Fifth Avenue, and which was organized "To promote 
social intercourse among journalists, literary men, artists, and members of the 
theatrical profession' 1 ; The Travelers' Club, at 18th Street and Fifth Avenue, 
occupied the commodious residence which belonged to Cordon \V. Burnham. 
Founded in 1865, the object of The Travelers' Club was "to bring together travelers 
of all nations, and to do honor to distinguished men who were visiting the United 
States." Between 19th and 20th Streets, at No. 146 Fifth Avenue, was the Arca- 
dian Club, an organization which for a time contested the particular field of its 
rival, The Lotus. The Knickerbocker Club, organized in 1871 by the descendants 
of the first settlers of New York, bought from William Butler Duncan his home 
on the southeast corner of Fifth Avenue and 28th Street, and the Calumet took 



the 29th Street corner above. 
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Knickerbocker Club, Fifth Avenue and sSlh Street 



The Calumet Club, Fifth Avemte, corner sejlk Stmt 
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When lite English sparrows were first imported, the city built bird houses for Hum in public places. This shows 
ihc one in Madison Square. These bird houses had special names — "City Hall," "Battery," 

•'Central Park," eie. (iS/p) 



On the lower half of what is now the "Flatiron" building stood for many 
years the Hotel St. Germain. The apex of this island lot was so narrow that 
only small buildings could be erected on what was once the garden of the St. 
Germain, and this section was known as the "Cow Catcher." A railroad 
office and some nondescript shops occupied this small area prior to the advent 
of the Flatiron. The "Cow Catcher" remains, however, and is today occupied 
as g cigar store. The block on the opposite side retained its residential charac- 
ter till late in the '80s. The erection of a business building at the corner of 23d 
Street, on the site of the old Eugene Higgins' residence, brings us up to the 
junction of Fifth Avenue, Broadway, 23d Street and Madison Square, the end- 
ing of the second section in the building of the Avenue. 

Let us pause a moment to look from Fifth Avenue on the then fine shopping 
thoroughfare of 23d Street. A row of great white emporiums, and on the north 
side the handsome French Renaissance building, "Eden Musee," our local imita- 
tion of Mme. Tussaud's Wax Works. Nothing so delighted our country cousins 
as a visit to this fascinating establishment to play chess and checkers with Ajceb, 
an automatic player supposed to be invincible, and to visit its "Chamber of Hor- 
rors." A mass of gay femininity rustled through this street, on the way to and from 
the other great shops on Broadway. This was the then famous "Ladies' Mile," 
and extended south to Eighth Street. It was the immediate predecessor of the 
present Fifth Avenue shopping district. The enormous bustles, balloon sleeves, 
small hats and tight waists are curious contrasts to the styles of our day. 
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Madison Square 

When Fifth Avenue was cut through in 1837, the Horn farmhouse, occupied 
by Matthew Horn's daughter and son-in-law (the Christopher Mildebergcr referred 
to above) was temporarily left in the middle of the street. In November, 1839, 
it was removed to the corner where the Fifth Avenue Building now stands and was 
leased to a Colonel Thompson, who converted the old building Into a roadhouse, 
which for many years was popularly known as the Madison Cottage. A small 
"Isle of Safety," which some of our readers may recall, stood on this location for 
many years. It is said to have been all that remained of the ground on which 
the old farmhouse stood. 

The Madison Cottage, therefore, was the old Horn farmhouse adapted to its 
new career. Chroniclers tell of "The Sign of the Buck Horn," a huge pair of antlers 
which announced the favorite meeting place of riders and drivers in the '40s. 
The business card of the Cottage carried the announcement that stages "leave 
even,'' four minutes." A genial historian of that period, Abram Payton, describes 
this post tavern as "The last stopping place for codgers, old and young. Laverty 
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Colonel Thompson's Madison Collage, the Toudlwitsc which stood at the corner of iy] 5. 



about fSjo 



and Niblo, Sol Kipp and Nat Blount, the 
Costers, the Whitneys and the Schermcr- 
horns would here end their day with the 
worthy Colonel." 

After a brief but colorful career, 
Madison Cottage was torn down early in 
1853 to make room for a circus known 
as Franconi's Hippodrome, which opened 
its doors on May 2d of that year. This 
Hippodrome was built by a syndicate of 
American showmen and presented an odd 
architectural combination of tent roof 
and permanent wall. It was two stories 
high and seven hundred feet in circumfer- 
ence. In the center was a great oval ring 
two hundred feet wide and three hun- 
dred feet long, with a seating capacity 
for six thousand people and standing room 
for half as many more. The boldness of 
the venture won for it immediate success, 



I 



RULES 
OF THIS TAVERN 



Four pence a night for Bed 
Six pence with Supper 

No more than five to sleep 
in one bed 

No Boots to be worn in bed 
Organ Grinders to sleep in 
the Wash house 

No dogs allowed upstairs 

No Beer allowed in the 
Kitchen 

No Razor Grinders or Tinkers 
taken in 
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The first picture of t lie Fifth Avrnur Hold as completed (iSjH), and then known aj " F.no'i Folly." Erected 
nn the site of Colonel Thompson's readkottst 



but when the novelty had worn off, and after two years of steady losses, the enter- 
prise had to be abandoned. 

Amos R. Eno bought the property for the purpose of building a hotel, which 
would far surpass anything the city had known hitherto and which would become 
one of the famous hotels of the world. Many critics scouted the idea that a loca- 
tion so far uptown could be found practical, but the sturdy New Englandcr went 
ahead with his plan and the Hippodrome building was torn down. The new 
structure was completed in September, 1859, when the Fifth Avenue Hotel opened 
its doors under the direction of Colonel Paran Stevens. Because of the conspicuous 
role which the Fifth Avenue Hotel played for half a century in the social and 
political life of New York, extended record will be given here of its activities; 
but, before entering upon a description of its career, it is proper to narrate the 
development of this section which culminated in the founding of Madison 
Square. 

It will be observed through a study of the Commissioner's map of 1811 that 
there was to be no Fifth Avenue between 23d Street and 34th Street; the Avenue 
was marked to terminate at 23d Street, and to resume its march eleven blocks 
farther north. Thus the Parade Ground, extending from 23d to 34th Street, was 
largely common land belonging to the city. An old United States arsenal held 
the lower end; to the northeast was a Potters' Field; to the west was the hind of 
General Theodorus Bailey, the City Postmaster; while at the north stood the farm 
of Caspar Sander. Tn 1823 the arsenal was abandoned, and a year later the 
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Madison Squabe in the '80s 



SOME idea of the great destruction among the large trees that formerly adorned Madison Square 
may be gained by a comparison of this picture with its present appearance. Gas, electric light, 
subways and air-tight concrete sidewalks have about finished the sturdy old oaks, elms 
and sycamores. 
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FOR many year3 the old Brunswick was the headquarters of the " horsey" element in society. The 
Coaching Club was nearby— at 319 Fifth Avenue. Col. deTjtnccy Kane, Col. Lawrence Kip, and 
T. Sttfiem Tailcr headed the Coaching coterie. Four-in-Hands, Tandems, etc., started here for 
the run up to New Rocbefie. They created a sensation going up the Avenue, with their natty 
Club suits of forest green with brass buttons, and the guard sounding the coach horn from the rear 
scat. During Horse Show week it was resplendent in blue and yellow. 

The cuisine of the Brunswick was famous for its bird and game dinners, its rare vintage*, and other 
super-edibles. Patrons of the Meadowbrook, Jerome Park and Monmouth Park Clubs, together with 
many titled visitors from abroad, combined to keep the Brunswick a prime favorite with an exclusive 
circle. It cultivated a decidedly British atmosphere and lived an autocratic existence, in keeping with 
the dignity of its name. 
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building was sold to the Society for the Reformation of Juvenile Delinquents for 
six thousand dollars. 

In 1837 the size of the Parade Ground, then referred to as "a public place," 
was reduced to the present dimensions of Madison Square (approximately seven 
acres), and in 1844 the Eastern Post Road, which traversed the square, was closed. 
The line of this road may be deduced today by the double row of trees that runs 
northeast toward Madison Square. 

Madison Square, named after President Madison, was formally opened in 
1847. The migration of society to this new center began during the mayoralty 
of James Harper. Among the names which fixed the social distinction of this 
vicinity, mention should be made of Laurence W. Jerome, affectionately known 
as "Larry" Jerome (father of William Travers Jerome), and his elder brothers, 
Leonard and Addison G., who, with William R. Travers, formed a quartette of 
prominent bankers and social leaders. James Stokes, whose wife was a daughter 
of Anson G. Phelps, had the distinction of building the first residence on Madison 
Square, in (851, at No. 37 Madison Square, Last; John David Wolfe, whose 
daughter, Catherine Lorillard Wolfe, gave her extensive art collection to the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art; Frank Work, Henry M. Scheffelin, James L. SchcfFclin, 
Samuel B. Scheffelin, were also among the first settlers. 

The first permanent historical memorial to be erected in this section was the 
monument to perpetuate the memory of Major William J. Worth of Mexican 
War fame. He died at San Antonio, Texas, June 7, 1849, and a month later the 
Common Council of the city appointed a committee to make arrangements for 
bringing his body to New York for burial. His remains were deposited in Grecn- 




Maduon Sqiun- at 23d Stmt, shewing IJoJfimu II OUSi and Albemarle Hotel. Parade of ?lh Regiment. About iSgo 
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Dedication of the Worth Monument in Mtuiisim Square., i8$X. From rare lithograph in collection of Mr. Robert GoeUt 

wood Cemetery, and remained there until 1854, when the Board of Aldermen recom- 
mended the erection of a suitable monument, fixing the location between Broadway 
and Fifth Avenue, south of 25th Street. This was the last interment permitted 
on corporation property. 

The Worth Monument in Madison Square is a granite obelisk, divided into 
sections by bands upon which are inscribed the names of the battles in which 
General Worth distinguished himself. A large bronze tablet shows the equestrian 
figure of General Worth in high relief. The inscription runs as follows: 

MAJOR GENERAL worth 
Ducit Amor Patriae 
By the Corporation of the City of New York. 1 S57 

HONOR THE BRAVE 

Under This Monument Lies the Body of 

WILLIAM JENKINS WORTH 
Horn in Hudson, New York. March 1. 1794 
Died in Texas. May 7, 1849 

It was against this background, rich in historical and social interest, that 
the Fifth Avenue Hotel was launched on its career. 

Royal guests furnished continual gossip about the new hotel and gave it 
international publicity. The visit of the Prince of Wales in 1860 started the 
''royal procession"; there followed Don Pedro, the last emperor of Brazil, the 
Crown Prince of Siam and Prince Napoleon. 
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Fifth Avenue Looking South prom 31st Street 



MARBLE Collegiate Church, still standing, on right. Illustration shows stoops and small 
gardens that were attached to almost every house on the Avenue. About 1903 these 
"space- takers" were shaved off by the city, to widen the Avenue. 
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Corner of Flfto Avenue and 36th Street, 1895 



THE solidly built-up hlock between 35th and 36th Streets as it appears to-day would not indicate 
that a large greenhouse stood there as recently as the '90s. The brilliant display of colors added 
a pleasing note to the otherwise dull surroundings, but the rapid growth of business swept away 
the florist and his riotous colored stock, much to the regret of the afUimoon promenaders. 
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The visit of the Prince was no sooner ended than the dark clouds of 
the Civil War, which had been slowly gathering, broke into the storm that 
was to rage with unabated fury for the next four years. By common consent 
the new hotel became the headquarters of the forces that were organized to 
preserve the Lnion. The political party which represented these views very 
naturally made the hotel its headquarters: Thurlcnv Weed, from up state; John 
A. Dix, whose famous telegram is well remembered, "If anyone attempts to haul 
down the American Hag, shoot him on the spot"; Henry Ward Beecher, 
whose eloquence was a tower of strength to the Government; E. D. Morgan, 
the famous war governor who lived on the Avenue, corner 36th Street; Moses 
H. Grinncll, leading figure in the Union League just forming; Hamilton Fish, 
Horace Greeley, Isaac Bell, Wm. M. Evarts, with dozens of other patriotic citizens 
whose names have since become household words. 

"Bill" Tweed, Daniel Drew, Jay Gould, "Jim" Fisk, Commodore Vander- 
bilt, Henry Clews, "Larry" Jerome, William R. Travers, and everybody who was 
anybody on the street, gathered here nightly. It was a scene never to be forgotten, 
and, for the time being at least, the Fifth Avenue Hotel was not only a caravansary, 
but was the headquarters of all the gigantic forces, passions and animosities aroused 
by the fratricidal war. It would be difficult to imagine a more motley crew, nor 
one more widely diverse in its aims and purposes, assembled under any roof. 

To add to the excitement, rapid discoveries in oil were reported from many 
sections of the country, particularly Pennsylvania. The same scenes with which 




The New York &" Harlem R. R. depot on {lie site of present MtsdUon Square (ianUn, i860 
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we became familiar after the great industrial combination craze of the '90s were 
enacted, only with all the spectacular accompaniment of a greater and wider 
clement of uncertainty. 

In the rooms of this hotel the plan to make Ulysses S, Grant President was 
conceived and carried out. The famous speech of the Rev. Dr. Burchard, in which 
''Rum, Romanism and Rebellion" occurred, was part of the political history of 
the hotel. It cost James G. Blaine the election and brought to everlasting fame 
Grover Cleveland. 

A famous institution was the "Amen Corner." It was so called because 
"Tom" Piatt, the Republican Boss, uttered his dicta here and the hearers always 
acquiesced. It was an outgrowth of conditions prevailing at the time. Notable 
Republican chieftains would accidentally meet in the lobby and start a discussion 
of some kind. As the subject lengthened they would repair to a corner and sit 
down. In time the "corner" began to be an appointed place for conferences, 
and, as many weighty decisions were reached at those meetings, the significance 
of the title became more and more manifest. For nearly a quarter of a century 

every prominent leader in the party 
sooner or later sat in the "Amen Cor- 
ner." It was here, according to the 
newspaper reports of that time, that 
Theodore Roosevelt was made the Vice- 
Presidential nominee, despite his ener- 
getic protest. 

The list of celebrities seen every 
day in the hotel was a long one. Edwin 
Booth, coming up from the theater on 
23d Street, was known to all. Then 
would come Samuel J.Tilden, in frock 
coat and famous plug hat; Augustus 
Schell and John Kelly, inseparable and 
yet a strange combination — they passed 
^ W on to the Hoffman House; Henry W. 

aftyf Raymond, the brilliant editor of the 
' "Times," with George Jones, publisher, 

whose magnificent courage exposed the 
Tweed ring; Roscoe Conkling and his 
protege, Chester Allan Arthur, Pres- 
ident and President maker; James G. Blaine, Conkling's implacable foe. Grant 
was a constant visitor. 

Mark Twain was a frequent visitor on his many trips from Hartford. One 
evening he purchased a number of afternoon papers, as was his wont, and was 
proceeding to the entrance with his bundle under his arm. A lady stopped 
him and asked him for a paper, tendering a nickel in payment. Twain gravely 
handed her a "Sun" and made the change. It is not recorded that Catherine 
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Visiting statesmen at ihe old Fifth At OUU Hotel during 
a political campaign, iSqo 
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Lorillard Wolfe, who lived opposite, where the Metropolitan Life Building now 
stands, heard of the incident. She founded the Newsboys' Lodging House, 
and might have been induced to give the genial humorist a night's extra lodging 

free for his courtesy, 

Cyrus W. Field, builder of 
the Atlantic Cable; fine old 
Peter Cooper, New York's First 
Citizen in his day, and founder 
of Cooper Union; William 
Cullen Bryant; theCary sisters, 
Phoebe and Alice; Brewster, 
the carriage man; "Bob" 
Dunlap; at a later date, Joseph 
F. Knapp, John R. Hegeman, 
Stewart Woodford, Cyrus II. 
K. Curtis, and scores of others 
were frequent visitors. 

When the old hotel opened 
there was a fireplace in every room and the rate was $2.50 a day, including four 
meals. Even to the end, the extra meal — supper it was called — was included. 
Nor was an added charge made for any guest one happened to bring in. The 
hotel was your home and you were expected to have your friends visit you 
occasionally. Almost to the end the guests were seated at a long family table, 
twenty or thirty at a time. 

With the passing of this famous hostelry there disappeared from the annals 
of Old New York one of its most memorable centers. Few persons who stopped 
at the old Fifth Avenue but looked back to the experience with the liveliest satis- 
faction and the keenest enjoyment. No other hotel can possibly duplicate the 
peculiar place held by the old Fifth Avenue in the hearts of Old New Yorkers, 
nor is il desirable that it should. 



Cyrix II*. Field, Peter Cooper and his associates, founders 
of the first Atlantic Cable 
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The area immediately to the rear of the Fifth Avenue Hotel on 24th Street, 
formerly the site of Brougham's Lyceum Theater, contained the first Fifth Avenue 
Theater, managed by Augustus Daly, who succeeded Lester Wallack as theatrical 
manager extraordinary to New York society. The Daly Company at this 
house included such celebrated names as Clara Morris, Fanny Davenport, Efiie 
German and Sara Jewett. The house was burned down in the late '70s 
and rebuilt as the Madison Square by Steel Mackaye. Its ingenious equip- 
ment of a double stage, the comfort and unostentatious luxury of its 
auditorium, together with its "intimate" character, made it a favorite home 
of "Society Plays." It had almost as uninterrupted a record of successes as any 
theater in the history of New York. Among these were "Hazel Kirke," which ran 
over sis hundred nights — phenomenal in those days — "Jim the Penman" and "Cap- 
tain Swift." Manager A. M. Palmer introduced Miss Minnie Maddern Fiske to the 
playing world there; and "A Trip to Chinatown," by Charles Hoyt, the George 
M. Cohan of his period, served to introduce this new genius to the theater- 
loving public. 

Another favorite "society" home was the Lyceum Theater, contiguous to the 
Academy of Design, a stone's throw from Madison Square. There Georgia 
Cayvan, Herbert Keleey and Eflie Shannon delighted the fashionables 
with the early Pincro's " Sweet Lavender," " Lady Bountiful," and M The 
Amazons," and the young Sothern played " Lord Chumley," "The Wife," 
"The Highest Bidder" and "The Charity Ball," in some of which a young 
playwright named David 
Belasco collaborated with one 
Henry C. DeMillc. 

The representations of Fifth 
Avenue interiors, in the drama, 
have been many and varied. 
"The Banker's Daughter" set 
the vogue for "Scene 1 — In the 
Lobby of the Windsor Hotel. 
Time: The Present." The earlier 
types — "Mr. James Van dlstyne, 
a Fifth Avenue Banker"; "His 
Daughter, Mary"; "His Son, 
Jack"; were familiar dramatis 
persona to the playgoers of 
the gas footlight days. Of 
course, there was the pretty 
housemaid with the duster, 
who invariably opened the 
performance with: "Not home yet? What can have detained him? Ah, 
there's the bell now." The English butler, who furnished "comic relief" with 
the pretty maid aforesaid, and the ingenue, who usually provided her early 




Block on Madison A venue, between 23d and 2^th Streets. Dr. 1'urkhurst's 
church an left. On Fourth Avenue in rear of this church 
■was the Lyceum Theater 
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audiences with one of the most convincing proofs of the alleged inferior men- 
tality of females. 

The later dramatists gained in sophistication, if not in subtlety. Mr. 

Clyde Fitch wrote a genial parody of the age of 
innocence in his "Captain Jinks of the Horse 
Marines," in the dialogue of which the songs of the 
period were mentioned — "Walking Down Broad- 
way," "Tassels on Her Boots," "Shoo-fly " — and in 
which he undertook to poke fun at mid-Victorian 
interior decoration; but so engrossed was he in 
retrospect that he failed entirely to take note of some 
of the "period" furnishings of his own time. The 
earlier drawing-room embellishments included 
painted coal scuttles, huge sashes of ribbon tied 
around piano legs, John Rogers' statuary, lam- 
brequins without end, and antimacassars — a washable 
woolen tidy — to keep the well lubricated hair from 
soiling the backs of armchairs and sofas. 

The region once bounded by the old farm of 
Caspar Samler, comprising the greater part of Fifth 
District messenger boys acted as escorts lo Avenue from Madison Square to 31st Street, housed 

ladies i!tsitin& the theatres vt the 90s , ■■'•»* *• , , . 

important buildings at this period or our story. At 

the northwest corner of 26th Street stood the old Brunswick Hotel, the head- 
quarters of the " horsey" element in society. Four-in-hands and tandems started 
here for the run up to New Rochelle. They attracted much attention going up 
the Avenue, with their natty club suits of forest green with brass buttons and the 
guard sounding the coach horn from the rear seat. 

The cuisine of the Brunswick was famous for its bird and game dinner, and 
its rare vintages. Patrons of the Meadowbrnok, Jerome Park and Monmouth 
Park Clubs, together with many titled visitors from abroad, combined to keep 
the Brunswick a prime favorite with an exclusive circle. 

The Victoria Hotel at the southwest corner of 27th Street is remembered 
primarily as the New York home of President Grover Cleveland, during his term 
of office. It was designed to imitate the architecture of the French apartment 
houses and was thus somewhat in advance of the general acceptance of this 
style by a later generation. The Marble Collegiate Church at 29th Street, and 
the Holland House at 30th Street, likewise stood on a portion of the old Samler 
farm. 

Writing of this period on the occasion of his second visit to the United States, 
Charles Dickens reported "changes moral, changes physical, changes in the 
amount of land subdued and peopled, changes in the graces and amenities 
of life." 

Perhaps the salon of the Cary sisters, Alice and Phoebe, helped to improve 
the art of living. A little off the Avenue, at East 20th Street, to their simple 
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Smith on Vadison Avenue, from Leonard Jeromes house, 26th Sired, now home of Mjtiltiituw Club, About ifiji) 



brick dwelling there repaired of Sunday evenings the literary lions of the day: 
Whittier, Stoddard, Aldrich, Ripley, Herman Melville and Justin McCarthy — 
and occasionally old Horace Greeley. 

Another influence for the city's prestige was the second Fifth Avenue home 
of Delmonico which invaded Madison Square in the '70s. Occupying the entire 
block front between Fifth Avenue and Broadway on the 26th Street corner, this 
location was the most noted meeting place of celebrities in the Western Hemisphere. 
Its Fifth Avenue windows faced the Brunswick Hotel, while those on the Broad- 
way side gave a view of the St. James, a noted resort for the magnates of the 
turf. The ballroom of Dclmonico's was unique in social life. It was here that 
the famous dictum limiting New York's social elect to 400 was first conceived. 
The ballroom capacity was about that number, and Ward McAllister, the 
Petronius of New York society, in pruning the applications for some coveted 
invitations to one of its functions, gave notice to that effect. The newspapers 
characteristically made capital of the implied shrinking of the "Upper Ten Thou- 
sand," and New York awoke to a new social oligarchy. 

Most of the city's celebrities lived within the area of Madison Square in this 
mellow period of Manhattan's history. The house on the south side of 23d Street, 
facing Madison Avenue, was the home of the father of a former New York Mayor, 
Daniel F. Ticmann, and our picture gives a good idea of the simplicity of this 
street in that period. At the corner of Madison Avenue and 23d Street was the 
residence of S. L. M. Barlow, an eminent lawyer of his time. The Madison Square 
Presbyterian Church had its first home on the corner of 24th Street. On the 
corner opposite stood the old brownstone dwelling of Catherine Lorillard Wolfe. 
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When the Wolfe property was sold, an exchange was negotiated by which the 
church abandoned Its old site and moved to the northern corner. This church 
was famed for its architectural beauty, and was considered the finest, as it was the 
last, example of the work of Stanford White. The building was sold to a publishing 
house in Hartford, Conn., and the church united with the first First Presbyterian 
on Fifth Avenue and 11th Street. The crusades against commercialized vice, 
personally conducted by the valiant minister of this church. Dr. Charles H. Park- 
hurst, w ill be remembered by many of our readers. 

Early in 1868 the Union League Club moved into the house originally built, 
by Leonard Jerome at the corner of Madison Avenue and 26th Street. Afterward 
this building was occupied by the University Club and today it is the home of 
the Manhattan Club, the early history of which has been recorded elsewhere. 

It has often been observed that Madison Square is preeminently the center 
of statues of eminent men, executed by eminent sculptors. The. bronze figure of 
William H. Seward is the work of Randolph Rogers. At the southeast corner of 
the Square is the statue of Roscoc Conkling, by J. Q. A. Ward. Mention should 
also be made of the drinking fountain by Emma Stebbins, presented to the city 
by Catherine Lorillard Wolfe, and the statue of Chester A. Arthur, created by Bissell. 
A figure which has attracted even wider attention is the Farragut statue, designed 
by Augustus Saint Gaudens, in collaboration with Stanford White. This monument 
is one of the rare examples of public memorials in which the base has been con- 
sidered an integral clement in the fashioning of an artistic ensemble. The Admiral 
is show T n in his uniform, marine glasses in hand. The granite pedestal is semi- 
circular with two female figures in low relief against the central pillar. When 
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the memorial was presented to the city (due chiefly to the initiative of Moses 
H. Grinncll) the statue was unveiled by John H. Knowles, the sailor who lashed 
Farragut to the mast in the battle of Mobile Bay. Joseph H. Choate delivered 
the oration of this occasion, May 25, 1881. 

The pedestal of this monument bears the following inscription: 

DAVID GLASGOW FARRAGUT 

That the memory of a daring and sagacious commander add a gentle, 
great-souled man, whose life from childhood was given to his country, 
but who served her supremely in the war for the Union, may be pre- 
served and honored, and that they who come sifter him and will owe 
him so much may see him as. he was seen hy friend and foe, his coun- 
trymen have set up this monument. 

A. D. MDCCCLXXXI 

When the early uptown movement began, the new Clubland of upper Fifth 
Avenue commenced at 27th Street's northeast corner, where was situated the 
Reform Club (Democratic), devoted to the cause of Tariff Reform and Sound 
Money. Il had for neighbors on the corresponding corners of 29th Street and 
32d Street the Calumet and Knickerbocker Clubs, respectively. Their houses 
were originally private dwellings of red brick, and that of the Calumet was em- 
bowered in summer with a luxuriant foliage of ivy. The Calumet was recruited 
largely from the long waiting-list of the Union Club. The Knickerbocker, accord- 
ing to an early record, "is undoubtedly our most exclusive fashionable club. 
Merc membership is a passport to society." It was founded in 1871 by descend- 
ants of the original settlers of New York. 

Looking down 29th Street, a few doors from Fifth Avenue one glimpses a 
particularly interesting bit of old New York. If the "Church of the Transfigura- 
tion" were the ideal fancy of an artist, it could scarcely be more appropriate to 
the legend that has immortalized it as "The Little Church Around the Corner." 
The snug little church, the parsonage and the churchyard, reposing in old-world 
peacefulness amid a new-world's turmoil, present a graphic picture of the contrast 
of time. Tt is a bit of Old London set down among skyscrapers. 

No history (if this phase of Fifth Avenue can be complete without reference 
to the old-time popularity of the American trotting horses — the logical forerunner 
of the Horse Show, referred to in a later paragraph. Commodore Vanderbilt, and 
later his son, William H. Vanderbilt; Robert Bonner; Frank Work; General Grant; 
Leonard Jerome; William Rockefeller, and many other enthusiasts being familiar 
figures on the Avenue. 

A social activity that annually stirred Fifth Avenue to almost carnival pitch 
was the Horse Show at the Garden. This event, which was usually timed during 
the week preceding the opening of the opera, ushered in the fall and winter season 
and was signalized by a corresponding stir in fashionable shops, hotels and res- 
taurants. Window displays along the Avenue were resplendent with the official 
blue and yellow colors of the Horse Show Association. Stirrups, crops, whips, 
and other equine paraphernalia were much in evidence decoratively. Hotels and 
restaurants in the neighborhood of the Garden bloomed forth gorgeous in chrysan- 
themums and violets, the emblematic flowers. The age of automobiles cannot 
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Fifth Avenue. The old hanmrns parked in front of Mtidhon Square 

conceive of the interest manifested in matters relating to the horse during this one 
week, learned talk about blooded stock being a favored topic of the conversation 
of persons, including those hitherto entirely uninformed regarding the subject. 
The promenade around the arena in the Garden was thronged with sightseers, not 
a few of whom were in those professional classes concerned in dress design and 
manufacture, seeking the latest "models" in the animated fashion plates in the 
boxes. Here came all New York to gaze on the great and near-great. Here 
the fourth generation of a notable family of horse-lovers — the Vandcrbilts — and 
others of a more recent pedigree held forth in glory. But to the majority of the 
great crowd present the horse was of secondary importance. The newspapers 
devoted far more space to a description of gowns and frocks than to the ostensible 
business of the show — the judgment of the equine entries. 

During the '80s the vogue of the trotting horse declined and gave way to 
English equine fashions. The four-in-hand, the tandem and the dog-cart displaced, 
in fashionable favor, the buggy and sulky. Attention was drawn from trotters 
and pacers to hackney cobs, polo ponies, hunters and other distinctively English 
types. The success of Mr. Pierre Lorrilard on the English turf, with his Derby 
winner "Iroquois," besides the victories of his "Parole," and those of Mr. James 
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Keene's "Foxhall," gave a stimulus to racing that filled the grandstand at Jerome 
Park with gaiety and fashion. 

In the seventies and earlier there was a line of stages that turned into Fifth 

Avenue at 13th Street and stopped 
finally at 42d Street. These stages 
were gaily colored and had large 
pictures on each side — pictures of 
Swiss landscapes; Indian fights; 
steamboats plowing through moun- 
tains of foam; and flying trotters. 
Some of them were said to have 
been painted by Elihu\ edder, Wins- 
low Homer, and other artists who 
in later years became famous. 

Tins was also an era of hirsute 
adornment that has long since dis- 
appeared in favor of the clean-shaven face — a fashion that set in early in the 
present century. In those days, however, a good set of "Unshrinkable Whiskers," 
"Goatees," "imperials," "Van Dykes," "Walruses," "Mutton Chops," "Iron- 
sides," "Dundrearys," "Galways," "Sluggers," and many other designs, were as 
requisite to the man of fashion as a Prince Albert. 

As for feminine fashion, this was the era of crinoline, when ladies sailed primly 
up and down at the promenade hour, with small waists, and enormous skirts, their 
tiny hats set snugly on the top of their coiled coiffures. Crinoline was the fabric 
that clothed them, stiff and extreme, but picturesque and elegant. Street boys on 
the corner sang songs derisive of this fashion and the following is quoted for its 
historical rather than poetic interest: 

"Now crinoline is all ihc rage wilh ladies ol whatever aj;e. 
A petticoat made like a cage — oh, what a ridiculous fashion! 
'Tis formed of hoops and bars of steel, or tubes of air which lighter feel, 
And worn by fjirls to look fjcnteel — or if they've figures to conceal. 
It makes the dresses stick far out, a dozen yards or so about, 
And pleases lwth the thin and stout — oh, what a ridiculous fashion!" 

An observer of manners reported that crinoline persisted because it not only 
covered the bodies but described the soul of the society it adorned — a society that 
was fussy and elegant, that rustled a little as it moved." It was split up into two 
camps, the old and accepted, the good, sturdy names that had helped carve the 
city out of nothingness — Dc Peyster and Van Rensselaer, Schuyler, Stuyvesant 
and Beekman; and the newly rich and eager, the visionary merchants of the 
"Sarsaparilla Townsend" breed, who were building up the vast and glittering 
metropolis we know today. 

Madison Square of the eighties was a center of metropolitan life such as New- 
York, despite its tremendous growth since, has never in its essentials reproduced. 
Its unique position at the crossing of the City's two greatest thoroughfares, each 
of a distinctive pre-eminence, served to make it the hub of their variegated activities. 
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Fashion, Clubdom, Finance, Sport, Politics and Retail Trade all met here at high 
tide. It was said that one standing long enough on Fifth Avenue at 23d Street 
might meet everybody in the world. Fashionable society crossed it going north 
and south on the Avenue. Broadway from Eighth Street north sent 
its steady stream up to and through 23d Street along the ''Ladies' 
Mile," a shopping marl de luxe. 

" From hif;hth Street down, the men are earning it, 
From Kifjhth Street up. the women are spurning it; 
That is the manner of this preat town — 
From Eighth Street up und Kinhlli Street down." 

Viewing Madison Square from the old "flatiron" junction, the 
scene was Parisian in its kaleidoscopic cosmopolitan aspect. The 
white stone facades of the hotels that bounded the Square on the 
west heightened this impression. The Park at that time was thick 
With magnificent trees, long since vanished; well-dressed visitors, 
dainty children and trim nursemaids occupied the benches. Skirting 
it, an extended line of hansoms, four-wheelers and coupes waited to 
pick up fares. Your average New Yorker, however, w^as not ad- 
ed to this form of transportation. The rates were exorbitant 
there were often disputes concerning distance, as the period 
was pre-taximeter. But 

"Diti»a of I he. ... . 1 n i 

rotiw" rolling along on the Bel- 
gian block pavement were 
no end of private equipages of every 
degree of splendor — victorias, landaus, 
broughams, phaetons, with an occa- 
sional smart tandem or dog-cart. The 
"Jarvcys" were mostly as correct as 
any to be seen in Hyde Park, but now 
and then a leisurely turnout appeared, 
driven by an ancient colored servitor 
— a domestic luxury that was soon to 
become extinct. 

The street crossing at this point 
of the "flatiron" was controlled by a 
gigantic policeman, who knew and was 
known by all the celebrities of the 
Square. He was the most colossal of 
the dandy "Broadway Squad," the 
pick of the force, all of them six feet 
or over. He wore a helmet, and in his 
white-gloved hand a little rattan stick directed the horse-drawn traffic, in the 
manner of a bandmaster conducting a symphony. 

No other structure in the Madison Square section clusters so many interests 
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as the Madison Square Garden, opened officially in 1890 with a concert by Edouard 
Strauss, nephew of the famous "Waltz King." Its subsequent history is so varied 
a record of politics, sport, music, spectacle, carnival and exhibition that a separate 
volume would be necessary to do justice to it. The old-time New Yorker will 
recall that the site of the Garden was a railway terminus of the New York and 
Harlem Railroad, when the outgoing trains were drawn by horses through the tun- 
nel as far north as the present Grand Central. The creamy tower of the Garden, 
modeled on that of the Giralda in Seville, was the joint work of Saint Gaudens and 
White, and the surmounting Diana is the work of the former, inspired by Houdon's 
Diana of the Louvre. To the student of sports, says a recent writer, "the Garden 
has meant the Horse Show, Dog Show, Cat Show, Poultry Show, Automobile 
Show T , Sportsman's Show, the Cake Walk, the Six-Day Bicycle Race, or events of 
the prize-ring from the days of Sullivan and Mitchell to those of Willard and 
Moran; Buffalo Bill and his Wild W r est Show, or the circus, the Greatest Show on 
Earth, with its houris of the trapeze and the saddle, and its animals, almost as 
fearful and wonderful as the menagerie of adjectives that its press-agent, the 
renowned, or notorious, Tody Hamilton, gathered annually out of the jungles of 
the dictionary. Also the interior of the vast structure echoes in memory with 
political oratory, now thunderous and now persuasive. Through the words 

directed immediately at the thousands 
that fought their way within the walls, 
Presidents and candidates for President 
have sent ringing utterance throughout 
the land." 

The Garden Theater in the northwest 
corner of the structure is perhaps best 
remembered as the scene of the produc- 
tion of "Trilby," with Wilton Lackaye's 
striking performance of Svengali, and 
Richard Mansfield's Baron Chevrial, in 
"A Parisian Romance." 

The region we have just traversed was 
the last stronghold of New York society 
of the third quarter of the nineteenth 
century. 

This period, too, saw the passing of 
the dynastic system in society, as exem- 
plified in its viceroy, Ward McAllister, 
who, to outward view, gave little indica- 
tion of his office as the modern arbiter ele- 
ganthim. He looked the prosperous man of 
business. A scion of a good Southern family, he was a stickler for the traditional 
social graces, and, in his "Society as I Have Found It" modestly quotes the fol- 
lowing anonymous tribute with a great deal of self-complacency: 




The P&rttio ahttQ the Ma&Um Avenue side 
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The John Jacob (at jjj Street) and W. W. Astor Houses {}4th Street). From photo taken daring a parwh, 1S86 

"There never was seen so fair a si^ht, as at Dclmonico's last night, 
When feathers, flowers, Rems and lace adorned each lovely form and fate. 
A garden of all thorns bereft, the outside world behind is left. 
They sat in order as if 'Burke' had sent a message by his derli. 
And by whose magic wand is this all conjured up? The height of bliss — 
Tis he, who now before you loom* — the AutorrtU of Ifrmrfiig Rooms." 

The construction of the Waldorf Hotel in 1893, and the Astoria in 1897 marked 
the beginning of a new era in F ifth Avenue. They were built upon land originally 
the property of John Thompson, who in 1799 paid approximately $2,500 for the 
twenty acres on Fifth Avenue, from 32nd to 36th Streets. The Waldorf occupies 
the former site of the late John Jacob Astor's town house. It was opened in 1893. 
It derives the name from the little town of Waldorf, Duchy of Baden, Germany, the 
ancestral home of the Astor family. The Astoria covers the site of the William B. 
Astor town house, and was erected by Col. John Jacob Astor II. It opened in 
1897. It is named after Astoria, founded in 1811 by John Jacob Astor, the first, at 
the mouth of the Columbia River, Oregon. 

With the passing of the old Astor residences, the greatest social center New 
York had ever known ended, and in its place was to arise an Avenue of Commerce, 
unique in the annals of the world. 

On opening its doors, the Waldorf announced that ladies, unescorted, were 
welcome guests. Within a short time the wisdom of this progressive step was 
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Looking south on Fifth Avenue from the Brick Prkshyterian Church in 1873 



THIS excellent picture was drawn from lift for Harper's Weekly. It is particularly interesting, 
as it shows the houses, at that time on the east side stood quite far back irom the street , al lowing 
spacious lawns in front- (_>ov. K, D, Morgan's house is on the corner of J6th Street. The 
skating pond to which we have referred elsewhere ran alonj? .10th Street almost to Madison Avenue. 
The monotony of the ' l brownstone fronts" is also plainly indicated in this contemporary sketch. 
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Coventry Waddell's Villa, Fifth Avenue and 38th Strlet, 1845 



THIS quaint, gothic-lookinc, structure was, in its day, the centre of social life in hk:h society. 
Thackeray speaks of hi* experiences there which seem to have been unusually pleasant. The 
:.:nini!t|s p\i,T,,|i-ii ii ,i „ in sixili \venue, a largi part of which was -» hay-field fthas a direct 
interest fur our city, a* in this house, strange though it may seem, originated the idea of putting police- 
men in uniforms. James C>. Gerard, a prominent lawyer of his day (grandfather of our late Ambassador 
to Germany), for some time had advocated the adoption of a distinctive dress for the "rattle watch." 
as constables were then called, and who were dressed for the most pari like tatterdemalions. At a 
fancy dress ball at Waddell's he appeared in a costume thar illustrated his idea — blue coat, brass buttons, 
helmet and club. So convincing was his demonstration that the Common Council shortly afterwards 
adopted the idea, which is substantially the uniform worn today. Mr. Waddell experienced reverses 
and the mansion was finally demolished. 
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A. T. Stewart's Marble Palace, Fifth Avenue, earner ^th Street, 1SH0. Cily Club at corner 35th Street. Art Gallery of 

Samuel P. Avery in wntre 



conceded and due credit given to Mrs. John Jacob Astor, who was mainly respon- 
sible for the idea. There have been many famous gatherings at the Waldorf and 
perhaps the Bradley Martin Ball is among the best remembered. It created a 
great sensation in its day and furnished food for gossip many months afterward. 

About 1861 there stood at the northwest corner of 34th Street, on ground which 
originally was also part of the Thompson farm, the residence of Dr. " Sarsaparilla" 
Townsend. His house, at a reputed cost of over $100,000, was one of the sights 
of the City. In 1862 he sold it to Dr. G. D. Abbott, whose brother wrote the 
famous Rollo books. He conducted a seminary for young ladies until the building 
was bought by A. T. Stewart. The marble palace erected by Stewart boasted a 
magnificence which far eclipsed any previous building in the city For his alleged 
extravagance he was subjected to much severe criticism, which was tempered, 
however, by a recognition of the architectural grandeur of the estate. Stewart 
lived in his palatial home for only a few years; his widow occupied it until her 
death in 1886, after which the Manhattan Club leased the property. The cost 
of maintenance proved prohibitive and the club shortly thereafter abandoned the 
building. No other practical use being found for it, an end was made to the 
imposing pile. The Knickerbocker Trust Company succeeded to the site. 
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Directly opposite the old Stewart site stands an imposing rectangle occupying 
a full block on the Avenue from the corner of 34th to 35th Streets, back to Madison 
Avenue. A group of typical old New Yorkers occupied these homes. One by one 

they were relinquished, as 
that far-sighted merchant, 
Benjamin Altman, assembled 
this property, over a period 
from 1 895 to 1904. When he 
purchased the first parcel, 
one hundred and thirty-one 
feet on Fifth Avenue and two 
hundred and one feet on 35th 
Street, an unusual trans- 
action for those days, the 
surrounding buildings were 
in the following hands: No. 
355 Fifth Avenue (the corner 
house) ? J. N. A. Griswold, 
whose stable at No. 1 East 
34th Street connected with 
his residence. This parcel 
was later (1889) sold by Gris- 
wold to a famous art gallery. 
At No. 357 resided Edward 
J. King, a prominent mer- 
chant. No. 359 was acquired 
by Frank L. Wing for the 
purpose of establishing a 
piano business. The adjoin- 
ing house at 361 was occupied by Julia Chadwick, the wife of a noted collector of 
antiques and manuscripts relating to old New York. 

The homes on the Madison Avenue side of this rectangle recall many familiar 
names. No. 190 was occupied by the Delano family; 192 to 198 were owned by 
W. W. Astor. No. 188 belonged to a remarkable character — Margaret A. Howard, 
dressmaker extraordinary to the "four hundred" of that time. Nos. 1, 3 and 5 
East 34th Street belonged to the J. W. Beekman family, while No. 11 belonged 
to Flenry Astor Cary. 

Fifth Avenue from 35th to 36th Streets, on both the west and the east sides, 
was originally part of the common land of the City of New York. In 1897 
the City Club occupied the northwest corner; eleven years later Thomas R. Ball 
leased the property from James R. Roosevelt, Jr. and Helen Roosevelt Robinson, 
and erected thereon the present building. 

The southwest corner of 36th Street and Fifth Avenue was, in 1827, part 
of the farm of Dr. Samuel Nicoll. In 1881 it was purchased by John Jacob 




Dr. Ttnvnsertd' s fesidencc, Carrier jth Avcntfc and $4lk Street, which preceded 
the Steiitirt mansion 
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East side of Fifth Avenue, and jftk Streets, i<)<>4, purl of square block which is assessed today (ri}2-f) 
lit approximately fourteen minimis of dollars, ranking as one of the mod taloaMc Mocks in the entire city 



As tor and twenty-four years later a noted firm of silversmiths erected on this 
property a building designed by Stanford White. The name of this great architect 
appears frequently in the course of this history — which is justified, wc believe, by 
the fact that his creative scope included all types of architecture — from the 
palatial home to the superb commercial structures of our day. 

From 1879 to 1884 the southwest corner of Fifth Avenue and 35th Street was 
the site of a residence belonging to the John Caswell estate. This area was a 
part of what was, in the middle of the 19th Century, a typical rural roadway, 
which emerged out of the rut at 28th Street, and cut into Fifth Avenue below 
41st Street. Designated on maps as the Middle Road, it was the easterly limit 
of the Thompson farm. 

The entire block on the west side of Fifth Avenue from 37th to 38th Street 
was, in 1845, the suburban mansion and grounds of William Coventry Waddell, a 
close friend of President Andrew Jackson and financial advisor to his Administra- 
tion. This villa, for which W r addell paid $9,150, was at the time one of the most 
talked of structures of the day. The grounds were divided into walks, lined with 
hedges and vine-covered walls. The house was of yellowish-gray stucco, Gothic 
in treatment, and a winding staircase ascended from the broad marble hall to 
one of its numerous turrets, from which a sweeping view of the surrounding country 
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IK the years foUowintf the opening of the Aqueduct it was made the end of the afternoon drive from 
St. John's Park, Second Avenue and other fashionable sections, and Croton Cottage provided 
ice cream and other refreshments. Tl also had a curious "maze" in its garden which greatly 
interested the country visitor. It was destroyed hy fire rlurin<; the draft riots. The site was after- 
ward purchased by William H. Vandetbilt, who erected the rlrst residence of that family on the Avenue. 



1811 



Fifth Avenue ■ — - Old and New 



was obtained. The remoteness of this location from the heart of the city is evi- 
denced by the fact that a wheat field covered most of the land toward Sixth Avenue. 

The Governor E. D. Morgan house, which stood at the corner of 37th Street, 
was set back from the street and had quite a rural appearance. A garden extended 
nearly half way down the block on the 37th Street side, and in winter it was flooded 
and provided a private skating rink for the governor and his friends. This was 
one of the few blocks that retained its rural aspect long after business and residences 
had absorbed every vacant foot of land remaining. The 38th Street corner was 
also covered with brilliant flowers and foliage, but this was the greenhouse of a 
prominent florist, and not a product of nature. 

At the corner of 38th Street lived Austin Corbin, president of the Long Island 
Railroad and founder of the original Coney Island, when the two hotels, Manhattan 
Beach and Oriental, with Levy the cornetist, Gilmore's band and Paine's fire- 
works, drew nightly throngs to this famous resort. On the East side, between 
38th and 39th Streets, were private residences occupied in 1880 by Thomas Terry, 
John R. Harris, William Post, George W. Pell, E. H. Langdon, Dr. N. R. Mosely, 
Richard M. Pell, Mrs. Suydam, Josiah Howes Burton; between 39th and 40th 
dwelt Lawrence Kip, Dr. Isaac L. Kip, Robert B. Clark. 

At 386 Fifth Avenue was the St. Nicholas Club, interested in the preservation 
of information concerning the early Dutch settlers of New York. 

On the northeast corner of 39th Street stands, as it has stood since 1881, the 
home of the Union League Club, founded in 1863 "to discountenance disloyalty to 
the United States, and for the promotion of good government and the elevation 
of American Citizenship." Its dinners to distinguished men, such as President 
Grant, President Arthur and General Sherman, are memorable. Among its presi- 
dents of nation-wide fame have been Hamilton Fish, William M. Evarts, Joseph 
H. Choate, Elihu Root, Chauncey M. Depew and Horace M. Porter. The im- 
posing group of portraits of Union leaders in the gallery of this club serves to ac- 
centuate its former outstanding service to the country. 

A four-story brick dwelling-house, built in 1856 in the severest simplicity, 
stands on the northwest corner of Fifth Avenue and 39th Street. It was the home 
of John Gottlieb Wendel and his three elderly sisters. The Wendel fortune was 
bound up with that of the original John Jacob Astor. The first John G. Wendel 
was a partner in the fur business with the first John Jacob Astor in a little house 
that s^xxl on Maiden Lane. 

The earliest history of this section of the Avenue boasts an important episode 
of the Revolutionary War. The Continental troops had been routed at the foot 
of East 34th Street. On Sunday, September 15, 1776, in the house of the Quaker, 
Robert Murray, " Inclenberg," on 37th Street east of Fifth Avenue, the British 
officers were entertained by Mrs. Murray long enough to enable Washington and 
Putnam to rally their troops and conduct them in safety to Harlem Heights. 

In 1804, Lindlcy Murray, author of the famous grammar, a son of the Murray 
of this episode, bought for 35,000 the strip of five acres between 35th and 37th 
Streets and built a square dwelling-house directly in line with Fifth Avenue from 
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Fifth Avenue betueen jStk and 39th Streets, west side, about 1SS0 



36th to 37th Street. The house was set in the midst of a garden, screened from 
the road by plentiful trees, while a gentle brook fringed the spacious grounds. 
Directly opposite on the East side was the Bloomingdale farm, the country residence 
of John Taylor, great grandfather of Mrs. Robert W. De Forest. It comprised 
about thirty acres and went back to Sixth Avenue to the Bloomingdale farm. 
Mr. Taylor sold this parcel for £50,000. Today it is worth that many millions. 

The land beyond this point was not settled until 1854, when a tavern known 
as "Croton Cottage" dispensed refreshments at the southeast corner of 40th 
Street and Fifth Avenue. The two acres adjacent to the cottage housed an attrac- 
tion called ''Maize Garden," opened July 1, 1853. This was a labyrinth modeled 
on the one in Hampton Court in the reign of William III. 

In 1863 the cottage was burned during the draft riots; three years later 
William H. Vanderbilt acquired this land for $80,000 and built his first Fifth 
Avenue home upon it; later it was given to his son Frederick W. Vanderbilt. 
It was within the present decade that the building was torn down to make way 
for the move uptown of one of New York's oldest business establishments. 

The old Croton Aqueduct — the most famous Metropolitan structure of its 
time — extended from 40th to 42d Street, on the land now occupied by the imposing 
building of the New York Public Library. 

The year 1842 marked what was perhaps the greatest forward stride 
in the city's history — the general introduction of running water — and yet 
Chauncey M. Depew T was seven years old before that stupendous improvement 
was accomplished. It is only by such a striking statement that the average man 
can appreciate the meteoric and astounding growth of New York. When the 
reservoir was first completed it had a spacious promenade all around the top of 
the walls upon which gay and animated groups constantly gathered. Old letters 
speak of the delightful scene at night, with the moonlight dancing on the water. 
In the daytime, charming views of Long Island, the distant hills of Westchester, 
and the lordly heights of the Palisades provided a fascinating panorama. It was 
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certainly a delightful spot and for years marked the end of the afternoon drive 
by the fashionables from St. John's Park, Stuyvesant Square and Bond Street. 
A more than antiquarian interest attached to the imposing celebration held 
by the city to mark the completion of this gigantic engineering feat by the fact 
that the temperance organisations in the year 1840 were so strong, even then, 
that no wine or spirits of any kind were offered to the invited guests at the ban- 
quet — nothing but Croton Water. 

The first seminary" for the higher education for young ladies in New York — 
Rutgers Female College -moved, in 1860, to a row of buildings known as "the 
House of Mansions," located opposite the reservoir on Fifth Avenue, between 
41st and 42d Streets. 

Upon the land immediately west of the Croton Reservoir was constructed 
the Crystal Palace, an imitation of its famous prototype in London, ft was 
opened by President Franklin Pierce on July 4, 1853, with an international exhi- 
bition of the arts and industries of all nations. It burned down in 1858, a few 
months after it had been the scene of an ovation to Cyrus W. Field upon the suc- 
cessful completion of the Atlantic cable. No mention can be made of the Crystal 
Palace without reference to its first president, the celebrated P. T. Barnum, who 
resided at 438 Fifth Avenue. A picturesque figure, his originality was often 
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Btovmingdule form. Country fesidettCt of John Taylor Joliuskm, I'iflli Avenue oiui 40th Street, 1S40 



mistaken for buffoonery. Yet Mr. Barnum was a man of integrity and great busi- 
ness sagacity. He is still remembered by many New Yorkers, and always rode 
at the head of his great circus in Madison Square Garden. In 1862 the site of the 
Crystal Palace was used as an encampment for Union troops; nine years later it 
was laid out into what was known as "Reservoir Park," and in 1884 the name 
was changed to Bryant Park. 

Opposite the Crystal Palace was the Latting observatory, three hundred and 
fifty feet high, commanding from the summit a unique view of New York and its 
environment. At each landing there were telescopes and maps. In 1856 it was 
destroyed by fire. On another page we print a view of the Avenue taken from this 
structure. 

North of 42d Street is shown, more dramatically, perhaps, than in any other 
section, the startling changes that have occurred. This development becomes 
graphic when we recall that late as 1840 the land on the east side of Fifth Avenue 
from 44th to 46th Street was a cattle yard. The 42d Street corner of this land 
was the residence of former Vice-President Levi P. Morton, and later (in 1899) 
it became the Hamilton Hotel. A predecessor of Governor Morton — Governor 
Roswell P. Flower — lived at No. 597 Fifth Avenue. The house at No. 511 Fifth 
Avenue was at one time the residence of "Boss Bill" Tweed. Contrary to the 
general belief, it was not from this address that he made his escape to Spain, after 
his arrest for robbing the city. lie fled in May, 1875, was extradited the same 
year and died in Ludlow Street jail two years later. 
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Courtly Mr. Robert Fridenberg. 

The Crystal Palace in Bryant Park, just baek of Ike Croton Reservoir, in r/fjj. This gives an excellent new of the city south of 

Street <tt liust period 



The section we are describing was the scene of the one and only riot that ever 
occurred on Fifth Avenue. Congress had passed the conscription law of 1863. 
It proved so unpopular that within two days of its promulgation the objectors 
organized the riff-raff of the city. The mob set fire to a building on West 42d 
Street, worked its way east, setting fire to Bull's Head Hotel at 44th Street, and 
to the Croton Cottage. Stores were plundered and people were killed. But 
perhaps the most brutal episode was the attack on the Colored Orphan Asylum 
which stood on the west side of Fifth Avenue, between 44th and 45th Streets. 
The building was pillaged and burned to the ground. Fortunately the children 
had been hurried into safety. The riot was finally quelled by troops under 
General Wood and General Sanford. 

Reposing peacefully at the southeast corner of Fifth Avenue and 44th Street 
stood a little frame cottage, "Ye Olde Willow Tree Inn." At one time it was 
managed by a famous pugilist of his day, Tom Hycr. The corner which in 1853 
sold for 38,500 rose in value so rapidly as to become a classic instance of the 
transformation of values in this section. Fifty-two years later it was held at two 
million dollars. 

Where Delmonico's stood until recently, the northeast corner of 44th Street 
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Fifth Avejtue and .SQtii Street, 1863, site or a famous fashionable private skating club 




iHIS pastime in the 'oOsand '70s enjoyed a. measure of popularity unknown to the present genera- 
tion. Mr. Irving Brokaw, in "Skating in Old New York," gives the following lists of private 
ponds along Fifth Avenue alone: 



A sizable pond between 37th and 38th Streets; Beekman's Pond between 59th Street and 60th 
Street; .Alexander McMillan's at 46th Street, site of Windsor Hotel; the New York Skating Club 
at 59th Street, site of Plaza, and later (1864) comer Fifth Avenue and 72d Street, 

"The patronage of all these private skating ponds." says Mr. Brokaw, "consisted of the most 
fashionable people in the City. It was the custom for the elite to drive the sleighs close to the side 
of the pond and watcrh the work of the experts," 

"When I read the winter sports the inhabitants of New York enjoyed fifty or sixty years ago I 
sometimes wish 1 had been of the former generation. The idea of a skating club privilege, to have a 
hundred days of outdoor skating ill one season and that on ponds located in the heart of the city, makes 
us skaters envious indeed," 

The emblem on the (lag is a life preserver. In early days < 1S49) they were called "Skating and 
Humane Clubs," the "humane" part consisting of reels of rope and life preservers to save life on frozen 
lakes and rivers, Hut the paucity of claimants for their services turned the apparatus into a badge of 
membership. From left lo ri^ht, names of the gentlemen shown in this rare photograph; Silas D. 
Benson, E. B. Cook, H. C. Mecklen, O. (i. Brady, E, Miller, William Ward, James Mead, E. C. Burr, 
John Crcighton, J. S. Hiscox, A. J. Bupignac (on bicycle), Chase W. Jenkins, Joseph Egbert, Robert 
Edwards, Dr. J. A. Dickson, Edwin Egbert, Andrew MacMillan, J. Bilger, Hugh Mitchell and Dr. 
Railton. 
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"Ye Olde Willow Cottage," Fifth Avkniik anu 44th Street 



AS late as 1905 this quaint old reminder of the Cattle Market at 44th Street, with the solitary 
f-\ tree from which it derived its name, was a familiar landmark on the Avenue. During tin- 
"* -™- draft riots, in which the Colored Orphan Asylum was burned, this cottage became a sort of 
headquarters for the rioters. When the old inn was finally removed to make room for an office 
building the original cost of the site had risen from §8,500 to 52,000,000. At one time it was con- 
ducted by Tom Ilyer, a famous old-time pugilist. 
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t Dr. OsnJinT 

Fifth Avenue near St, Patrick's Cathedral, about 1876 



SHOWING Dr, Gardner's private school for young ladies — carriage in front. The vacant space 
beyond afterward built upon by the Vanderbilts. Some liberties have been taken with the drawing 
of St. Patrick's Cathedral, as the spires were not then completed. 
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was occupied by the original "Allerton" Hotel, now expanded into a number of 
"Allertons." This hotel was discontinued when the cattle yards were moved to 
Eleventh Avenue and the property was bought by John H. Sherwood to build 
the "Sherwood House," in its time a prominent family hotel. Sherwood played 
an important part in the development of upper Fifth Avenue as a residential part 
of the city. He was one of the founders of the Fifth Avenue Bank, which was 
organized in October, 1875. 

Standing majestically as a proof of the survival of spiritual values is the 
Temple Fmanu-el, on the east side of Fifth Avenue above 43d Street, built in 1868. It 
is a worthy example of Moorish architecture designed by Leopold Eidlitz. Another 
notable synagogue, farther north, is the Temple Beth-el, which w r as completed in 
1891 and represents a congregation which dates back to 1826. 

The famous Sherry's at 44th Street was the result of a demand for a more 
convenient social center than that afforded by Dclmonico's which, in the 90's, 
w r as at 26th Street. Sherry's establishment became the scene of some of the 
most brilliant society functions of the early twentieth century. A pretty, embow- 
ered terrace, containing tables and chairs in front of the building, provided quite a 
Parisian atmosphere. This very charming effect, which w r as a feature of the old 
days on the Avenue, was destroyed by the discovery of an old law which revealed 
that the stoop line had been merely loaned, and not granted. The pressure for more 
width demolished all these outdoor gardens — the Union League, the Waldorf and 
numerous private residences being shorn of this bit of picturesque color and gaiety. 

Intertwined with the social history of Fifth Avenue is the name of Thomas 
Buchanan, who was one of the substantial holders of real estate on Fifth Avenue 
in the early years of the nineteenth century. Between 1803 and 1807 he bought 
fifty-five acres on the east side of Fifth Avenue, extending from 45th to 48th Street, 
for $7,537. He died in 1815, leaving his estate to a widow and eight children. 
Two daughters married into the Goelet family, which thus inherited much of their 
Fifth Avenue holdings:, A part of this property is ncuv occupied by the Church of 
the Heavenly Rest, justly noted for its wood carving and stained-glass windows. 

At a much later time this particular section of the Avenue, for about a mile, 
was the favorite scene of the Church Parade. A score or two of religious edifices 
arc within a short radius, and on Sundays this part of the Avenue presented a scene 
of great beauty and animation. The famous Easter 
Parade, how r cver, w r as more than a mere promenade to 
and from church. Tt w r as an annual fashion show, 
and the Easter Monday newspapers always devoted 
several columns to the description of the costumes 
worn by the celebrities, which were quoted in the press 

throughout the country. The immense throng that Windsor Arcade, a site of Windsor Hotel, 

comprised this outpouring w r as not alone of the upper 

ten thousand hundreds came from distant points, augmenting those from the 
humbler neighborhoods, who mingled bravely for the moment with the "smart set." 
The modes of Division Street vied with the creations of the Avenue's most exclusive 
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Around the corner from the Axmne at Forty-second Street it the NtV York Central Terminal. This shows hew the station 
looked in '53. Note the small wooden station and the curry-ail leaitinafor passengers, also the ivood-burning locomotive. The 
Colored Orplian Asylum at Fifth Axenite and jpfth Street is the large building in cenier 



milliners. Preparations for this vernal blooming were begun weeks before, and 
bitter was the disappointment if this day were bleak and cloudy. There were no 
sport clothes, nor Sunday golf or baseball, but everything of the utmost decorum — 
gentlemen in silk 'toppers,' ladies in latest Parisian modes — conservative but 
absolutely correct 

Along with club life on the Avenue came also hotel life. The one that will be 
recalled first by our oldest residents is undoubtedly the Windsor. In its day it 
was a wonder and its tragic end cast a gloom over the city that remained for many 
days, ft was built in 1873, and was the superlative expression in hotels of its time. 
Its interior was embellished with magnificent woodwork, an incident not entirely 
unconnected with its latter end. Its register contained the names of notables 
and aristocrats the world over. It superseded the Fifth Avenue Hotel as the up- 
town center of finance, largely owing to the proximity of Jay Gould's residence 
on the northeast corner of 47th Street. Gould frequented the hotel evenings, 
and clusters of financiers- — Russell Sage, James R. Keene, FL M. Flagler, Wash- 
ington Connor, F. Work and W- TT. Vandcrbilt — might have been seen there in his 
company. President. McKinley made the hotel his New York stopping-place and 
it had special telephone connections with Washington for his benefit. As a 
bachelor, Andrew Carnegie lived there for years. The fire on the afternoon of March 
17, 1899, which cost the lives of over a score of guests and inmates, including the 
family of the proprietor, Lalance, was remarkable for the rapidity with which the 
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flames progressed. A serious delay in the arrival of the Fire Department was 
attributed, by the officials of that department, to the blocking of the Avenue by 
St. Patrick's Parade. Aside from that, however, the catastrophe was a grim 
comment on the flimsiness of practically 
every hotel of the Windsor's early period 
and led to construction changes of the 
first importance. 

But perhaps the most romantic 
section on the Avenue is the Columbia 
leaseholds. The twenty acres of ground 
comprised in this territory — from 47th 
to 51st Street, from Fifth to Sixth 

Avenue — was bought from the city by HKC/VjI^T 

Dr. David Hosack of Columbia College Li / 

in 1801 for an average price of #180 per 

lot. He established there what is known 

as the Elgin Botanical Gardens, opened J- i-iarenw d»yim 

mm t lnn/ . . i fcwWwi lliusm takes a stroll along the Avenue m the gos 

in 1804. In 1806 it contained two 

thousand species of plants, with one spacious greenhouse and tw<> hot-ln use s. This 
area was purchased from Dr. ITosack in 1814 by the Legislature, the State in turn 
deeding the land to Columbia College, to replace land granted long before and 
lost when Vermont (in which it lay) became a State. Columbia University holds 
this property, which is assessed today at thirty million dollars, and it has largely 
contributed to the great wealth of the college. Dr. Hosack was a distinguished 
figure in the city's early history and actively Interested in public affairs. Ik- 
was a prime mover in the foundation of Bellevue Hospital, and one of the 
physicians who attended Hamilton after his fatal duel with Burr. 

A memory of the Old Dutch times survives in the Fifth Avenue Collegiate 
Church, corner of 48th Street. This Dutch Reformed Church was dedicated in 
1872 and now stands on part of the Flgin Garden site. A bell, cast in Amsterdam 
in 1731, hangs in the tower. Originally it hung in the Middle Dutch Church on 
Nassau Street, and legend has it that it was taken down and hidden while the 
British held New York. Of course, when Peter Minuit, Director-General of the 
New Netherlands, in 1628 organized this church, he did not call it the Fifth Avenue 
Collegiate, nor did he dream of building it here, where the Indians would have 
seriously interfered with the services. The congregation that worships here is the 
rightful successor of that which nearly three hundred years ago used to meet in its 
primitive building, now downtown at Old Slip. 

In 1868 a small, three-story farmhouse and outbuildings occupied the center 
of the block on the west side of Fifth Avenue between Slst and 52d Streets. It was 
originally the Beinhauer farm and later became a vegetable garden maintained by 
Tsaiah Keyser, who catered to the residents along lower Fifth Avenue. This block 
is now occupied by the Vanderbilt "twin mansions," so called because of their simi- 
larity in design. William H. Vanderbilt built them in 1882. 
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Tram the original palming by J. J. siiwpor. Bj permHsInn ot Mr. unci Mrs. i-'ranciii a. ijhht, Nrwurk. Hi .1. 

Site of the Vamt>ehbilt Twin Hovses 



THE first Yanderhilt house on Fifth Avenue was built on the corner of 40th Street by Wm. H. 
Yanderbilt, The "Commodore," founder of the family fortune, never got farther uptown than 
Washington Place, where he had a yard spacious enough for a small circus ring, on which to 
exercise his horses and enable his children to practice horseback riding. The Commodore was a familiar 
figure behind n pair of spanking trotters, ti taste which was shared hy his son. YVm. H_. and his grandson, 
William TC. 

After leaving 40ih Street Wm, H, took possession of the town houses between 51st and 52d Streets, 
which, at the time of their erection, were the wonder of the day. Open spaces extended North on both 
sides of the Avenue almost to the Park. The rapid growth of the Avenue is aptly illustrated in the 
rural setting of the lieinhaucr farm, which is the site as it appeared when the town houses were started. 
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Fifth Avenue between 47II1 and $ist Streets. Elgin Botanic Gardens, about 182$ 



The Buckingham Hotel, built in 1877, and the Democratic Club for many 
years stood on part of the land donated by the city in 1827 to the New York 
Institute for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb. The workshops of this asylum 
were noted for their efficiency before the modern era of vocational guidance set in. 

The Buckingham made the first attempt to attract private families to a hotel 
so far north. Its initial pamphlet naively remarks: "There is no noise, no con- 
fusion of porters or waiters, no loungers or patrons of the bar, who are not guests 
of the house. No attempt is made at mere display. The 'Steamboat style' is 
nowhere visible. Single rooms, Eastlike style, £7.00 per week." 

The architecture of Fifth Avenue above 50th Street in the early '80's broke 
away from the brownstone tradition. The revolutionary experiment of William 
K. Vandcrbilt through his French chateau erected at 52d Street, marked a brilliant 
contrast which was followed in type with the addition of a park and porte-cochere 
in the Cornelius Vandcrbilt house at 58th Street. These were the costliest resi- 
dences that had until then been built in New York. The keynote struck by this 
French transplantation marked the style of residential architecture on Fifth Avenue 
for the next score of years, and has only recently been superseded by a return to 
the Georgian, as expressed in the Carnegie, Frick and other notable houses. In 
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St. Patrick's Catfu-dral, showing Pari of Raman Catholic Orphan Home on sits new occupied by Union Club 



the new business buildings some classic Old World structures have been almost 
wholly reproduced to the great advantage of the Avenue as a whole. 

St. Patrick's Cathedral, 50th to 51st Street, stands on what was once part 
of the Common Lands of the city. Archbishop Hughes planned the idea 
and James Rcnwick, Jr., who designed Grace Church, was the architect. The 
corner-stone was laid on August 15, 1858. Archbishop Hughes died in 1864, 
but his work w r as carried on by Cardinal McCloskcy, Archbishop Corrigan and 
Cardinal Farley. After years of effort to obtain the means to build this mag- 
nificent edifice, ultimately costing #+,000,000, the Cathedral was formallv opened 
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and blessed on May 25, 1879, and consecrated October 5, 1910. Just north of 
the Cathedral stood the Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum, the history of which 
goes back to 1817. Its Fifth Avenue home was occupied in 1852. The Union 
Club at 51st Street stands on ground once part of the asylum's site, 

St. Thomas' Church on the northwest corner of 53d Street, a fine example 
of Gothic architecture, was rebuilt after its predecessor on the site had been 
burned in 1906. On the west side, between 54th and 55th Streets, occupying 
the entire block, stood St. Luke's Hospital, one of the landmarks of the Avenue 
since 1858. This is now the site of the University Club. St. Luke's Hospital was 
opened with three nurses and nine patients. It is now located above the new 
St. John's Cathedral, on Morningsidc Heights. 

For fifty years the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church has stood at the north- 
west corner of Fifth Avenue and 55th Street. 

The block between 57th and 58th Streets, on the cast side of the Avenue, 
was built upon in 1871 by Mary Mason Jones, daughter of John Mason, a former 
president of the Chemical Bank, from whom she inherited the site. It was 
long known as "Marble Row." Tn 1825 Mason bought this tract for #1,500. 
In erecting the "Marble Row" Mrs. Jones introduced French tendencies in 
architecture, which finally marked the passing of the "brownstone fronts" as a 
fashion. She herself lived on the 57th Street corner; later her home was occupied 
by Mrs. Paran Stevens. The transition of the houses on "Marble Row" into 
business buildings may be summed up as the refinement of homes giving way to 
the refinement of service. The new business enterprises respect the spirit of the 
old walls. 

The hotels grouped at the 59th Street dividing line were once rocky knolls. 
Even after the Civil War, shallow ponds remained as vestiges of the brook which 
originally flowed down 59th Street. 

But the section above 59th Street was not always the center of wealth. 
At one time the territory clear to Mt, Morris Park was invaded by more than 
five thousand "wastrels," and was known as " Shantytown," and its queer in- 
habitants as "Squatters." (See illustration on page 17.) 

In this connection it must be remembered that the lighting of Fifth Avenue 
was an important factor in this northward growth. In 1847 gas was used only as 
far as 18th Street; In 1850 it was extended as far as 30th Street; and about 1870 
it was carried as far as 59th Street. 




© Hamilton. Maxwell. lac 

Panoramic vine of the Fifth Avenue section, comprishsi Fifth Avenue from Washington Square to rroth Street; Madison, Park, Fourth Avenues aid intersecting streets— 

the area protected through the activities of Tiie Fifth Avenue Association. 
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Fifth Avenue To-day 

By 

WILLIAM J. PEORTCK, 
IN COLLABORATION WITH FREDERICK N. SARD 

''I can not play upon any stringed instru- 
ment; but I can tell you how of ft little 
village to make a great anil glorioue city." 

Theshstocles 

History is change; we wish to measure the change. For us, there is an apparent 
choice of units with which to do so. The progress from one generation to another 
may be estimated in any of several valuations: that of the artist, that of the 
student of society, that of the economist. And each description, though it seems to 
differ from the others, will be concerned with the same thing — will be telling the 
same story. 

To Fifth Avenue, one hundred years brought a new world of commerce, a 
new type of architecture, a vastly varied population. These are not separate facts — 
there is only one fact: Fifth Avenue has grown. Of this growth a table of realty 
values is only seemingly a one-sided index; actually it is the final test. 

The earliest recorded assessment of real estate on Fifth Avenue occurs in the 
year 1826, when the section from Washington Arch to 13th Street was valued by 
the authorities at $14,600. 

Our readers will appreciate the importance of presenting for the first time a 
comparative table of realty values in the Fifth Avenue section from 1826 to 1924. 



A Century of Realty Values 



District 


Dale 


Value 


1924 Value 


Exempt 1924 


FIFTH AVENUE 




in Dollars 






1826 


14,600 


M 28,000 


1,167,000 


13th to 23d Street 


1836 


405,000 


29,541,500 


23d to 34th Street 


1838 


246,500 


61,947,000 


1,000,000 


34th to 40th Street 


1838 


138,800 


71,802,000 


2,390,000 


40th to 86th Street 


1841 


397,000 


259,61 1,000 


53,250,000 


86th to 110th Street 


1841 


173,000 


22,287,000 


11,613,000 


MADISON AVENUE 










23d to 40th Street 


1840 


112,300 


59,462,000 


1,950,000 


40th to 59th Street 


1864 


036,000 


64,064,000 


1,290.000 


PARK AVENUE 










34th to 40th Street 


1844 


33,100 


10,874,000 


800,000 


40th to 59th Street 


1855 


297,510 


85,746,000 


3,310,00(1 


59th to 86th Street 


1855 


219,000 


53,104,000 


16,000,000 


CROSSTOWN 










Lexington Avenue or Irving Place 


to Sixth Avenue 








14th Street 


1836 


184,000 


13,265,000 




23d Street 


1838 


158,000 


25,428,000 




34th Street 


1840 


49,375 


27,616,000 


800,000 




1841 


43,200 


33,861,000 


57 th Street 


1841 


15,000 


26,494,000 


890,000 


59th Street 


1841 


12,000 


10,409,000 


155,000 
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Fifth Amtuc looking north from Washington Arch to 14th Sinet 
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As these figures represent tne first authentic and complete valuations, it is 
proper to refer to the sources of the classification, and the method pursued. The 
values listed have been ascertained by a study of the assessment books of the vari- 
ous wards, checked by field books and lot maps. The Tax Department has been 
followed strictly and in accordance with its practice, the New York Public Library', 
at 42d Street and Fifth Avenue, valued at #29,400,000, is credited to the exemption 
total of Fifth Avenue. The Grand Central zone, from 45th to 42d Street, and from 
Depew Place to Vanderbilt Avenue, is valued at 323,600,000. No distinction has 
been made by the Tax Department as to which part of its value has been ascribed 
to 42d Street; it has not, therefore, been entered. On Fifth Avenue, that section 
of Mt, Sinai Hospital fronting on Fifth Avenue has been added to its exemption 
totals, whereas those of its buildings facing on other streets have not been so 
credited. On Madison Avenue above 42d Street, as in many other places, the 1924 
assessment had not as yet entered the newer buildings at full value, as they were in 
course of construction at the time our history was written. 

From the criss-crossing of Indian trails and rural lanes to a stately, wide 
avenue, is the development of a century, in which the rate of growth has been 
accelerated every twenty years. With the year 1900 the Avenue turned to large 
scale enterprise that altered whole sections. To seize the main outlines of this 
growth within the limits of this narrative, it is necessary for us to rely on the bird's- 
eye view which only figures can give, aided by the vivid aerial photograph, 
reproduced on page 98. Our table of realty values tells one half the story; the 
other half lies in the building program which swung giant cranes skyward, 
loaded with steel. Building activity in the Fifth Avenue section is one of 
the seven vrondcrs of twentieth century commerce. Its foundations were laid 
deeper than rock, for the roots of the industrial expansion of the Fifth Avenue 
section are the civic improvements which prepared the way. 

The peak of the twenty-year development was reached in the period from 1922 
to 1924, when approximately #200,000,000 was invested in the erection of every 
type of modern structure, amongst which were office buildings, retail establish- 
ments, apartment houses, and hotels. The effects of this enterprise are not limited 
to commerce or industry; wc shall see later how even architecture and the arts are 
stimulated. 

Our record is not confined to any one portion of the Fifth Avenue section. 
From Washington Square on the south to 110th Street on the north, and from Park 
Avenue to the Sixth Avenue lot line, the building drama goes on. In the story of 
the "Old Fifth Avenue" we chose the sentimental sequence, starting with Wash- 
ington Square as the birthplace of the Avenue; in this chapter we retrace our steps 
along the same northward path, which commerce elected to take in the hundred 
years that passed. 

Below 14th Street the section retains its suggestion of repose and of nineteenth 
century tranquillity. Perhaps it is little more than a suggestion; facts would make- 
it altogether modern, for at the lower end of the Avenue a new and valuable apart- 
ment house center developed in the vicinity of Washington Square. It was more 
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than a decade ago when the first modern apartment was built in that section, in 
the neighborhood of 11th Street, but it is only within the period we are summarizing, 
1922-1924, that it has come to the front as one of the city's most important centers 
for the modern type of apartment house, often called multi-family buildings. This 
development has changed conspicuously the sky line of Fifth Avenue south of 
12th Street. 

Above 14th Street the Avenue lias successfully passed the difficult transition 
period which is treated fully later, as a chapter in civics. With the happy exodus 
of the garment industries away from Fifth Avenue, a new type of industry, more 
in harmony with the requirements and prestige of the Fifth Avenue section, has 
settled itself. This tendency trails for the modern office and loft building type, 
and has resulted in grouping wholesale offices and show-room with such rapidity 
as to help this section in acquiring a definite character. Authorities on city 
development believe that the healthy changes introduced in recent years will 
eventually eliminate the use of Fifth Avenue property in that section for manu- 
facturing purposes. Helping this 
movement all along the Avenue, 
from 12th Street north, notable 
alterations were made to old 
buildings, bringing them up to 
the new standards, which replace 
the old needle trades with new, 
attractive offices. 

Strengthening this trend 
the 34th Street corner on Madi- 
son Avenue became the focal 
point of the city's silk trade. 
Important textile interests ac- 
quired ground in that neighbor- 
hood, with plans to erect tall 
office buildings. 

The manifold variety of 
business in this region is an in- 
dication of the range of interests 
comprised in the Fifth Avenue 
section. The insurance colony, 
for example, rubs elbows with 
the silk trade; shops devoted to 
art wares and interior decora- 
tion, rugs, and pictures for the 
home that delight the tourists; 
and as if definitely to fix this section for the insurance business, one of the leading 
companies will locate about Madison Square, razing for its purpose Madison 
Square Garden. If the famous "Diana" at the top of the garden is to go, the 
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Fifth Ahs&hg looking north from 14th Sirt-ct 
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new building will have a tower of its own modern choosing, higher than the 
goddess of Greek mythology. 

In the section immediately south of 42d Street the building activity involved 
a cost of more than $5,000,000. The vicinity of Madison Avenue became the 
center of notable building projects, in which the present day architecture of great, 
vertical masses created a new sky line. On the west side entire blocks have been 
converted into office buildings. 

Perhaps the transformation that most captivates the imagination is that 
through which the Grand Central zone passed, with the erection of massive and 
imposing office buildings, the removal of the old elevated spur across 42d 
Street from the Grand Central Station to Third Avenue, and the fixing of this 
section as the mid-town financial center. Huge buildings present a solid phalanx 
of power and symmetry. The Madison Avenue widening, between 23d and 69th 
Streets, resulted in an extensive office building program, which is an excellent 
example of how closely building investment follows street improvement. From 
39th Street north to 47th Street tower office and hotel buildings, and, as if to 
emulate the progress expressed in the new fourteen or eighteen story structures, 
older buildings were altered, to conform to the new era. It is properly a part of 
this record to state the fact that the Investment in the period we are covering, for 
the blocks between 42d Street and 50th Street, in this section, totaled more than 
310,000,000. Further north on Madison Avenue the street widening encouraged 
the opening of many new shops and the radical reconstruction of building fronts 
to conform to the new street lines. A prominent shopping and business source 
has been created practically over night through the patronage from the residential 
sections in Park Avenue, the cross streets, the Upper Fifth Avenue district, and 
the building of new apartments. 

Several years before this history was written 45th Street was by common 
consent the northerly line of sound office building ventures, but in 1923 the invasion 
of high-class office buildings, taking in both sides of Fifth Avenue, started at 46th 
Street. The limit of this expansion cannot be predicted, for the reason that 
reported sales northward toward 57th Street indicate that the old brown-stone 
buildings will give way, in the near future, to the modern building program we 
are outlining. 

It is but natural that the northward trend of building operations should have 
had definite influence on the rise of 57th Street to a new "boulevard of trade." 
Between 1922 and 1924 the building program added important industries to this 
street. The grouping of great piano makers on 57th Street is indeed a significant 
chapter in our industrial history. The original character of that street, as a center 
for the fine and applied arts, was enhanced by the erection of several new buildings 
for noted dealers in paintings and etchings. Interwoven with these trade move- 
ments came new banks and new apartment hotels. 

This review, which we date with the year 1924, will impress upon us the sober 
truth of the saying that, "All things are in flux." On the other hand it will 
help us to cherish the old landmarks which remain. It is well to read our history 
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Fifth Avenue looking south from Madison Square 



in the liglit erf the fact that the growth to higher standards is a direct product 
of civic pride, and civic pride is as efficient a cheek on the wrong kind of com- 
mercialism as is historical sentiment. It is part of our task, therefore, to rewrite 
our building story in civic terms. 

In building, the investor deals with more than figures. The character of 
surrounding property is an important clement. The character of the neighbor- 
hood in relation to civic pride and civic spirit is an important consideration. The 
Fifth Avenue section earned its stability because men had faith in it and fought to 
uphold its standards. The widening of the street, in terms of engineering, is a 
cold fact. In terms of communal growth it means organized thoughtfulness, regard 
for the future, and a vigilance which commercial interest alone is not sufficient to 
explain. How The Fifth Avenue Association was instrumental in organizing civic 
forces in the Fifth Avenue section, in behalf of industrial growth, is a separate part 
of our narrative. It is necessary at this stage only to point out that specific 
improvements have brought an immediate response in building activity, and the 
stimulation has quickly spread through the immediate neighborhoods. The under- 
tone heard throughout the whole movement has been a growing realization of the 
stability and promise of the entire Fifth Avenue section. Men to-day believe, as 
a matter of business logic, that organized vigilance plays a large part in increasing 
business and realty values. 
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Pericles, the great Greek, deter- 
mined upon the rebuilding of Athens 
as the best means of wisely distribut- 
ing wealth among his people. The 
rebuilding of Fifth Avenue in the 
twentieth century is likewise a true 
expression of civic statesmanship. 
* * 

It would be a mistake to assume 
that the industrial transformation we 
have pictured was cither sudden or 
arbitrary. In history every stage of 
progress is prepared by the preceding 
conditions. Fifth Avenue as an in- 
dustrial commonwealth is not the 
exclusive possession of the twentieth 
century; nor did it introduce any dis- 
cordant elements. In fact, many of 
the important enterprises which are 
doing business in the Fifth Avenue of 
to-day arc older than Fifth Avenue 
itself. What happened at the close of 
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East side of Fifth Aftnut looking north from 26th Street, with 
bronSe traffic signal tower in the foreground 

the nineteenth century was a north- 
ward movement of trade, the end of 
which is not yet, as this chapter is 
written. 

Nineteen hundred found Fifth 
Avenue essentially a residential street, 
with intermittent shops that fringed 
the Mid-Victorian Union Square retail 
section, retaining a mellow dignity. 
Fifth Avenue was then a social doc- 
trine. Most of the retail stores on Fifth 
Avenue were below 34th Street, the 
main stream of commerce being along 
Sixth Avenue and along Broadway. 

The important publishing houses 
of the city were grouped in this region. 
In spite of migrations during the years, 
their establishments to-day are still 
either on the Avenue itself, or within 
the radius of the section. At the be- 
ginning of the twentieth century the 
stirrings of a new r life were not obvious 
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to the contemporary observer. All Fifth Avenue was laid out with a serious tone 
that suggested permanence. The early pioneers of Fifth Avenue commerce trans- 
acted business in the days when life was leisurely. Fine shops devoted to women's 
apparel, to hosiery, and to leather goods mingled gracefully with specialists in 
chinaware, jewelers, and silversmiths. 

Then came trade as we know it in the modern sense. It came with rapid 
strides, with vivid enthusiasm, and it settled on land rich in historical interest. 
Buildings were thrown up where once stood sleeping mansions or farm-houses, or 
where a brook had rippled along peacefully only a few years before. Department 
stores, specialists in dress, furs, linens, laces, art wares, interior decoration — all the 
trades that minister to the refinements of life — penetrated Fifth Avenue from 34th 
Street north, and laid the foundation for its retail supremacy. The first trade 
movement was related to the neighborhood of the Fifth Avenue Hotel at 23d Street; 
the second, after 1901, to the vicinity of the Waldorf-Astoria, at 34th Street. 

These pioneer merchants felt such pride in their business homes that they 
bestowed upon them architectural beauty and dignity. The art and science of the 
whole world, from Greek civilization to the present, were called upon to furnish 
them, so that the term "commercial palace" became a symbol of the new age. 
They went to the classical examples of the Renaissance in Italy to celebrate the 
new world Renaissance in industry. 

It was not an easy matter for the merchant in 1900 to feel sure of his judgment 
in moving northward on Fifth Avenue. Many keen New Yorkers were dubious as 
to the success of what was called a hazardous experiment. The price of real estate 
at the beginning of the twentieth century was considered well nigh prohibitive. 
Let it be said candidly that there was ground for this skepticism. The greater part 
of Fifth Avenue was still lined with old brownstones; in spite of the fact that 
business had encroached upon many of the lower stories, the region was still largely 
residential. But the decision to make the Avenue a center of industry joined to 
art was wise, as well as prophetic, for the very traditions which attach to its name 
w r ere to become the foundation stones of its new greatness. 

The notable growth of the retail establishments in the past twenty years is 
not a caprice of Fate. Though the normal increase in population and the general 
development of New York as the leading city in the world, have had their inevitable 
influences on our Avenue, these will not serve to define the particular quality that 
is embraced in the phrase "Fifth Avenue Shops." It is fair to believe that the high 
origin of the thoroughfare and its adjacent streets and avenues has moulded its 
rise to commercial eminence. 

Fifth Avenue, through the concerted efforts of Its merchants, has emphasized 
the fact that art value is in no way affected by rarity, period, age or source. Art 
value Is determined by intrinsic quality and not by price. Fifth Avenue is the 
center of a group which distributes both foreign and domestic wares. Democracy 
for art provides a place for both. Heretofore Imported goods were given the 
preference. Products are now judged on their merits alone. In that way Fifth 
Avenue has given a new impetus to Democracy in Art. 
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The merchant pioneers have raised the standard of democratic art, making 
quality products accessible to an ever larger population so that the person of 
moderate means may find pleasure and satisfaction in form and color as employed 
in merchandise of reasonable price. Because of this emphasis on beauty in com- 
merce and service in business, Fifth Avenue has always the aspect of an international 
exposition, with every country in the world represented in the display of the stores. 
Each great division of merchandise is exhibited with a feeling for the real ensemble, 
which is a vast improvement over the primitive window display methods of earlier 
days. Apparel and accessories; house furnishings and interior decorations and art 
wares combine to make an ever changing exhibit of novelty, beauty and interest. 
Such exposition of Fifth Avenue merchandise differs from a vast museum only in that 
the goods may be purchased and made a part of the lives of those who view them. 

ft is a significant fact that a major movement of trade is seldom in a straight 
line, but extends its influence into adjacent sections. This interchange of pro- 
gressive tendencies characterizes the Fifth Avenue Section. Hence the growing 
co-operation between art and industry was not confined to any given number of 
blocks, nor to any single type of commercial activity. The crosstown streets and 
the Avenues to the east and west of Fifth Avenue all shared in the movement to 
bring business to a higher standard of service and beauty. 

The 14th Street section has been the converging point for many of the oldest 
traditions of the Avenue. Its roots have survived even the radical changes wiiich 
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at one time threatened to introduce a doubtful type of industry. Old Union Square 
cradled the first fine shops; to-day, in spite of the kaleidoscopic scene, excellent, 
retail establishments, art shops, book stores and prominent wholesalers combine 
to make a modern commercial center. 

The 34th Street section with its variety of industries would require a chapter 
in itself. This crosstown street is a central artery of the great city, spacious in 
width, possessing notable buildings, and specimens of fine architecture. It is an 
important part of the mid-town shopping and hotel district and its list of busi- 
ness institutions makes a shopping roster of distinction. Leading department 
stores and specialty shops affirm the retail importance of this thoroughfare. 

The 42d Street section, little more than a deserted region at the beginning of 
the twentieth century, is to-day an important trunklinc of The Fifth Avenue 
District. Retail trade and finance maintain an activity which serves further to 
fix the importance of the mid-town area. New banks, new hotels, new office 
buildings symbolize an extension of industry and have earned for this section 
the title of the '"uptown financial district." The well organized changes brought 
about in the Grand Central Section have added civic as well as industrial wealth. 

The most recent of the crosstown streets to contribute to the commercial 
expansion of the Fifth Avenue zone is 57th Street. As far back as 1888, a noted 
American literary critic, W. C. Brownell, reported the transformation brought about 
by the introduction" of a new aristocratic apartment house." He was somewhat 
disturbed by the proximity of the new building to a Gothic Church. However, 
this contrast of tradition and novelty gives these crosstown highways their unique 
character. Prestige was conferred upon 57th Street by the notable clubs and the 
civic and scientific societies grouped upon it. Later came fine specialty shops, 
art galleries, the salons of great piano makers, new office and banking buildings. 

Measuring the importance of any commercial development Is merely a matter 
of the right perspective. Details may emphasize certain aspects but only a sum- 
mary of the aggregate of interests embraced in a given section can convey a correct 
valuation. If we stress figures in this review, it is because Commerce is quanti- 
tative. True, quantity is only one aspect of the situation; the forces underlying 
the growth we have sketched are responsive to another kind of definition. 

The abridged census taken by the Fifth Avenue Association in 1924 to show 
the range of industrial activities in the Fifth Avenue section discloses that over 
one hundred distinct types of business prevailed In that year. A partial classified 
list follows: 

Advertising, Antiques, Architects, Art Dealers, Automobiles, Banking and 
Finance, Book Shops, Brokers, Builders, Building Materials, Carpets and Rugs, 
China Ware, Chinese Goods, Cleaners and Dyers, Clothing, Commission Mer- 
chants, Confectionery, Cotton Goods, Department Stores, Dressmaking, Dress 
Trimmings, Druggists, Dry Goods, Electrical, Engineers, Florists, Fruits, Furni- 
ture, Furs, Gifts and Gloves, Haberdashers, flair, Hardware, Hats, Hosiery and 
Underwear, Hotels and Restaurants, House Furnishings, Importers, Insurance, 
Interior Decorators, Jewelers, Knit Goods, Laces and Embroidery, Leather Goods, 
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Lighting Fixtures, Linens, Machinery, Mantels and Fireplaces, Milliner}', Musical, 
Newspapers, Opticians, Perfumes, Photographers, Picture Frames, Printing, Pro- 
fessions, Publishers, Radio, Real Estate, Shoes, Silks, Specialty Shops, Sporting 
Goods, Tailors, Tobacco Products, Textiles, Toys, Trunks, Umbrellas, Upholstery, 
Veiling, Wall Paper, Women's Apparel, Woolens. 

The evolution of trade represented in this summary was not a series of fortu- 
nate accidents. The eminent desirability of the Fifth Avenue section for business 
purposes is not determined by taste or caprice. Men make commerce; and not 
the reverse. The character of merchants is an important factor, equal to street 
advantages, physical facilities, accessibility and other purely commercial features. 
When men who have the common purpose to sustain the dignity of an industrial 
commonwealth formulate their like-mindedness into organized effort, civic plan- 
ning results. 

The commercial expansion which opened this century started briskly, with 
something of a tumult. There was not sufficient awareness for the future. After 
the first uncertainty as to whether Fifth Avenue could be a business street at all, 
it became an almost fervid intention of shopkeepers, wholesalers, and manufac- 
turers to move into it. Fifth Avenue was a sudden industrial fetish. New build- 
ings were hastily thrown up. There was a great increase in traffic. There was 
confusion. 

To direct this trade expansion and to prevent permanent injury to the section, 
the Fifth Avenue Association was organized in 1907. Then, its main purpose was 
to oppose the wrong kind ol commercialism and to safeguard the standards which 
are the heritage of Fifth Avenue. In the succeeding years it was able to create 
an affirmative program of civic improvement, without relaxing vigilance against 
destructive influences generally. The first menace it was called upon to remove 
was the invasion of the garment industries, in 1911, into manufacturing loft build- 
ings, where sweatshops were hatched. The Association realized that the only 
means of heading off the threatened destruction of Fifth Avenue and the neigh- 
boring district lay in legislation. 

The disastrous Asch Building fire, on the outskirts of lower Fifth Avenue, in 
1911, presented the first opportunity to start a reform along legislative lines. In 
working for the State Factory Investigating Commission, the Association stood 
upon the sound reasoning that any restriction which would tend to keep factories 
out of Fifth Avenue would not only conserve property values, but would tend also 
to conserve the health of the workers by having them employed under better 
conditions. 

The proposal was favorably acted upon and legislation was enacted restricting 
factories and factor}' structures, making it impossible in some cases for manufac- 
turing establishments to exist in Fifth Avenue. To make permanent the good 
effect of this initial reform, a Fifth Avenue Commission was appointed in 1911 to 
advise and consult with the President of the Borough of Manhattan on all matters 
pertaining to the welfare of Fifth Avenue. The first fruit of its labor was the 
recommendation made that building heights be limited in Fifth Avenue, and 
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within a prescribed distance east and west of it, to 125 feet. Tn adopting this 
recommendation the city officials prescribed 300 feet as the distance east and 
west of the Avenue and a few months later the Board of Estimate and Apportion- 
ment provided for the appointment of a commission on building heights. 

The movement to regulate building had by this time enlisted the support of 
the more important civic organizations and what was originally a defensive measure 
became the nucleus of a constructive program. On May 7, 1912, civic organizations 
and prominent citizens met in a City Plan Conference. The purpose of the gather- 
ing was educational rather than specific and helped to encourage the Building 
I [eights Commission in an important legislative program, by which the City 
Charter was amended in two respects. One of these granted to the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment the power to district the city by varying height and 
area regulation in different sections, while the other allowed the Board to district 
the city according to the use of property, and to restrict the location of trades and 
industries. Under the authority conferred by these amendments the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment appointed a Commission on Building Districts and 
Restrictions, upon whose report, following a study of the whole subject, the new 
building regulations were finally adopted in July, 1916. 

The work of the Association did not rest with the adoption of sound principles ; 
it actually helped in their execution. It compiled the necessary data bearing on 
the problem; legal assistance was rendered, and for the first time an adequate 
collation was made of ordinances and laws relative to the regulation and restriction 
of buildings, not only in this country but abroad. The influences of this activity 
ramified into other than commercial aspects. The very style of architecture has 
been profoundly modified by the zoning legislation we have outlined. One of the 
provisions of the zoning law divides the City into districts in which the height of a 
building is fixed as a definite multiple of the width of the street. In the Fifth Avenue 
section there are three different "height, districts" — \% times, \ x /i times and 2 
times the width of the street. This height is fixed for the cornice line. Beyond 
that the building may be raised by terraced floors or through a slope in the roof to 
a height determined by the width of the street and the area of the lot. 

If, therefore, various sections of Fifth Avenue disclose varying aspects of 
architecture, it is more the result of civic legislation than artistic temperament. 
From a study of the buildings along the Avenue, adjacent avenues and side streets, 
one might construct several histories, which would give not only an approximate 
account of business development, but a congealed record of building regulation. 
We do not mean to deny the intrinsic tendency of architecture in this country, 
which demands that the architect design masses of bulk never before dreamed of, 
turning to monolithic construction. Not only must he design the shell of buildings ; 
he must handle entire blocks In his construction. Thus the business build- 
ings of today embody a change in the perspective of beauty. Before the twen- 
tieth century the ideal was European, a more or less systematic collection of 
curves. The new buildings are entirely American, substituting the straight line 
for the arc. 
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The zoning law reviewed in this chapter encourages a pyramidal or cone 
shape above the cornice line, and thus eliminates the large boxlike buildings that 
threatened for a time to mar the Avenue's skylines. The buildings of the new Fifth 
Avenue recede gracefully from the cornice line, and the architect is encouraged to 
give special thought to the street elevation. This development of light steel con- 
struction and terraced roofs, together with the further zoning provision which 
permits the erection of a tower on 25 per cent of the lot area, has resulted in a 
loftiness and lightness astonishing to anyone accustomed to the buildings of the 
last generation. 

The civic activity of the Association was not limited to the important problem 
of building and zoning. Better lighting, repaving, the improvement of sidewalk 
bridges and other temporary structures, improved street-cleaning methods, were 
some of the immediate concerns which were made an integral part of its work. In 
1917 it succeeded in obtaining an ordinance eliminating the construction of pro- 
jecting and illuminated signs. With its building fronts disfigured by huge adver- 
tising devices, Fifth Avenue would be devoid of beauty and lacking in dignity. No 
sooner had the first few ungainly signs been erected than the Association sensed 
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the danger which would result from their multiplication, and it secured the passage 
of the ordinance that has since been extended to other streets in the Fifth Avenue 
section with equally beneficial results. 

One of the most difficult situations confronted in this work of sectional planning 
was the traffic congestion which was the direct result of the vast increase in the 
number of automobiles, inaugurated during the twentieth century. Of all the 
methods of amelioration, the system of signal control upon the Avenue was believed 
to be the most practical. When the City of New York decided upon the permanent 
regulation of traffic through signal towers on Fifth Avenue, the Fifth Avenue 
Association in 1922 proceeded with its plan to secure a type of tower structure that 
would be distinctive and in harmony with the Avenue's architectural aspect. On 
December 18th of that year, in the presence of officials of the Government and before 
a throng of spectators, the first of seven new bronze towers of a design selected in 
international competition was unveiled and presented by the Fifth Avenue Associa- 
tion to the City of New York, the Mayor of the City accepting the same in its 
behalf. Soon thereafter the remaining six towers were similarly presented to and 
accepted by the City of New York and placed in operation, completing the tower 
system of traffic regulation north from Washington Square to 57th Street. The 
new traffic towers, of a subdued elegance, were constructed at an approximate cost 
of 3125,000, and presented to the city as a result of the contributions of hundreds 
of public-spirited citizens and business houses. 

As an additional measure in solving the problem of traffic regulation, the 
Association, through its continued campaign for street widening and street improve- 
ments, helped to bring about in the Fifth Avenue section the addition of 148,777 
square feet of traffic space during 1923, and 141,612 feet during 1924, through the 
narrowing of sidewalks, the space being added to the roadways. 

If there is a moral to be drawn from this shaping of the new Fifth Avenue, its 
planned beauty, its unequaled business and realty value, its balance between art 
and industry, it is that every community is the builder of its own character and the 
creator of its own values. A governing administration cannot designate the type 
of business and business development, it cannot introduce new legislation or amend 
the old, without the organized consensus of its mercantile and industrial interests 
coupled with the co-operation and support of city authorities. If we have stressed, 
somewhat in detail, the sequence of principles and methods enforced by the work 
of the Fifth Avenue Association, we have done so to trace a valid experience in 
community development. 

At this point in our story it is well to review those possessions of Fifth Avenue 
which no industrial development can mar or displace. In 1918, during the World 
War, Fifth Avenue was designated as the "Avenue of the Allies," and on it assem- 
bled in solemn splendid parade the forces of Democracy from every clime. Fifth 
Avenue made war history when at a luncheon tendered by the Fifth Avenue 
Association Liberty Bonds totaling 352,000,000 were sold in forty-five minutes. 
The spirit of this period is beautifully preserved in the "eternal light" which was 
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erected at Madison Square Park on Armistice Day, November 11, 1923, to com- 
memorate the first homecoming of the victorious Army and Navy of the United 
States from foreign shores. On the broad marble base arc inscribed the names of 
the great battles in which American troops participated. On a tablet is inscribed 
the simple legend: 

"An Eternal Light 
An Inspiration 
and a Promise of 
Enduring Peace 
This star was lighted 
November XI, MCMXXIII 

In memory of those who have 
made the supreme sacrifice 
for the triumph of the Free 
Peoples of the World" 

A great monument, in the style of the renaissance, is tnc New York Public 
Library, from 40th to 42d Streets. The building is low; its material mostly 
Vermont marble. The corner stone was laid May 10, 1902, and the building was 
opened to the public May 23, 1911. The Library may justly claim front rank 
amongst similar institutions throughout the world, possessing in its reference rooms 
1,500,000 volumes. A feature of great interest to the tourist as well as to the 
New Yorker, is the picture gallery, which houses the gifts of James Lenox, the 
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Robert Stuart collection, and Mime of John Jacob Astor's pictures presented by 
William Waldorf Astor, 

Above Central Park is a public building 90 Fifth Avenue of which not only- 
New York but the whole Intted States is proud the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, occupying the area between 80th and 85th Slrccts on Fifth Avenue. It is 
the largest and most important art museum j n tne country, and :i brief history of 
its. origin if therefore appropriate. In November, 1869, a committee of fiftj was 
appointed tit raise an endowment of 8250,000 for a museum In January, 1870, 
with Joint Taylor Johnston as President, the first trustees and officers were elected. 
Dodworth Building at 681 Fifth Avenue was the first home of the museum, until 
tile Central I'ark building was completed in 1879. Adtlii ions have been made to 
the building continuously, lire museum houses several collections nf ancient 
Greek, Oriental, Medieval, Renaissance, and modern art. From time to time 
contemporary art is exhibited. The institution has an art library of importance, 
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It has been said in recent years that Fifth Avenue is the pulse of the National 
life. To its upbuilding the whole Nation lias paid tribute. Here can be traced 
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the several periods of National advance- 
ment; the growth of National wealth 
and luxury are indelibly stamped upon 
the buildings in which their represen- 
tatives have found their abiding place. 
The successful man of two generations 
ago was satisfied with the high stoop 
and the brownstone front. Later came 
the period of great personal fortunes, 
which found their external expressions 
in the old Astor houses, in the Van- 
derbilt palaces and in the Huntington 
mansion. 

With the unparalleled accession of 
National wealth in the past two dec- 
ades, there came a new spirit and a 
new substance. In a greater degree 
than before the Avenue has become the 
prerogative of wealth; its importance 
has broadened with the development, 
of the City as the headquarters of 
American finance. When in 1905 the 
great formations of capital moved their 
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headquarters to Manhattan Island they 
brought an army of rich men, to whose 
aspirations an important city estab- 
lishment had become essential. The 
Avenue thus became cosmopolitan and 
dedicated itself not to a single city or a 
single state, but to the country at large. 

There is a widespread impression 
that these evidences of wealth and social 
distinction are limited to that portion 
of Fifth Avenue above 59th Street. The 
fact that the uptown Fifth Avenue is 
exclusively residential will explain this 
misconception. But to the observer a 
most inviting vista of contrasts is un- 
folded by the notable club buildings 
and imposing churches that punctuate 
commerce from Washington Square to 
the Plaza. They are not alien heri- 
tages of a dead past but neighbors 
to industry and inspirers to mer- 
chants, daily witnesses of the spiritual 
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values and the social graces that arc incorporated into the very being of Fifth 
Avenue. 

The development of beautiful homes above Central Park gives to that part of 
Fifth Avenue a uniformity of purpose and a great variety of architectural interest. 
The assemblage of notable residences is an exhibit of the best that has been known 
and built in the architecture of the whole world. 

When in 1905 Andrew Carnegie selected the 90th Street corner of Fifth Avenue 
for his monumental home, his nearest neighbors were the inhabitants of small 
shanties on the opposite side. Wiseacres ridiculed his boldness but he had not 
long been in possession of his new acquisition, before the precedent was taken up 
by a group of industrial geniuses. His mansion soon became a symbol of American 
Industrialism. Andrew Carnegie was followed by Henry Phipps of Pittsburgh, 
whose success was made manifest in a magnificent dwelling at 87th Street. Then 
William A. Clark built his ornate structure at 77th Street. Charles T. Yerkcs, 
the promoter of City rapid transit, erected a home at 68th Street. Daniel G. 
Reid, pioneer of the tinplatc industry, built on the block between 79th and 80th 
Streets. William B. Leeds, James B. Haggin, were amongst those who helped to 
create an empire of residences. 

In the first years of the present century, tne growtn of population had so 
elevated land values that all except the very rich were driven to apartments. It 
has taken only a little more than a decade to change this situation to the new 
fashion of wealth seeking to be domiciled in colossal apartment houses. Tt was not 
long after the adoption of the Zoning Law in 1916, that the desirability of upper 
Fifth Avenue property for the erection of the newly developed modern apartment 
house had a deplorable result. Several buildings of towering, box-like shape were 
constructed, completely hemming in and overshadowing the beautiful private 
dwellings that had earned for this section the title of "Millionaires' Row." The 
Fifth Avenue Association organized the support ol the property owners whose 
homes were menaced, and after several years of sustained effort, secured an amend- 
ment to the Zoning Law, on November 25, 1921, reducing the allowable building 
height in that section from 150 feet to 75 feet. This amendment was the subject 
of court action in which the decisions swung from the favorable to the unfavorable. 
In April, 1924, the Court of Appeals of the State of New York set aside the favor- 
able decision of the Lower Court and ruled that the amendment was not valid. 
This decision released the restrictions of height and threw upper Fifth Avenue 
open for the erection of tall buildings. 

Thus the cycle of change adds ever new situations in the drama of Fifth 
Avenue; but the fundamental character of the section remains. The quality of 
"Millionaires' Row" is permanent, from the palatial Club, at Fifth Avenue and 
60th Street, along the two-mile stretch of imposing dwellings. 

Wc have surveyed a history rich in the intermingling of romance and progress. 
Progress, from one aspect, is romance ; but we have not tried to slur over some of the 
developments in the hundred years past, which might be termed retrogression. It 
has been observed by historians long ago that progress is never in a straight line 
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but moves along spirals, in which the decline is later merged into an ascent. This 
is particularly true of Fifth Avenue, which has been able to assimilate setbacks and 
even to find the germ of goodness in things evil. An interesting example of this 
fact has been conveyed in our recital of the civic triumphs won by The Fifth Avenue 
section over destructive forces. That victory, with the permanent welfare 
program to which it led, were directly brought about by the vicious condition for 
which correction was sought. 

Because of this participation in creating the greater Fifth Avenue of the 
twentieth century, and because of its reverence for the old Fifth Avenue, The Fifth 
Avenue Association was impelled to mark the one hundredth anniversary of the 
opening of the thoroughfare, with appropriate centennial festivities. No one urged 
it to this step; there were no interests to serve. There was a debt of loyalty and of 
love to pay. And so the Association called into counsel its membership, to work out 
a Centennial Celebration in keeping with the dignity of the section, and with those 
ideals of which it is the guardian. 

This decision met with instant, nation wide approval. Organizations and 
individuals hastened to endorse the movement and in that way to honor Fifth 
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Avenue. Calvin Coolidge, President of the United States, in accepting the Honor- 
ary Chairmanship of the Advisory Body, expressed this tribute to the section: 
"Realizing the significance and the sentiments that attach to Fifth Avenue not 
only in the Nation's metropolis, but indeed throughout the entire country, and 
even the world, I find it a satisfaction to accept the invitation." An equally 
stirring tribute from the State of New York was expressed by Alfred E. Smith, 
the Governor, in a message in which he stated amongst other things : "The hundred 
years covered by the march of Fifth Avenue to national and international fame are 
without a parallel in the history of mankind for civic achievement, art in industry 
and ethics in business. Knowing the work of The Fifth Avenue Association in 
planning this remarkable growth, my acceptance of your invitation to become an 
Honorary Chairman of the Centennial Committee, is more than a formality." 
And from the City of New York, through its Mayor, John F. Hylan, came this 
moving acknowledgement: "I am gratified to have the opportunity to become an 
Honorary Chairman of the Centennial Committee which is in charge of the plans 
for Centennial Week, to be held November 15th to 22d, 1924. The power and 
beauty of the metropolis, its phenomenal progress by leaps and bounds and its 
continued triumphant march on the path of achievement are glowingly epitomized 
in this most magnificant of thoroughfares. The heartiest acknowledgements are 
due to all who have contributed to its present fair estate, conspicuous among these 
is The Fifth Avenue Association." 

The program of features was entrusted to seven committees which organized 
important aspects of Fifth Avenue achievements through appropriate street deco- 
rations, artistic displays and exhibits of merchandise, and through community 
co-operation with civic, educational and religious officials. The Annual Dinner of 
The Fifth Avenue Association was converted into a gala Centennial Dinner at 
which orations were delivered expressive of the tribute from the Nation, the State 
and the City to the Fifth Avenue section. 

Among the features of Centennial Week worthy of a permanent record was 
the civic program carried out with the co-operation of the educational officials of 
the city. All of the public and parochial schools in the five boroughs of the 
Greater City of New York participated in an essay contest, for which the subject 
of the prize composition was: "Fifth Avenue: Old and New — 1824-1924." A 
similar competition was held for the best Centennial poems written by the 
children on this subject. Appropriate exercises were held in all the schools and 
services in the important churches commemorative of Fifth Avenue's one hun- 
dredth birthday. Museums and art organizations contributed through exhibitions, 
the emphasis on art values in the Fifth Avenue section. The growth of industrial 
art and the growth of public taste were graphically demonstrated in a series 
of mercantile exhibits, with certificates of artistic merit for the most effective 
displays. 

It was thought by many who participated in the celebration that this historical 
work was its outstanding contribution — a judgment which is left to the discretion 
of our readers to ratify. 
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HARRIS A. DUNN 



Secretary 
THOMAS W. HUGHES 



ROBERT ADAM SON 
ANCF.LL H. BALL 
JAMES G. BLAINE, Jr. 
PAUL B. BODEN 
I .. M, BOOMER 
j. HOWES HURTON 
ROBERT GRIER COOKE 
OSCAR COOPRR 
ELIOT CROSS 
HARRIS A. DUNN 
DOUGLAS L, ELLIMAN 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chairman 
JOHN H. TOWNE 

EZRA H. FITCH 
MICHAEL FRIEDSAM 
JOHN A. HARR1SS 
WILLIAM W. HOPPIN 
ROBERT H, KOEHLER 
EMIL W, KOHN 
JAMES T. LEE 
WALTER E. MAYNARD 
C, STANLEY MITCHELL 
WILLIAM J. PEDRICK 
J. R. POLLOCK 



E. CLIFFORD POTTER 
FRANKLIN SIMON 
JOHN SLATER 
JOHN SLOAN E 
WALTER STABLER 
LOUIS STEWART 
W. V. SWORDS 
GAGE E. TARBELL 
WILSON H. TUCKER 
ARTHUR WILLIAMS 
FREDERIC T. WOOD 
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A mercantile institution whose fundamentals of 
Quality, Service and Price Fairness have made this 
splendid Fifth Avenue building the Shopping Centre 

of New York City 



Fifth Avenue and 
M adison Avenue 



& Alton & (to. 



New York 



Thirty-fourth Street 
Thirty-fifth Street 
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"GREAT OAKS FROM 
LITTLE ACORNS 



A little history of Best Co, 



"TEW stores are ever more than stores 
— they huy, they sell, and repeat the 
process. If they are straightforward in 
their dealings, and are wisely managed, 
they endure, and perhaps grow, hut they 
seldom mean anything beyond their local 
boundaries. 

Only a very small number ever rise to 
a place in that select aristocracy of en- 
terprises that have national significance 
and a place in the lives and affections of 
a great number of people* 

Beit's is one of these stores. 

For the Liliputian Bazaar — the first 
store in the world exclusively for little 
children — is so inextricably linked up 
with all that is sweet and precious and 
vital in the memories of most people, 
that they regard it with a warmth of 
feeling that amounts to tenderness. 

To its first home (1879) on Sixth 
Avenue, below 20th Street, came the 
gentry of that day, for all the fine little 
clothes that their children wore, and 
though its size then was in keeping with 
the diminutive garments which it sold, its 
influence was great. The standard set 
by the Liliputian Bazaar was the only 
standard by which children's clothes 
were judged. 

The hand of Gulliver on which the 
Liliputians played hecame a familiar 
trademark and the most significant as- 
surance of quality that could be affixed 
to any child's garment. 



As time went on the Sixth Avenue 
shop became too smnli to accommodate 
iill the friends of Best & Co, and in 1882 
the move to the then fashionable shop- 
ping section on 23rd Street was made. 
There tile Liliputian Bazaar continued 
to thrive and began to take on that 
aspect of a national institution which it 
has since established. Mothers from 
all over the world came or sent to Best's 
for their children's clothes and, as is 
the custom with mothers, they tucked the 
little garments away when they were out- 
grown, for the babies of the next gen- 
eration. 



There is no better commentary on the 
quality of Liliputian Bazaar products 
than that those same little shirts and 
shoes and dresses and suits, put away 
20 or 30 years ago, perhaps, ran he (and 
lots of them are), worn by the babies of 
today ! 

It) 1910 — -anticipating the general ex- 
odus from 23rd Street to points further 
uptown, Best's moved to its present site 
on Fifth Avenue at 35th Street, and be- 
gan that process of expansion which has 
made it what it is to-day — a store with 
a well-rounded service, including, not 
only children, hut school girls and hoys, 
misses, women, young men and men. 

Since the new departments were to 
special he in fashions Best's set alraut 
putting them on the same authoritative 
basis where style was concerned that the 
Liliputian Bazaar has always occupied in 
regard to children's clothes. 

As the first step in that direction 
Best's opened, several years ago a per- 
manent office in Paris, at 18 Khg. Pois- 
sonniere, under the direction of an 
American woman who knew the pref- 
erences of American women in general 
and of Best's clientele in particular. In- 
cidentally, this was a pioneer move, for 
until this time, no Fifth Avenue shop 
had had a resident Paris representative. 

The London office, 168 Regent Street, 
with a resident fashion expert in charge, 
was the next step. Soon the results of 
this radical fashion policy began to be 
felt, and women told each other that at 
Best's, and always there, were the choice 
and authentic modes of the season, the 
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best typical Paris models, the smartest 
English clothing, 

To-day Best & Co. representatives at- 
tend every fashion event of importance 
and every new trend of the mode is re- 
ported to the house by cable or letter. 

From the Best & Co. store come some 
of the most important fashion develop- 
ments of the (lay. Our collection of 
Paris fashions is one of the most au- 
thentic and comprehensive on the Ave- 
nue; our Whitehall London clothing for 
men and boys is among England's best 
in ready-to-wear; the Royal middy togs 
for girls and boys are made for us by 
a commissioned naval tailor in London 
and arc the smartest sailor styles to be 
found anywhere, the Orpic shoe is our 
own patented last and combines com- 
fort and chic, our NADA fashions are 
exclusive designs for the school and 
college girl. 

These and other features have at- 
tracted to the departments for grown- 
ups, the patronage of discriminating 
men and women, who appreciate Best's 
reputation for quality, and the superior- 
ity in style of Best fashions. 



Tt is a long way from the little store 
on Sixth Avenue to the big store on 
Fifth — but not so long that the intimate 
atmosphere and attitude of friendly in- 
terest have ever been lost. In Best's 
now, as in the first Liliputian Bazaar, 
it's "the little things that count"— the 
little courtesies, the little extra services, 

and extra excellence in everything we do. 



IBest & Co. 

Fifth Avenue at 35th Street— N, Y. 
Ptiiis— iS Fbg- PoissoTmUn: London— 168 Regent Street W. 
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MADISON AVENUE COh FORTY-FOURTH STREET 

One Hundred and Six Years Ago 

before the birthday of Fifth Avenue which this volume commemorates, Henry S. 
Brooks opened his Store on the corner of Catharine and Cherry Streets. During the 
years immediately thereafter, Franklin Square and Cherry /////were among the most 
fttthjonabk quartets of the city. Governor DcWitt Clinton lived in the vicinity and 
a few blocks north, "opposite the tine-honored warebouseof the Brooks Rrothfrs, 
stood a row of buildings known as Quality How, tor many years chiefly occupied 
by the most eminent lawyers of this city." Cherry Street had, indeed, man)' of 
the characteristics of Fifth Avenlt,, changing gradually from a residential to a 
business Street and being, just prior to 1 3 Jo, the center of the clothing trade. 

In 1818, the year that BetoOks Brothers was founded, Captain Samuel C 
Reid, the hero of Fayal, suggested a change in the flag of the United States which 
would link the past with all time. This was ro retain the thirteen stripes to typify 
the beginning of the Union, while in the blue field a white star Would l>e added 
for each new State. 

His design was accepted and Mrs. Reid, assisted by several of her friends, made 
the first flag of this kind in her dininy-room at No. 27 Cherry Street, only a short 
distance from Brooks Brothers' store. 
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BOSTON 

LITTLE BU ILDING 
Themqnt can. Boh.bton 



PALM BEACH 

PLAZA BUILDING 
County R □ a o 



NEWPORT 

AUDRAIN BUILDING 
2 20 BeileVue Avenue 
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BONWIT TELLER &>CO. 

Hbe (Specially Shop CriyJna&QttA 
HFTH AVENUE AT 38T STREETNEW YORK 
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In ft).?,'. WheH. Fifth Avenue is 
[lie fashion highway of the world, 
Btmwil Teller Co. present the 
supple liny of the pn vailing to^m, 
■ subtly suggesting the figure, as 
illustrated bv the Callot gown in 
Ike cent re . 
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/« 1824 when Fifth Avenue, ex- 
tending from Waxerty Place la 
j Street first assumed the dig- 
nity cj a thoroughfare, tin' fashions 
of the Restoration were the prevail- 
ing vogue. 
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One Hundred Years of 
Fifth Avenue's History 
Is a Chronicle 
of Fashion 

IN WHICH BONWIT TELLER & CO. 
HAVE PLAYED A LEADING ROLE 
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In 1911 what BonU'il Teller Sr Co, 
first became established on Murray 
Hill, in the days of its transforma- 
tion from it residential to a, shopping 
centre, the "hobble" skirl WIS the 
vogue of the elite. 
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BLACICt STARED FROST 

JtWILIM FOK 114 YEARS 

O ne hundred and fourteen years ago the fashionable life of old New York centered in 
Bowling Green and rhe Battery. Within a stone's throw of this neighborhood, the Black, 
Starr d> Frost shop, then known as Marouand &■ Company, opened its doors in iSio. 

During our business history we have occupied seven different buildings. Each 
of them represented a phase of the northward march of society and of trade. The 
story of our steady progress up Broadway to Prince Street, the epochal jump to Fifth 
Avenue, and the subsequent changes on Fifth Avenue from Twenty-eighth Street to 
Thirty-ninth Street and to Forty-eighth Street, our present location, is a perfecr mirror of 
the history of society and business in New York. 

Most significant of all Our removals was Our appearance on Fifth Avenue in 1874, 
when business men still lacked the imagination to see that the better retail shops were 
about to be dislodged from the fashionable Broadway and Fourteenth Street district. 
We were the first jewelers and one of the first shops to move to the Avenue. But our 
faith has been amply justified and rewarded, and we have continued to lend every effort 
to promote the growth and support the good name of the finest street in the world. 






Resilience of Mrs. Mary Bell at 310 Fifth Avenue, 
erected in 1904 



One of the notable homes was that of 
Mrs. Mary Bell at number three hundred 
and twenty Fifth Avenue, at the north- 
west corner of Thirty-second Street. 

On January 15, iy.19, the Bank of United 
States, founded by its President, Joseph S. 
Marcus, transferred its main office to this 
site, following the new era of exclusive 
trade which brought with it the need for 
modern banking facilities- 
Starting here with resources amounting 
to five million dollars, its resources, in a 
period of less than six years, now reach 
nearly sixty millions — an increase which 
is steadily continuing with the marvelous 
commercial expansion of The Avenue. 



f — and then came 
"Hanking 

n ikth Avenue was first a roadway between 
farmlands; then a residential street of 
fine brown stones. 

During the early years of the present century 
these distinguished residences yielded to the 
commercial development which made Fifth 
Avenue the best known shopping thoroughfare 
in the world. 
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Two Young Centenarians 
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HE mutual Centennial of Fifth Avenue and the Chemical 
Bank marks a reunion of old friends. Both were born in 
the same year, and also in the same neighborhood, because 
where Fifth Avenue starts is next door to Greenwich 
Village where the Chemical started! And so, invoking 
the mutual recollection of the past, The Chemical con- 
gratulates FIFTH AVENUE on the splendors of its devel- 
opment and repledges its energies and resources to promote 
even greater progress in the century to come. 

THE 

L>HEMICAL 

NATIONAL 

BANK 



OF NEW YORK 



BROADWAY AT CHAMBERS 
FACING CITY HALL 



FIFTH AVENUE OFFICE 
AT 291 H STREET 



the House of COTY in bribing to 
J America the exaioisite Perfumes arid 
toilette creations Jro?n the COTY labora- 
tories at Suresnes / appreciates the import- 
ance of bein^ established on this ^reat 
thoroughfare , and deems it a privilege, 
to join in the commemoration of its 
Genteiiary ■ ■ 
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DRElCER^rC 

-from, their establishment in 1869 
J through the gracious seventies and 
eighties efo/d Oteto "Mrrk b the present 
brilliant social period, it has keen the. 

/>*«%r/DRElCER. Er'CO 

to bring to an sxctutive clientele the. 
rarest, most beautiful jewels to he- 
fiund in the markets of the. loorld 



560 FIFTH AVENUE 

JVewQ/orL? 
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The Farmers' Loan and Trust Company 




ffr# ■ 



i a- 




e ^iBJtipOiLH 



ftm.j! 



t 1 1 ' " J I i"i5<;BH ay ii = ! ; 
^Mrf •"■ * * '-■ '■■ M m * B M S I 





On February 28, 1822, the New York 
Legislature granted a charter to The 
Farmers' Fire Insurance and Loan Com- 
pany "for the purpose of accommodating 
the citizens of the State." 

In April, 1822, the Company's charter 
was amended and broadened enabling it 
to assume and execute any trust "which 
has been or may be created by any deed." 

This is the earliest bestowal in the United 
States of such powers upon a corporation. It is 
believed to be the first in the world. In 1836 the 
name of the Company was changed to "The 
Farmers' Loan and Trust Company." 

In August. 1822 — 102 years ago — the Com- 
pany's first advertisement appeared in fine type 
on the first page of the A r eu? York Evening Post. 

The advertisement stated that: 

"The Public will readily perceive that the ad- 
vantages of this Company to protect property for 
the benefit of orphans or others, or to answer any 
special purposes, either of public or private nature, 
are far greater than those of any individual ex- 
ecutors or other trustees, who are always liable 
to casualties which no foresight can guard against." 

Little more can be said today of the advantages 
of a trust company as trustee or in other fiduciary 
capacities. 

In 1906 the Company opened a branch office 
at Forty-first Street and Fifth Avenue, the first 
establishment of its kind to be located in this dis- 
trict by any of the larger down-town trust com- 
panies. 

The Farmers' Loan and Trust Company was 
likewise the first American trust company to 
establish an office in Paris. Its office in London 
has also for many years been a great convenience 
to Americans abroad. 

From a capital of $500,000 in 1822 with a 
single-room office at 34 Wall Street, The Farmers' 
Loan has grown to an institution occupying the 
larger part of a city block (22 William Street), 
a branch office at Seventy-second Street and Madi- 
son Avenue as well as the Fifth Avenue office, 
headquarters in Paris and London, and employing 
a capital and surplus of more than $22,300,000. 



The Farmers' Loan and Trust Company 



475 FIFTH AVENUE • 22 WILLIAM STREET 
LONDON: 15 COCKSPUR STREET 



901 MADISON AVENUE 
PARIS: 3 RUE D'ANTIN 



President: JAMES H. PERKINS 

Vict Presidents: SAMUEL SLOAN AUGUSTUS V. HEELY WILLIAM B. CAR.DOZO 

CORNELIUS R. AONBW • WILLIAM A. DUNCAN • HORACE F. HOWLAKD ■ HENRY KING SMITH 



THE SIGNATURE 
OF OUR FIRST DEPOSITOR 




Mr. john H. sherwood was the first to make a deposit 
and the first to record his signature with The Fifth Avenue 
Bank of New York on its opening day, October 13, 1875. 

Mr. Sherwood, who was owner and proprietor of the old 
Sherwood House, and a director and one of the founders of 
The Fifth Avenue Bank of New York, was typical of the 
class which, from the beginning, patronized this first bunk 
of upper Fifth Avenue. Later Mrs. Sherwood opened an ac- 
count, and today members of the family still bank here. 

As in the case of the Sherwood family, several thousands 
of our present depositors are descendants of former deposi- 
tors, a recommendation needing no argument. 

The leadership and popularity universally credited The 
Fifth Avenue Bank of New York, from its pioneer days 
onward, are tributes to its outstanding policy of obtaining 
and retaining accounts on the strength of but one induce- 
ment — the inducement of service. 



THE FIFTH AVENUE BANK OF NEW YORK 

530 Fifth Avenue, n.w. cor. 44.TH Street 
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^/5o score 
if ears ago Fifth 
c/fvenue began to 
feel the need of 
a transit facility 
in keeping with its 
own high char- 
acter^It has been 
our privilege to 
provide i t.^/t is 
| our ambition \ 
1 ever to live up A 

1 toHfthx/lveJfk 
J I nue standards 
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Oneroid oreeit (fade Statuette 
of the Seddess ^JCuan^in 
Girgest and finest specimen of 
fleiixlfltide knoxm 1736-ITSS 



J. he Arte of China were little tnown to the Builders of Fifth Avenue, 
whose ancestors brought with them only elementary needs. 

The development of New "York, and with it.the fortune of its 
far-seeing founders lured many treasures from China, Rare and exotic 
porcelains and potteries, their marvelausly carved and designed urns, 
vases and idols of variously hued jade and other semi- precious stones 
found their way into the homes of old Fifth Avenue. 

Farmer was the pioneer in transforming these exotic masterpieces 
into exquisite lamps and artistic utilities which have carried their 
cultured influence into fine homes throughout the country. 



Cbtoarb 3L Jfarmer, inc. 



16 Cast 56** Street 



The Harriman National Bank 

Fifth Avenue and 44th Street, New York 




THE site of the Harriman National Bank of 
the City of New York, is rich historically as 
things go in a section of the metropolis that has 
developed so rapidly. Here stood over a period 
of fifty odd years, Henry H. Tyson's Fifth Avenue 
Market, a trade landmark of Murray Hill, while 
next door to the market existed " Ye Olde Wil- 
low Cottage " whose name stood for such good 
cheer as sprang from the liquid refreshment it 
dispensed in those days. The Harriman National 
Bank Building of marble supplanted these 
wooden structures in 1906. The Croton Reservoir 
was at Forty-second Street; the home of "Bill " 
Tweed was on the corner below; other land- 
marks occupied adjacent sites. 



THE Harriman National Bank was the pioneer 
national bank in the great Terminal Zone 
which it now serves, and is known throughout 
the community not merely for its advanced and 
progressive banking policies, but also for its 
unique and superior banking services. This in- 
stitution stands for something more than mere 
money lending and is noted for its broad-minded 
and public-spirited attitude in civic, state and 
national affairs affecting the welfare of its de- 
positors and the best interests of the country 
at large. 



JOSEPH W. HARRIMAN 
H*rrl;rvvi A Co. 
HARRISON K. BIRD 
Truntee liubatlvn St"finir7 

l>IH(l[lN|i-j|t 

CHAS. C, TEUKTI IIUHi 

Estat* at E. H. UHlWn 
PARMELY W BKRKICK 

JOHN A. NOBLE 

Fine Vice.* 1 reM<l*Qt 
JOHN McE. BOWMAN 

ALVAH MILLER 
H, ii- €ir*iff A tm* WTiciksnle 

HOWARD C. BROKAV?"'' 



DIRECTORS 

1 ROLAND HAWHMAN 
N™ York 

WILLIAM A, CHEER 

Gie«r r Cmne & WrH», 

MARSHALL SltEl'I'ttY 



JOHN A. IIAICIOKK 
HARRY S, BLACK 

t ' -iiiiri'.:i i .if Hi *n| 
U. .- . VU-.l.l ..I r. Itilfil ■ - i- 

njtnt Cu. 

K. H. H. SIMMONS 

t'njBUtrit 
New York S*"Cfc b *cu*ii*-.j 



Howard w. cnAiti.rc? 

1 HV.i- ll IH 

QbMltM A Co., Ciiucera 

JUMUSUCHTENRTEIN 
fi-«nUJmi 
I.:. i.l.iii-.l uifur Loni. 

ADR AM L. LEEDS 

lTf-RldiTFit 

BERTRAM L. KKATJ3 
FREDERICK FHJUJP3 

Vu'i;- b'ti:UldL-Ilt 

PHILIP G. GOSSLER 

iTi'dldiMlt 

O-ihlrnhbl Ou 4 BlioeU-iL- C*?. 



AD VISOllY BOARD 



J. A. Mi-KAY 

i*r«i<J*iU, Th« An K ijH C*„ 

I'l.l 'I. :-!.■•:> 

EDWARO R, DU PARCQ 
! Yfiiiiler.i . i Viditnin b< : , Ltd. . 

hilTeruniiLliu 

A. E. LEFCOORT 

Rl iLl - »-■■■(■. - 



AMOS STTLKA 

S'Te-Mucnt. A. 5alfc:i * G+„ 

InipufftjL'M 

MAX LANDAY 

FriwiiJuriL, LiHilny Hn»i,.Itlri., 
New 1 ork 



"VHKNK t> Mn.l.KEl 

Vk«U-tVl!HUIk'1lt. 

Hotel Butmore, New York 

GttOftCE W. RWEENEV 

ViOr—PVtbliittlljC, 
Hotel Cfltnenixlure. Heir YticJt 
ALBERT RAMSAY 

Albtn Kiun»k\y A On. 
i '"■'•*' f. St i ., 
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JOSKF1I W. HARRIMAN, Preaitknl 
JOHN A. NOBLE. Firrt Vloe-l'rta. 
WILLIAM A BURK E, Comptroller 
MARSHALL SHEPPKY. VlM-Pres. 
FREDERICK rKlLLHS, Vim-IY™. 



THOMAS B. CLARKE, JR., Vin-lta, 
ORLANDO H. HARRIMAN, Vka-tVei. 
CHARLES F. KOTH, 

VirFi.KrvB. ami Mpr, FnTT-lfrn Dept. 
MILTON S. UII.LMIUK. \ 



OLP'ull W I1IRCKHEAD, Vim-l'rra. 
HAlUtY B. FONDA, Cashier 
MORTON WADDELL, Trust Offirs-r 
WILLIAM ]!, SIIICITAKO. Asst. (.'Sillier 
FRLDEKR'K J. REVERE. AseC. CathitT 



FREDRICK KOHLENBERGER 
AiwistniitCRshirrsridNisEht Manner 
TIIUHOLF MACHEI,, AjkI. Cashier 
JAMES L.TUHNKK, Ar,st. CaBhi.r 
ALAN HAF.RJMAK. A=aC. Cashier 



BANKING HOURS FROM 8 A. M. TO 8 P. M. SAFE DEPOSIT OPEN 8 A. M. TO MIDNIGHT 
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hx;rteenth STREET WEST OF FIFTH AVE 



AS one old New Yorker to another, Hearn's 
^ wishes Fifth Avenue many happy returns 
of the year. 

With our own One Hundredth Anniversary just 
three years off, the House of Hearn is an out- 
standing example of steady growth over an 
almost unequaled period of years. We are 
proud of the kinship of age, ideals and progress 
that link our history with that of Fifth Avenue. 



HEARN MILESTONES 
Arnold & Hearn 

Canal and Mercer Streets 
1834 

Arnold, Hearn & Co. 

Canal and Mercer Streets 
1842 

Hearn Brothers 

42 ^ Broadway 

!S 5 6 

James A. Hearn 

775 Broadway 
i860 

James A. Hearn & Son 

775 Broadway 
I 879-1924 

James A. Hearn & Son 

14th Street, West of Fifth Avenue 
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HEARN in 18 2 J and today 
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(Rembrandt— 069) 



' I 'HE F. Klemberger Galleries, established in Paris, in 1848, was among the first 
A art concerns to settle on Fifth Avenue, coincident with the growth of appre- 
ciation for art in this country. 

In point of fact, the firm was the first to acquaint art buycrswith Flemish Primitives 
and, later, with French and Italian Primitives. At the same time, it has always been 
an authoritative source for levers of Rembrandt and the Seventeenth Century 
Dutch School. 

F. KLEINBERGER GALLERIES, Inc. 

F. Ki.biNBER.CER, President F., M. ScEUINQ, Vice-President 

Paris New York 

y rue de I'FchelLe 725 Fifth Avenue 



Near Avenue dc TOpera 



Between 56th and 57th Streets 
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Lord & Taylor 1826 

" LorJ & Taylor," name of one of ihe 
city's well-known retail dry goods firms, 
first appeared over the doorway of this 
little building at 47 Catherine Street in 
1S16. This was just two years after 
Fifth Avenue itself first came into being. 

In tho3e days, New Yoik was a very 
different place from the present cily The 
i'.nc residences lay !ihing the Fast Kivcr, 
and the Bowery. vThe Battery was the 
fashionable promenade. The present site 
of Lord & Taylor was a green hillside — 
and if yoo hid business in Philadelphia, 
you went by stagecoach, and the trip 
took, sixteen hours. 

The grout Opening of the store was 
considerable of an event, we are told. 
Both partners were well known in the city, 
and there had been a trip abroad, on a 
fast twenty-day ship, to bring bark Eng- 
lish woolens, French satins, wadded silk- 
coats, kid shoes, laces and shawls. More- 
over no less than twelve clerks were 
employed, and there was actually an ex- 
ecutive to walk around in the shop and 
assist the partners in seeing that customers 

who drove down in coaches and open 
barouches — were promptly served! 

Tins combination of merchandise, ser- 
vice, and modern ideas could not prove 
other than successful, and six years later 
the adjoining building was annexed in the 
first expansion of the old firm. 



Qhanges Wrought hy a Qentury 

Catherine Street, Grand Street, Broadway, and today 1 — 
Fifth Avenue. The present, store was built in [914. The 
building, a fine example of American architecture, is not so 
large as to preclude quick and comfortable shopping; yet 
sufficiently spacious to provide ample assortments of merchan- 
dise for every member of the family; also for the home (except 
in kitchen and table ware}. AH items arc selected for qualities 
of durability, as well as attributes of beauty. They are offered 
for the customers' consideration, with the advantages of wide 
aisles, good air, adequate light, and courteous and sympa- 
thetic service. 

Lord &Taylor 



FOUNDED IN 1S1S 




j-iSSSX BANISH. 
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THE MAMMOTH DM 60QBS STORE IN HAVES 
MAC'Y S 
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Still governed by the origi- 
nal pulley which Rowland 
H . M acy boldly 1 aid d own , 
Greater Macv's has be- 

conte the largest and busi- 
est department Store in 
New York. 




Merchandise of 
taste and quality 
at lowest-in-the- 
city prices. 



-,4th STREET SP BROADWAY 



NiW YORK 



Greater Macy's 
is lull of greater 
conveniences lor 
all its patrons. 






An Acknowledgment 




We take great pleasure in having had a 
part in the larger development of this 
great Avenue 



The New York Edison Company 

<_At Your Service 
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NESTLES 

'Permanent Hair Waving Originators ( 1905) 

Largest Specializing Establishments in the World 

All Permanent Waving Operators Trained 
by the Inventor, Mr. C. Nestle 



12 and 14 East 49th Street 1650 Broadway at 51st Street 

Just off Fifth nA-renue and s Npxt Door tf ike Winter Qurden 

OPPOSITE SAKS OPPOSITE THE CAPITOL THEATRE 



Forty-two Years of Service 
Without Interruption 



New York Steam Corporation 

The largest company oj its kind in the United States, with a unique record as regards continuity 

and dependability of service. 

Some Advantages of Its Service 

1. Dependable Steam Service, ready at the house valve day and night, in capacity 
and pressure tar exceeding any possible individual demand. 

2. Elimination ot coal and ash handling, with its consequent expense, noise and 
dirt, nuisances, and sidewalk and street obstruction; as well as elimination of 
excessive heat from boilers in usable portions of the premises, and in mild 
weather. 

3. Relief from worry about Fuel supply with its varying costs, and from responsi- 
bility of maintenance of mechanical equipment with its possibility of breakage 
ur failure causing shut down in the premises. 

4. Reduced Labor force with relief from the problems connected therewith. 

5. Decreased tire hazard, particularly with the use of bituminous coal or oil; and 
decreased Insurance premiums, including boiler, workmen's compensation, ere. 

6. Release of space, otherwise occupied hv boilers and bunkers for revenue 
producing or storage purposes. 

7. Economy, that, all costs considered, the service is far cheaper is shown bv the 
constantly increasing number ot consumers ami volume ot load. 

8. Availability ot expert technical advice on steam or heating problems without 
cost to the consumer. 

y. Elimination, in the case of new construction, of the substantial initial invest- 
ment in boiler plant equipment, and the annual interest and depreciation 
charge thereon. This represents of the total annual operating cost of an 
individual operation from 12^, in the case of a simple installation, to over 
20% in a complicated high pressure installation. In many cases, initial 
investment in rock excavation, foundations, steel work and finishing can also 
be eliminated. 

10. Rates subject to the jurisdiction of the Public Service Commission. 

The New York Steam Corporation recognizes the importance to its consumers of uninterrupted 
service and the responsibility of its recommendations in connection therewith. 




^America's Joremost Specialists 

Catering Exclusively to 

Women, Misses and Girls 



Integrity 

The Keystone of Commerce 



L 



N bringing exclusive apparel within reach of the 
average purse, OPPENHEIM, COLLINS 8c CO. 
wrote Business History. 

Starting in 1901 in a modest establishment at 
Twenty- first Street and Broadway, it has, with 
a single purpose, adhered to the policy of 
greater moderation in price for Better Dress. 

In 1907, sensing the future importance of the 
Midtown Section, it moved to 33 and 35 West 
34th Street, occupying a plot of ground fifty by 
two hundred feet. Integrity and Service won 
popular support. Additional space was con- 
tinuously added. In 1923 the present great 
structure was completed, covering numbers 31 to 
39 in West 34th Street and numbers 46 to 60 
in West 35th Street. 

It would be difficult to match the sweep and 
symmetry of its shopping areas, the refinement 
of its decoration and arrangement, and the 
spectacle of its sumptuous displays. 

Through this institution, Democracy of Income 
has become master of Aristocracy of Quality. 



OPPENHEIM, COLLINS 



34th Street— New York 



BROOKLYN JSLI1ALO CLEVELAND NEWARK PHILADELPHIA PITTSBURGH 
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The 

PACIFIC BANK 

ESTABLISHED 1850 

I n the latter part of 1 849, a group of New York merchants met to discuss the organization 
of a new bank to be devoted to the interests of the mcrchanrs of the city. In choosing a 
name that would fittingly characterize their purpose, the happy selection of PACIFIC 
was made, as a tribute to the new F.ldorado of the West, where gold had just been discovered. 

The Pacific Bank has endeavored to be a pioneer in the development of the various com- 
mercial centres until it now has six banking offices in the mercantile zones of New York City. 

In 1924, on the corner where squatters' shanties stood seventy-five years ago, The Pacific 
Hank established its main office in the Pershing Square Building, today the newest centre 
of commercial expansion. 

OFFICERS 



William Skinner, Vice President 



J. C. Lawrence 
E. R. Lawrence 
H. Van Brunt 



O, H. Cheney 
President 

John S. Hamilton, Vict President 
V. L Kerk, Cashier 



F. £. Gold.via.nn, Vice President 



Assistant Cashiers 
A. G. Train t 

J. W. KoNVALIXKA 

L. K. Hyde 



L» A. Micnot, Auditor 



William Skinner 

Win. Skinner & Sons 
Herman W. Hoops 

H;nvley & Htmps 

George Leog 

New York 
Carl Vietor 

Vietor & Achelis 
James W. Cromwell 

Win. Iselin & Co. 

J, H. WaL BRIDGE 

Lab rice & Cirosjean Mfg. Co. 



DIRECTORS 

DaNIF-L G. J ENNEY 

C. II. Tennev & Co. 
O. IL Cheney' 

President 
Lewis L. Clarke 

Pres., American Exch. Nat'l Bank 
James A. Smith 

Calhoun, Kobbins Si Co. 
W. H. Bennett 

Vice Pres., Am. Exch. Nat'l Bank 
Frederic C. Bi'swell 

Vice Pres., Home Insurance Co. 



Sami/el Knopf, Merchandising Advisor 



Broadway at Grand Street 
28th Street at Madison Avenue 



BANKING OFFICES 

4id Street at Park Avenue 
Hudson Street at North Moore Street 




J. S. Roberts, Trust Officer 



John T. Tf.rry 

New York 
Francis R. Masters 

Lawrence 8i Co. 
William R. Rose 

Rose & Paskus 
Theo. H, Basks 

Vice Pres., Am. Exch. N'at'l Bank 
William II. Browning 

Browning, Kinc Co. 
John F. Decenf.r, Jr. 

C. A. Auffmordl & Co. 




c Where High Type fashions Qommand J^owest 'Price 



i tC T>t'N achievement of record on historic Fifth Avenue is the development of the 
f \^VKjf> ^ asn ' (,n Famdus House of Russek from an obscure beginning a decade ago to 
-d^^vtjJ its present supremacy as the outstanding Fashion Institution of the Avenue, 
' 'v^!l£jV W ^ ere t ' le llL ' WL ' Ht £ll ""l smartest modes for madame and mademoiselle art 
gathered from the style sources of the world and presented at moderate prices. 

RUSSEKS An Institution of Paris Fashions F I F 1 H A V E N U E 
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Suburban Gothic Villa, Muttiy Hill, X, Y. City. Rciidcnrmf W. C. M. Waitdell, E<.|. — 1S4S 
On ibis site f-'ranklm Simuii & Co. u-is fuuodcu ill f)Oi 



Fifth avenue 

Thoroughbred of Thoroughfares 
(greetings / 



Whilst Fifth Avenue was founded in 1824, 
it only found itself in 1902. That was the 
year in which our pioneer fashion institution 
was established on what was then regarded 
as "the remote shores of Fifth Avenue and 
38th Street!" It is true Fifth Avenue was 
in existence before we discovered it. So was 
America before 1492! And all the great 
business institutions that today line Fifth 
Avenue, from 34th Street to 57th Street, 
received their impulse fromThc Store of In- 
dividual Shops, which was founded in 1902 
on the site of theWaddell suburban Gothic 
Villa on the crest of Murray Hill, and was 
then no bigger than the "-homestead" it sup- 
planted. And it is in a spirit of gratitude for 
having shared SO largely in the development 
we started, that we now pay homage to the 
Street that today pays homage to the past! 



Jranklm Simon 

A Slere tf Individual Shop! 
Fifth Avenue, 37th and 38th Streets, New York 



Franklin Simon te Co., Murray Kill, N. Y, City, 1514 





iU 




One of the (jreat 'Department Stores 




/f LITTLE unpretentious stare on Sixth Avenue in the year 1867 opened its doors to 
serve the people of New York City with adequate stocks of painstakingly selected 
merchandise at just, equitable prices. After eleven years of rapid and substantial growth, 
STERN BROTHERS vacated the Sixth Avenue Store and entered their new establish- 
ment on Twenty-third Street. 

THEN, after thirty-five years of unparalleled progress, with the pioneer spirit and 
vision that saw a greater shopping district, STERN BROTHERS built a new 
palatial establishment with every improved appointment, efficient modern delivery ser- 
vice and every new system that would add to the convenience, comfort and service of 
its patrons — a tremendous modern merchandising edifice, running from West 
Forty-second to West Forty-third Streets, covering practically half a city block. 

To-day STERN BROTHERS continue to adhere to the same policy as when they first 
opened their doors, only in a larger degree and along more modern lines, in an atmosphere 
of dignity, refinement and gracious willingness to serve; persistent but never annoyingly 
insistent. 

Stem Brothers 

WEST 4 2d STREET Telephone: Longacre 8000 WEST 43d STREET 
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^A^enue, 1924 



^-^pposiTe City Hall on the 
tree -shaded. Broadway of 1843, 
the retail shopping center of that 
time, William Sloane opened a 
Carpet Store. 



His business grew. In 1852 his 
brother John became a partner. 
With continued growth the firm 
moved uptown five times, always 
into larger quarters. In 1872 they 
added a Rug Department and shortly afterwards the Wholesale Department 
of Ruc;s, Carpets and Linoleums. 1 890 saw the addition of Furniture. 

Now on the site of the old Windsor Hotel at 47th Street and Fifth Avenue, 
where W. & J. Sloane moved in 1912, the third generation of the family 
serve a greater city and country. Se"t>en floors are filled with Rugs, Carpets, 
Draperies, Panelled Rooms ^WFurnituke, 
in a display unique in character and arrangement. 



The determination of the founder to sell de- 
pendable merchandise at an honest figure long 
ago became the Sloane tradition. The public 
has learned to appreciate this, for now hundreds 
trade w r ith them daily, where perhaps a dozen 
came to buy and chat, eighty years ago. 



w. 



J. SLOANE 



Fifth ^Avenue at Forty-Seventh Street 
NEW YORK 




The fewest S tore on 
Qentury^Old Cfifth ^Avenue 



The birth of the great Saks Fifth Avenue store this Fall 
has come opportunely on the One Hundredth Birthday 
of Fifth Avenue - - * it is also the latest milestone 
in the progress of the Avenue from the rural byway 
of 1824 to the great metropolitan highway of 1924. 



SAKS-FIFTH AVENUE 



FORTY -NINTH TO FIFTIETH STREET 



Where the old Fifth Avenue meets the new 
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When The Waldorf-Astoria became 
a part of Fifth Avenue, the event 
was termed a milestone in the city's 
progress. Thirty-third and Thirty- 
fourth Streets were then but quiet, 
out-of-the-way coiners in the north- 
ward march of the city and its 
famous thoroughfare. It took rare 
perception, indeed, to recognize the 
site as the point where, some day, 
the old Fifth Avenue would con' 
verge into the new. 



How well the founders of this great hotel huilded! 
Its location now is the very heart of "the Avenue — 
and of the city. And its guest books, signed by 
names famous from one end of the world to the 
other, are glowing proof of the assertion that The 
Waldorf-Astoria and Fifth Avenue go hand-in-hsnd — 
that wherever one is known the other is known as 
well. 
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Amba§§adi 

<7$.ur v^matteA t Hotel " 

PAKK. AVENUE AT FIFTY FIRST STREET 

Tt^fls ^J^uiw-g h mi cyfrfc 

tJw A€4vlm of lA& 

Qjfp.rtl ilxtteidJi 
Jfmetmi hundred 
twd oKvmlij-Om 





hen twelve years ago, Mr. Henri Bendel trans- 
ferred the salons in which he displays his unique 
creations and importations in Gowns, Furs and 
Millinery, from Fifth Avenue to Fifty-seventh 
Street, this thoroughfare showed no sign of its future 
fashion prestige. The convenient street was at 
that time emphatically a residential section. 

Thus Henri Bendel was a pioneer sponsor of this 
now exclusive shopping district and the two im- 
posing structures which he occupies at io, i % and 
14 West Fifty-seventh Street have become the 
rendezvous of the fashionable and discriminating 
feminine world. 

HENRI BENDEL, I KC . 
10- 1 4 West 57TH Street 





The Girl of Today— the glorious, youthful girl of 
1924 — is as far more heautifully frccked than her 
sister of a few years ago as FIFTH AVENUE, 
the magnificent Show-Case of the world, is re- 
moved from the realms of mediocre Style. 

It is now, as ever, the constant thought of 
George Bernard to be worthy of his position of 
leadership on this, the American Rue dc la Paix, 
that his shop may always sparkle with the most 
beautiful, the most attistic, the most vivacious 
Creations of the day! 




MODES 



673 FIFTH AVENUE ^53 




One of the Architectural 
Triumphs i?t Office Buildings 
on Fifth Avenue 

THE BURTON BUILDING 

At 29th Street and Fifth Avenue 

Adjoining the "Little Church Around the Corner" 



BOUE SOEURS PERFUME 





OUAND LES FLEURS REVENT 



HOB£5 - TA1UXCHS 
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BOUE SffiURS 



Pases Symbolizing Bout Setters enekmning the modes 
of the Past to tie Fashion of the Present 

What Fifth Avenue is to ffew 5 ork, Bone Soeurs are 
to fashion— a crystallization of history into one 
beautiful itn.it and an adaptation of the fantasy of 
chc past to the needs ot the present. 

A Bout Soeuro gown is an interpretation of the 
fascinating Louis Quin/e epoch as seen through the 
genius of Madame de Moategut and Baroness J. 

d't'trcillis, the famous Bone sisters. 

Pounded in Paris in iSfrc, Bout' 1 Soeurs established 
their New York sslonSj a few doors west ot Fifth 
Avenue, in n.jij, :itt;ntiini! during 1 X.vm ten veins 
the pinnacle nl lame and success. 

.i Century of Talent in One Decade 

13 West 56th Street, New York 

The Only Rue de la I J ni\ House rn America 




MANTEALX LINGERIE, 







192+ 



"J( 'ken "iff build lit 11s think t/ial we build forever." — Ritskin. 



GEORGE BACKER, Inc. 





Winners of the award for the best 
building built in 1921, are helping 
to shape the growth of the modern 
Fifth Avenue 
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TEXTILE RL; IT. DING 
295 FTFI'H AVENUE 
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THE 




PHtNIX _// 

MTiONA^ 

BanK 

OF THE 

CITY OF NEW YORK 



^w$hmrMdimaI£ani(fyqMii$e4 1812 
tvem ^omoiidcdedm, 19f1<md 

tfme namm- i&mmciatedmoreifhan 

onefutndred ^mntffAucce&^ut 7 franking, 

oWcmi/ page&cfMt#fy^ 

could ic -written ofM^de imiUidion&etwn 

'Wdwiduattif -a Suiwuri-cf '-community 

Mrerujfth inlfa d^Mridwuedivvtyuith a 

career which Aoa won l(ie confidence of 41 

dUcHmimdmf puMc&ndfimm the tmi& 

ofimmimiu^Ahm^h^^^mdmi^ 
in the -century f/rcome 
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NOT YORK 

Fifth Avenue at 37 th St. 
173 Broad'way 

Boston: 145 Tremont Street 



Fifth ^Avenue 
The Qidf Stream of Fashion 

Never in history has there been gathered on one Avenue 
such a number of diversified interests and of such un' 
diluted distinction. 

Sauntering along its aristocratic borders, it is a Liberal 
Education to view the Arts and Graces of the Mind col- 
lected from both Hemispheres. 

Like the Beneficent Gulf Stream in its course from South 
to North, Fifth Avenue enriches Mankind. 

The World's Greatest £e either Stores 




CROSS ck BROWN COMPANY 



270 MADISON AVENUE 



DOWNTOWN OFFICE 

40e grayAD w ay 



midtown office: 
i7s fifth avenue 



57'" ST«£ET OFFICE 
2BOUIE3T ST"" STREET 



NEWARK M.J, OFFICE 
ESSEX BU'LUTJQ 



MANAGERS AND LEASING AGENTS 

OF 

BUSINESS PROPERTIES 



A Cultural Unit in a Center of Commerce 
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The story of bow the Rfth Avenue Section made the fine arts part of 
our everv-dav life belongs to this century and, in that story, the Chalif 
Russian Normal School of Dancing played an active part. 

In 1oO_l, on Forty-second Street, a few doors west of Fifth Avenue, 
Louis H, Chalif brought together those elements which some day would 
make Russian Folk -Dancing a force in American esthetic life. 

Up to 1916, class after class learned his principles ot dancing in this 
building. During this year, Louis H. Chalif saw the possibility of 
harmonizing dancing with architecture, and erected a structure at 
16; West ;yrh Street uniquely laid our tor the activity of the national 
institution which his school had become. 

His enlarged courses for children and adults now comprise Greek 
Interpretative, Simplified Classic, Toe, Character, National, Folk, and 
Bali-Room Dancing. 

Scientific teachers and dancers throughout the world use the five text 
books, the five hundred (500) dances and the twelve (12) ballets, 
written by Louis H. Chalif covering the subjects outlined. 



THE CHALIF NORMAL SCHOOL OF DANCING 



163-165 West "th Street 



NEW YORK 



HeckscherBuildin€ 

5 tt Avenue o/57-Streer- 



77;f Toner of Trade 
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The Hecksehcr Building was erected 
in response to the demand for a land- 
mark of commercial progress on the most 
prominent, exclusive shopping corner in 
the world. 

Its architectural beauty makes it a 
fitting home for the quality of business 
that it houses today. 

Merchants with vision who have sought 
the ultimate location have found their 
goal in the Heckschcr Building. 

CUSHMAN& 
WAKEFIELD.INC 

Renting and Managing Agent 
50 East 4ld Street, New York 



Established 1853 



The 

Corn Exchange Bank 

Beaver and William Streets, New York 



Member of the Federal Resent System and of the 
i\'ew York Clearing House 



Capital and Surplus. , . .$23,000,000 
Net Deposits $210,000,000 

OFFICERS 

WALTER E. FREW President 

DUNHAM B. SHERER Vice President 

FREDERICK T. MARTIN Vice President 

HENRY A, PATTEN Vice President 

RICHARD D. BROWN Vice President 

EDWARD S. MALMAR Cashier 

JOHN S. WHEELAN Asst. Cashier 

FREDERICK K. LISTER Asst. Cashier 

JOHN W. ROSS Asst. Cashier 

ROBERT F. CHOWELL Asst. Cashier 



DIRECTORS 



Walter E. Frew 
Clarence H. Kelsey 
William R. Stewart 
William H. Nichols 
Henry Schaefer 
Charles W. McCutchen 
Andrew Mills 



Philip Lehman 
Robert A. Drysdale 
J, Louis Schaefer 
Edward F. McManqs 
Warren B. Nash 
Harry K. Knapp 
D. Schnakenberg 



Letters of Cretiil Rills of Exchange Cable Transfers 
Travelers' Checks 



United States Government and other high-grade hands 
hough/ and sold through responsible brokers 



Trust servke of every character to indtcidua/s, 
corporations and estates 




hundred years ayo when Cfifih dvenuc was 
just started, a famous silversmith made Mtv 
dishes illustrated for the Carl of {^Dudley 
^fhey remained with the family until this i/ear 
when they came into the possession of (riclikni 
O^t (o. did. and are now included in the collec- 
tion of 6Dld Sh^ltsk Silver to he seen at their 
CJifth ^duenue (fal/ery. 



CRICHTON IS: 

Goldsmiths and SilversmitJis 
New York- bi}b Fifth Avenue /comer ff. StttStrttt) 
Chicago-Sift. So Miihigun Avenue. 




£ ~tPne efafab-ifoli silver dishes 



Have Faith! 



NO man can look forward intelligently who has not also 
learned to look backward. 
Let us in retrospect pick up for a moment a tattered copy 
of a quaint old pamphlet which Moses Yale Beach issued 
seventy years ago. It was entitled Wealthy Men of NtwYork. 

Mr. Beach's measure of wealth was 
the possession of $100,000; and of the 
1000 New Yorkers whom he listed as 
' 'wealthy" about 500 possessed not more 
than this amount. Only 19 were credited 
with $1,000,000 or more. 

An interesting old record! There are 
three very good reasons that make it 
worth recalling today : 



1 We need to remind ourselves often how magnifi- 
cently the prosperity of the United States has 
^rown. The increase in the fortunes of the wealthy 
is only an indication of what has happened to all 
Americans. Wages are higher, homes more com- 
fortable, opportunities vastly greater than they 
have ever been in any country in the world. And 



Over a Half Century 
of Service 



Or April 19, 1S71, The Equitable 
first opened its doors for business. It 
was then known as the Traders De- 
posit Company. 

In 1904 there were 13 officers and 
employees and total resources of ap- 
proximate! y S 59,000,000. Today The 
Equitable has more than 1000 officers 
and employees and total resources in 
excess of ¥400,000,000. 



there is every reason to believe that the record of the past will be progres- 
sively continued in the years to come. 

2 Many of the names on Mr. Beach's list are not found on tlic lists of 
wealthy New Yorkers today. Wealth does not take Care of itself; it can be 
lose far faster than it can be gained. To make money and to make money 
work require quite different gifts. In both capaci- 
ties a sound progressive trust Company can render 
a valuable service, 

3 Some names on Mr. Beach's list are found on 
the present day lists of successful New Yorkers; 
some arc found upon the records of the Equitable 
Trust Company. These are names of men whose 
descendants invested wisely, but always with a 
profound faith in the future of America, a, con- 
viction that any soundly managed American enter- 
prise must prosper, because thrcountry must gro w- 
The speculator and the doubter fail. The investor 
and the believer succeed. The voice of the Past 
speaks to the Present: "You live in a. city and a 
country far greater than we dreamed of.it says, 
"but we did have our vision and our faith; and in 
that faith we went forward. Do likewise: in your 
day". This is Our heritage of faith; Our -business 
kevnote for years to come. 



UPTOWN OFFICE: 
Madison Avenue 
at 45 th Street 



T¥? EQUITABLE 
TRUST COMPANY 

OF NEW YORK 
37 WALL STREET 

LONDON PARIS MEXICO CITY 



IMPORTERS AND 
TRADERS OFFICE: 
247 Broadway 



And one man in his 
time plays ///any parts 

Once Madison Square was like the other parks of the city — 
(_"iiv 1 lull, Wellington, Bryant— a potters' field. Then it 
became a military parade ground. Later, Madison Farm. 
Near the el use ot the rirsr half ol ilie last century, Madiaon 
I orrjge, an inn which occupied part of the site of The Fifth 
Avenue Building, was the favorite turning point of the most 
popular drive of the day. At that time, you drove up the 
Broadway Plank Road, pasi the turn of the Bowery, Through 
Greenwich Village, and so to Madison Cottage, perhaps stop- 
ping for lunch. 

Madison Cottage presently gave way to The Fifth Avenue 
Hotel, a world-famous hostelry of the "a's and ito's. It was 
the accustomed meeting place for half a century of important 

people. 

And now. The Fifth Avenue Building, having replaced the 
old hotel. Still carries with it the same prestige and authority. 
It is tlie accustomed meeting place of many world-wide 
businesses. 

Truly, the paraphrase of Shakespeare's line might run, 

one place in its time plays many parts" 
THE FIFPH AVENUE BUILDING 

Broadway and Fifth Avenue, at Madison Square, New York 
" Start Ifmn att office buiidii\«" 




TRADE IflF MARK 





Where East and West 

Are Interwoven 



The significance of Fifth Avenue is in its marshalling the best products of five continents. 

The House of Finsilver, Still & Mnss is a miniature Fifth Avenue. During the FIFTKF.N 
YEARS that it has transacted business on this great thoroughfare, it has gathered the finest silks 
and woolens each land and each people could produce. 




ORIGINAL COSTUME FABRICS 

4&o {J.LpUir<^4,iJ-enu& ^JV&ut^orb 
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WHEN victorias lined Fifth Avenue, and 
Fourteenth Street was uptown, Gorham 
Sterling was the accepted bridal gift. Much of 
the fine old silver you admire today is this same 
Gorham Sterling — a gift to the first generation. 



GORHAM 

Fifth Avenue at Forty- Seventh Street 

also 17 Maiden Lane 



Fifth Avenue aktj\«s 4-fth Street 
today and a quarter century . 
The rietvre .'•'■v ■■ the 

Fifth Avenue Office of the 
Guaranty Trust Company. 




Meeting Fifth Avenue's 
Banking Needs 

THE Guaranty Trust Company of 
New York was one of the first bank- 
ing institutions to recognize the import- 
ance of the Fifth Avenue district and to 
plan to meet its needs. 

The Company's office at Fifth Avenue 
and 44th Street has t;Kown a growth which 
is typical of this rapidly developing bus- 
iness district, and affords every feature of 
service and equipment which the most 
advanced banking methods can provide. 



Guaranty Trust Company of New York 



THE HOLMES ELECTRIC PROTECTIVE COMPANY 




<JModel of 

First Electric Burglar 
Alarm 




'N 1858 Mr, Edwin Holmes came to New York 
from Boston with the first electric burglar alarm. 
He found that the majority of people had little 
faith in his claims for this was years before the 
telephone had been invented. Electrical devices 
were not generally known. So he had constructed the model 
house shown here. This was small enough to be conveniently 
carried about. The door and windows were electrically con- 
nected to a battery inside and to the bell on the roof. Open- 
ing the door or raising a window caused the bell to ring 
automatically. Even with this he was often accused cf prac- 
ticing "black magic." 

In 1872 the Holmes Burglar Alarm Telegraph Company 
was organized to furnish service from CentralStations. In 1 882 
the name w as changed to the Holmes Electric Protective Com- 
pany. On January 1st of that year the Company had two Cen- 
tral Stations; one at 194 Broadway, the other at 518 Broad- 
way; and served a total of 471 subscribers. 

To-day theHolmes System protects nearly threethousand 
banks, stores and residences in the Fifth Avenue section alone 
and serves Greater New York through fourteen Central 
Stations. 

Qmeral Offices . 370 Seventh Avenue 



Kidder, Peabody & Co. 

Established 1865 

NEW YORK BOSTON PROVIDENCE 

'"T^HE steady growth of Fifth Avenue and more especially the rapid development of 
-L the Mid-town Section in the last ten years has today made the uptown financial dis- 
trict a reality. Foreseeing the financial needs of this part of town Kidder, Peabody & Co, 
established its uptown office in July 1921 at 

45 EAST 42ND STREET 

Our judgment has already been justified and present prospects indicate a decided 
increase of business in the future. This office is prepared to meet the growing demand 
for investment and banking facilities. 

CONSERVATIVE INVESTMENT ADVICE 
COMMISSION ORDERS EXECUTED 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
COMMERCIAL AN D TRAVELERS LETTERS OF CREDIT IN DOLLARS 
AND IN STERLING AVAILABLE IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD 

Correspondents of 

BARING BROTHERS & CO., ltd. 

LONDON 





Opposite the Public 
Library ^ 

Since 184; there has been only one 
change oil the historic site of the 
Croton Reservoir, while modem busi- 
ness in the great drift up-town has 
converted the surrounding fields into 
ail array of impressive buildings. 

In 1908, just three years before the 
Opening of the new Public Library, 
the House of Kent-Costikyan, Pio- 
neers in the Importation of Oriental 
Rugs, and "Early Settlers" in this 
business section of the Avenue, moved 
into the Knabe Building at Fifth 
Avenue and 39th Street, and in 1916, 
upon the completion of the Rogers 
Peet Building, into their present quar- 
ters on the Sixth Floor overlooking 
the handsome edifice opposite. 

Our present salesrooms here, with 
abundant daylight, are peculiarly 
fitted to bring out the color and 
beauty of Oriental rugs essential to 
their careful selection. 

Kent-Costikyan 

FOUNDED 1886 

*8j FIFTH AVENUE— SIXTH FLOOR 
NEW YORK 

Opposite Public Library 



Fifth Avenue at 46th Street 

Since 1867 the location of Kaskel and Kaskel has 
marked high ride in the mart of fine ami desirable 
merchandise. And for 42 years past the history of 
this firm has marched abreast with that of Fifth 
Avenue. 

As the great world thoroughfare moved its centers 
upward toward Central Park, gathering to itself the 
most distinguished merchant patronage of the earth, 

pruaj. ring with the advanc- 
ing years, so Knskel and 
Kaskel . . . gathering pres- 
tige ami distinguished clien- 
tele . . . moved upward t" 
its present point of vantage 
at 46th Street, where now 
men stop to complete their 
wardrobes with imported 
haberdashery that is not 
found elsewhere. 



Kaskel and Kaskel are pro- 
foundly gratified to be able 
to point this parallel be- 
tween their chronicle of suc- 
cess and the annals of the 
Splendid Avenue. 

NEW YORK CHICAGO 
FRENCH LICK 



PALM BEACH 
SARATOGA 




The New York Trust Company 

Capital, Surplus & Undivided 
Profits - - - - $28,000,000 



100 Broadway 

40th St, & Madison Ave. 57th St. & Fifth Ave. 
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The development of the knitting arts parallels the wonderful growth of Fifth Avenue. The 
humble hand frame of the last century evolved into the many section power machine of today, 
to meet Fifth Avenue's demand for the finest knitted outerwear. 

D. NUSBAUM & COMPANY 

BROOKLYN KNITTING CO. 

New York Salesroom, 347 Fifth Avenue Plant, Union Course, Long Island 
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HOTEL PLAZA 

(The World's Most 
Luxurious Hotel) 

OPENED IX 190? Ill L. HOTEL PLAZA HAS BE- 
COME NEW YoitK-s most important hotel. 

SITUATED AT FIFTY-NINTH STREET. 
WHERE COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 
FIFTH AVENUE MEET. St LINKS. IN IDEAL 
AS WELL AS IN GEOGRAPHY, THE ELEMENTS 
THAT COMPOSE FIFTH AVENUE. 

HOT FX PLAZA 

BETWEEN 5«h AND 59th STREETS 
PACINI? CENTRAL PARK 



FRED STKRRY 
President 



JOHN D. OWEN 
Manager 
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WHEN Peck & Peck 
first came to 181 Fifth 
Avenue, the present 
site of the Flatiron 
Building, horse-cars ran 
on Broadway, and the 
Reservoir was in Bryant 
Park where the New 
York Library now 
stands. 

Of equal importance 
to the growth of Fifth 
Avenue was Peck & 
Peck's contribution of 
fast black stockings to 
the world of fashion. 
Peck & Peck was the 
first stocking house in 
the world to produce 
black stockings that 
would not crock. 




PECK &> PECK 



NEW YORK CHICAGO SOUTHAMPTON 
NEWPORT PALM BLACH MfAM" 
FRENCH LICK 
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Founded in 1S82. as a small business deal- 
ing in first mortgage securities, S. W- 
Straus &. Co. has grown to a national in- 
stitution, with offices in two score cities, 
performing a nationwide service of threefold 
character: 

To the Investor, we offer sound secur- 
ities ;it attractive rates of interest. 



To Borrowers, wc offer capital to 
aid in new construction of the high- 
est class. 

To the General Public, we contribute 
in the Upbuilding and rebuilding of 
our cities, thereby promoting the 
general prosperity and giving em- 
ployment to millions. 

TheStraus Building, at the northeast corner 
of Fifth Avenue and Forty-sixth Street, stands; 
today as a monument to the ideals and the 
ideas on which this business is built. 

S.W.STRAUS &. CO. 

Straus Buildino 
565 Fifth Avenue — at Forty-sixth Street 
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How Men's Styles Have Changed 

Since 1824! 




Revolutionary Changes! Yes, through 
a gradual process of adjusrmenr — just 
such as is still taking place — to de- 
velop clothes that are more and more 
Suitable and Appropriate for the 
Occasion. 

Stadler 6k Stadler Productions set the 
Standard today for Men's Fashion- 
able Clothes of Finest Quality Made 
to Measure. 



Stabler Stadler 

MEN'S TAILORS 

785 FIFTH AVENUE. 59TH ST.. NEW YORK 



The 5cttRAF F T$ Stores 

Fr«nk g. stamick Co. QUALITY FOR QUALITY 



A T eiv York 
141 WEST 42nd STREET, near BROADWAY 
138.142 WEST 43rd STREET, near BROADWAY 
383 FIFTH AVENUE, at 35th STREET 
5 EAST 37th STREET, rear FIFTH AVENUE 
20 WEST 38 th STREET, near FIFTH AVENUE 
1 1 WEST 34th STREET. near FIFTH AVENUE 
15 WEST 34th STREET, near FIFTH AVENUE 

1379 BROADWAY, at 37ih STREET 
62 WEST 23rd STREET, near StXTH AVENUE 
13 EAST 42nd STREET, near FIFTH AVENUE 
16-18 EAST 43rd STREET, near FIFTH AVENUE 
4-6 EAST 36th STREET, near FIFTH AVENUE 
48 BROAD STREET, near WALL STREET 
56 LIBERTY STREET, near BROADWAY 
181 BROADWAY, at CORTLANDT STREET 
35 NASSAU STREET 
46 NEW STREET 

Brooklyn 
416 FULTON STREET 



EaR FY in the century, The Frank 
G, Shattuck Co., opened in the Fifth 
Avenue Section the first Schrafft store. 
Branches were added as the Avenue 
developed. Through the home-like 
atmosphere of its stores, the quality 
of its food, its home-made candies, 
The Schrafft Stores reriect the quality 
that is denoted by the phrase: — Fifth 
Avenue. 
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Shearson, Hammill & Company 

Avtl.' Uptown Office 
Borden* Building 

350 MADISON AVENUE 

Southwest Corner Madison Avenue and 45th Street 



MEM HERS 

New York Slock Exchange New York Coffee and Sugar Exchange New York Cotton Exchange 
Chicago Board of Trade Fifth Avenue Association 




( f HE name of Story d> Clark has been a 
^-^"Vjy synonym for instruments of musical 
worth for nearly 70 years. During the 
greatest years of Fifth Avenue's growth 
to its status as the world's most famous 
thoroughfare, the prestige of Story d> 
Clark has grown. Today a piano bearing 
the name of Story O Clark represents 
the finest achievement in the art— an 
achievement acknowledged in its accept- 
ance by leading musicians and the place it 
occupies in the many thousands of homes 
of those who love music. 



Story & Clark Piano Co, 

33 West 57th Street, New York City 



315-317 So. Wabash Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 



1 105 Chestnur Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 



t^And hading dealers throughout the ccitntry 
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Town & Country 



1846- -1924 



<jrln 1846, when this publication, then called the Home Journal, was founded, the 
J offices were located at 107 Fulton Street, in a two-story business building typical 
of that day. It was the period of cobble stone pavements, rattling stage coaches 
and excursions to the country (!) by way of Bloomingdale Road (Broadway), 
stopping for refreshment at Corporal Thompson's Inn (Fifth Avenue and 
Broadway). 

(IT Throughout these 7R years the Home Journal, now TOWN & COUNTRY, has 
J been continuously identified with the intellectual, social and business life of 
New York — the pioneer of other days, yet the leader today among publications 
having journalistic distinction. 



H. J. WHIG! I AM, 

Editor. 



FRANKLIN COE, 

Publisher. 
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iHIS house was the first Fifth Avenue jewelry store to establish itself 
above 42nd Street, mote than 35 years ago, following the founding 
of the business in Newport. 

We have kept pace with the northward business development of Fifth 
Avenue, until now in 1924, the centenary of this most famous Avenue, 
we are serving the third generation of many of our original customers, in 
our new quarters at 57th Street. 

We invite you to become acquainted with this store devoted to the 
presentation of jewelry and silverware of artistic worth, highest quality, 
and at prices of moderation. 



Jewelers and Silversmiths 
Ftftb ^Ave. &- 57th St. 
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We Have Qrown with Fifth ^Ave. 
for 33 Tears 
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1 AND 4 EAST FORTY-FOURTH STREET NEW YORK 



YOUR NEIGHBOR WISHES YOU WELL! 



On the occasion ol this epoch-making 
celebration 

ZlJCKER 6? JoSEFHY, Inc., 

extend sincere good wishes for the con- 
tinued success of the 

Filth Avenue Merchants. 
To these merchants credit is due for the 
high regard in which Fitth Avenue is 
held by the world — they with their 
innate taste have helped make it the 
center of commerce and art. 




The New Trimmings First" 



Zucker & Joseph y, Inc. 

Flower and Feather Merchants 
20 East 38th Street New York 



A Tradition of a Century 

In Prance, during the reign of Louis XVI, some 
artists who had retained the feeling for craftsmanship 
of the ancient guilds grouped themselves into a small 
organization as makers ot picturc-tramcs and decora- 
tors. 

This small house grew rapidly and under the Third 
Empire, being then already famous, they were entrusted 
with many big; commissions, amongst these the deco- 
rating sind furnishing of the celebrated house of the 
"Paiva," the favorite of Napoleon. This house is 
still in existence to-day and is occupied by a well known 
club of Paris. 

The organization grew and grew, and, having become 
one of the most renowned houses in the world, Opened 
a branch in America in 1 893, one of the first French 
houses to come here. In 1 906, they moved to the upper 
section ot Fifth Avenue, which since has become prac- 
tically the art center of the world. 

They occupy the site of the famous old rectory of 
the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church. 

This is the history of 



ALAVOINE & CO. 

Decorators ami Furnishers 
711 Fifth Avenue 
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History 



it is the sort of competence that fights dust and 
sootiness that lias built up Fifth Avenue. At the 
age ol one hundred note that most of its buildings 
seem to be new. It is their perfect cleanliness 

that gives this appearance. 

The Allied Sandblast Cleaning Company, Allied 
Window and House Cleaning Company, has played 
a large part in keeping this Avenue spic and .span. 

Allied Sandblast Cleaning Co., Inc. 
Allied Window and House Cleaning Co., Inc. 

347 Fifth Avenue 





Arnold 
Constable 
6k Co. 

FIFTH AVE, 
at FORTIETH 
STREET 



CAlmoSl Fifty Years on (he CA venue 

®NE of New York's oldest department 
stores was founded in 1827, by Aaron 
Arnold and George A, Hearn, at Canal and 
Orchard Streets. In 1877 they moved into 
a new budding on FIFTH A VENUE at Nine- 
teenth Street. The change to the present site 
wsis made itl 1915. A complete re-or&aruift- 
tion took: place in 1922, at which, time the 
building and entire business were recon- 
structed fllon^ modern lines. 



185 3 ^ 1924 

71 Years 
of Service 



Fmr generations of ' ' A{w Yorkers ' ' have. purchased 
their 'Books at f Bre>Hano's 

1653 Established by August Breruann — fronr 
srf the old New York Hotel. 

1856 Hallway of the old Revere House, Hous- 
ton Street and Broadway. 

I860 No. 70S Broadway — opposite the old 
New York Hotel. 

1870 West side of Union Square. 

1907 No. 225 Fifth Avenue — site of the old 
Brunswick Hotel, 



BRENTANO'S 

225 Fifth Avenue, New York 

WASHINGTON CHJCAGO LONDON fAKlS 




servicE Over 100 Years 

More Than a Century Ago 
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and Five Years Ago. 

TAHL.15HF.D li A R B EIT, 



JuiT OKI' FtPTH AVEN'L'F, 

In did Sincl-ue Holme. 
shortly -after the Civil 
War, wai opened t h-c 
Company's first UptOfftt 
store 

Toihiy, operated by the 
successors of tbc ori tin i'. 
YVm. l-lmri L: , 2'> ln.irn 
nrc listed in the telephone 
book. 




Sinclair House 



BARRETT, NEPHEWS & CO. 

OLD STATEN ISLAND DYKING ESTABLISHMENT 
INC. 



3Portrate m ipfjotograpfjg 

PAST AND PRESENT 

Recalling 

the aristocracy of old New York 
are our portraits that delighted 
nineteenth century society. 

The Character 

of the former generation is renewed 
in this. 

Incidentally — 

Quality in photographs is akin 
to quality in character. Each is 
the product of its maker. 



Curtt* ?Bcll, 2fni\ 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
620 Fifth Avenue New York 



ESTATES BY CONTRACT* 




^oState shall p>a S5 
a ny Jaw impairing 
the obligation of- 




Tyler Hewett Bennett 

Estate Engineer and Economist 

The stability of Life Insurance Guaranteed 
Estates means stability of the Caittal Fund, 
together with Irreducible, Guaranteed, monthly 
Incomes through two, three or perhaps four gen- 
erations. Capital distributed as you elect. No 
depreciation; No Inheritance or Income Taxes, 
cither Federal or State. 

It is not unlikely that such an estate Created Now, 
may endure until 2024, thus keeping stable the 
local, social, educational and economic environ- 
mental stimuli tor self, wife, children and grand- 
children. This service for years has been rendered 
merchants in the Fifth Avenue Zone. 
An interview may prove of priceless value to your 
familv — and vou. 



501 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 




- • 






THE 

Brunswick Building 

is a center in New York City for out-of-town 
and resident buyers. Its list of occupants is 

FIFTH AVENUE'S INDEX 

to the Nation's Commerce. 

The BRUNSWICK BUILDING 

22$ FIFTH AVENUE 





HISTORY IS BEGUN 

EACH DAY 
* 

The remarkable commercial 
growth of Fifth Avenue dur- 
ing the twentieth century has 
witnessed, necessarily, a cor- 
responding realty develop- 
ment. 

We feel keenly the privilege 
that is ours in helping also 
to shape tomorrow's history. 



BRADY & BOWMAN, Inc. 

'Real Sstate brokers 

550 MADISON AVENUE 



HOTEL BREVOORT 

FIFTH AVENUE 

HOTEL LAFAYETTE 

UNIVERSITY PLACE 



RAYMOND ORTEIG, Inc. 



The Hotel Brevoort is a landmark 
on historic Fifth Avenue, and a 
favorite hostelry with discrimi- 
nating guests of today. 

An atmosphere of hospitality is 
still found and cherished in the 
above two hotels. 




For marly a Decade, afex doors wejl of 
Fifth Avenue 




No. i East Fourteenth 
Street on the northeast 
corner of Fifth Avenue, 
the home of the Central 
Mercantile Bank is, his- 
torically, one of the most 
interesting corners in New 
York. 

Part of the old Brevoort 
estate, a parcel of some 
twenty -two acres Lying 
between Fourteenth and 
Sixteenth Streets, pui- 
'~^£gif*^ chased from the estate in 
' " 1762 by one John Smith, 

was resold in 1788 to Henry Spingler for one 
hundred and fifty pounds sterling. 

Today, one hundred anil thirty-six years 
later, the plot on the corner, 44' x 1 29' occu- 
pied and owned by the bank is assessed at 
5,000.00, a figure strikingly indicative of 
the progress of the district. 

THE CENTRAL MERCANTILE 
BANK OF NEW YORK 

Fourteenth Street at Fifth Avenue - New York 



DAVID H KNOTT 
CkiirittaM of Tht Beuri 



C. STANLEY MITCIiKLL 
Praidtni 
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SXCLUSIVE Z> DISTINCTIVE 
FOOTWEAR 

for 
WOMEN 

CAM MEYER 

branch f)e £uxc 

677-71/16 Avenue 

j&etween 53r<d and 34 ih Streets 



£3 



42 nd Street Office 

w here 42nd Street, Manhattan's main 
crosstown artery, crosses Madison 
Avenue-near the Grand Centra] Ter- 
minal— you will find our completely 
equipped Uptown Office. 

For your convenience this office extends 
to you the same organization, experience 
of 60 years and facilities for the efficient 
dispatch of your banking and trust prob- 
lems as our main office. 



CentralUnion Trust Gdmpany 
of N ew York 

80 BSOADWAV, tftVf YORK 
PLAZA OFFICE 4.1*11 ST. OFFICE 

FiltliAvc. &6otiiSt, .Mudisan AvcA:4ind£t. 



Capital, Surplus and Ufi divided frefitsfter ^zMif/icn TinHat 



J-fotel Qhatham 

The Tradition of Good Taste 



Notions of what is luxurious, what is 
beautiful, have been inherited from past 
ages. To these, rhe Hotel Chatham has 
added the exclusivelv modern features of 
ideal appointments, unusually light and 
airy rooms, beautifully furnished. 

1-ocated a short distance east of Fifth 
Avenue, this hotel is within easy access 
of the hest shops, clubs, theaters, rhat 
make up the spirit of the Metropolis. 

A notable feature of the Hotel Chatham 
is its restaurant, which has earned an en- 
viable reputation tor the excellence ot its 
food and the efficiency of its service. 



HOTEL CHATHAM 
48th Street at Vanderbilt Avenue 
In the Heart of Cultured Manhattan 



100 Years Old 

is Fifth Avenue— but the Algerian 
Bruyere Root out of the finest selec- 
tions of which is fashioned the world 
famous 

DUNHILL PIPE 

must be several hundred years old to 
pass our expert examiners — this is 
one of the reasons why Dunhill Fipes 
are universally acknowledged as the 
World's Best.' 

The Dunhill Retail 
Establishment 

at 

4jd Street and Fifth Avenue 

offers a large selection of shapes of 
Dunhill Pipes and a marvelous as- 
sortment of unique and beautiful 
Smokers' Accessories from all parts 
of the old world. 



'HE growth of this business has been coinci- 
dent with the development of the Fifth and Park 
Avenue Business and Residential sections. 

Intimate familiarity, 
financial history and 
tendencies as well as the 
social and business 
changes by which Real 
Estate values are 
affected, have been ac- 
quired by the concentra- 
tion of all the activities 
of this organization oil 
properties within the 
zone east and south of 
Central Park. 

Suck Specialization 

permits the 
offering of a service 
quite unique in 
Jg hs field, 

QougksLEHiniaiiECo. 

i 5 EAST <9ih STREET PLAZA •>iaO 

RFAI, F.STATF. INSURANCE MANAGEMENT 
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The Hundredth ^Birthday 

Of Fifth Avenue sees uptown 
branch banking an estab- 
lished tact, upon which much 
of New York's commerce is 
dependent. 

This Company was one of 
the first to enter the uptown 
section, thus equipping it for 
that business development 
which has since vindicated 
its judgment. 

SEntjm? (Eru^t (Eamjiuntj 

5S0 FIFTH AVENUE 
Corner 47th Street 
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For nearly a quarter of & rentury the KURT HI GALLERIES have bwn 
connects*] with Filth Avt-nue. Thi* firm was one of t\w Hr<*t tu mvw u|> to i\w 
42d Stmt ilkirirt. In the early pari of (he century tiuy were located at 
46-^ Fifth Avenue, anrl appreciatine the ftaVantmgH of xiptie-r Fifth Avriun'. 
in 191 J the firm moved to their present buildini? ai No. 707. Ths policy of 
the Eljrfch (tileries since it wan- established ha.* bcih W flol in piiintinga. hy 
''Old Masters" of the foreipn schools a.* well a« Early Americans, 

THE EHRICH GALLERIES 

707 FIFTH AVENUE, at 55th Street 



A His ton* in 
Portrait P h o tograp h y 

It has been the privilege of Edward 
F. Foley CO photograph the eminent 
men and women who have helped to 
make Fifth Avenue. 



Established on Fifth Avenue since 1S99, 
lulwanl F. Foley has brought )wirtr;iit 
photography to .1 new standard by com- 
bining oritrinulity of interpretation with 
moderation of price. 



LDV/ARD FRfMRIC FOLEY 
PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER 
365 FIFTH AVtHLE. 
AT id STREET ffLW YORK 

Palm Bench Watch Hill 






677 Fifth Avenue, New York 
(On llie site of the old Cornelius Vanderbilt mansion) 

LES I'AKFUMS JDKS JAKD1XS DE 

FIORETixc. 

"Parfims it DisiimtSm" 
8, Rue Ybiy, Neuilly, Paris 



Fashion's Progress 

A decade ago Frances & Company, dressmakers, 
had their establishment in what is now the lobby 
of the I'alace Theatre. 

It was ■ year later, when rhey moved into Forty- 
sixth Street, west of Fifth Avenue, that they sur- 
prised New York by erecting a stage to show their 
creations, 

The fashion world moved northward. In 19151 
Trances & Company moved into the heart of it, 
recreating the building at 10 West ;6th Street 
into a dress salon which is conceded to be one of 
the most exclusive in the world. 

UJmimaken 

tO WEST 66 ™ STREET 



George A. Fuller Building 

Twenty-third Street 
Fifth Avent'e and Broadway 



The Hub of 
Fifth zjtvenue 

/~"\N the lower half of what 
is now the "Flat Iron 

Building" stood for many 
years the Hotel Saint Ger- 
main. It was said, in those 
days, that "one standing long 
enough on Fifth Avenue and 
Twenty-third Street, might 
meet everybody in the world." 

In 1902 The Fuller Building, 
a pioneer in Architectural 
styles, was erected on this 
site. Today, as then, it is 
the most important apex on 
Manhattan. 





Hie list of our distinguished patrons irv 
the Eighty two years past is truly a social 
register, including Presidents of U.S. .Embassa- 
dors, Senators. Governors. Mayors and the 
scions of the oldest Fifth zivehue families- 



Sof t ^^tt^ke, 3tK. 

*V Pioneer Optica! House of 
NEW YORK 



1642 - 1657 17 Division St 
1857 - 1866 172 Bowery 
1862 " Broadway and Ann St. 
under old Barnum Museum 
1869 - 1906 21 Union Square 

1903 -1912 I West42 n - d 5t. 
1912 - 1922 5 West 42 n - d St. 
1922 Present sddress 7 E.48- h St. 



7 East 482 St. 

just East of Fifth j4ve. 





18 %4 f\j9%4T^ 



The Core of the Avenue's 
Growth 



DURING the Garfield administra- 
tion, when New York's mer- 
chants were centered below Twenty- 
third Street, they needed, if business 
growth was to continue, constructive 
banking assistance. To meet this 
situation, the Garfield National Bank 
was established in 188 1. 

Since its inception the Garfield 
National Bank has fostered sound 
commercial growth in its section, 
permitting it to become one of the 
chiet business centers. 



Garfield National Bank 

FIFTH AVENUE 

Wtisre :3d Slrtrt crosses Broadway 
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Jfaghty Oaks from little Acorns^ 



TOTAL RESOURCES 

-in igio • • • $300,000.00 
Today ■ • $20,943,306.00 



the Gotham National Bank 

OF NEW YORK 

At Columbus Circle 



HANAN SHOES 



r J~ A HE bourne whence American 
fashions flow is world-famous 
Fifth Avenue. With four Hanan 
Shops situated on Fifth AAenue 
and with establishments in Paris 
and London, we uphold the 
Hanan reputation for priority 
of style just as firmly as wc 
maintain the Hanan tradition for 
superiority of workmanship. 



HANAN & SON 

411 Fifth Avusw 516 Fimi Avi:.vuu 6£4 Fifth Avknce 718 Fifth Avewve 
.-iff J Seven Oshcr JV» York Sko$$ 



The 

Heckscher Foundation 
for Children 

At 104th Street on Fifth Avenue 
will enthusiastically co-operate with the 

Fifth Avenue Association 

in another century of worth-while service. 

Our sole aim: 
To bring happiness to childhood 
and to 

Give Each Child a Chance 






' I 'I IE story of Fifth Avenue is the story of 
[ Jaeger. The Company was founded in 
1 88b. It was five years later in 1891 that 
it made its first appearance on the Avenue at 
Number 176. Jaeger was then, as it is today, 
a shop specializing entirely in [00% wool gar- 
ments of quality and fashion, 
As the tide of business swept northward. 
Jaeger, temporarily lured into West 23d Street, 
returned in 1903 to 306 Fifth Avenue near 3 id 
Street. This continued to be its principal 
New York location until September of the 
present year, when another thoroughly modern 
establishment was opened at 590 Fifth Avenue, 
between 47th and 48th Streets. 

Jaeger -Specialists in oApparel of Fine W qqI 
306 Fifth Avenue 590 Fifth Avenue 

NEW YORK BOSTON 
CHICAGO PHILADELPHIA SAN FRANCISCO 



40 Years on 
Fifth Avenue 

T^QRTY years ago. Fifth Avenue was 
JF theup-town home of exclusiveness and 
wealth. Today, it is the main artery of 
one of the busiest commercial districts in 
the world. 

Irving-Columbia has been an active factor 

in the marvelous business development of 
this section throughout this period. In 
1884, its first office on "the Avenue" was 
established. Now, it has four complete 
Banking Offices to serve this Mid-Town 
neighborhood. 

Irving Bank-Columbia 
Trust Company 

Mid-Town Offices: Fifth Avenue at Jid Street 
Fifth Avenue at 34th Street 
E. 41a St., opp. Gtand Central 
Park Avenue at 43th Street 



Where 45th Street crosses Fifth Avenue 

'The Spirit of The <~Avenue 

Fifth Avenue is more than what grew from the 
architect's blueprints, the builder's brick and 
mortar, the engineer's steel and concrete. Fifth 
Avenue of today is a beautiful living thing, puls- 
ing with the spirit of Service that dwells behind 
the crystal panes and grilled portals of its great 
stores and smart shops. 
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Since 1863, when Hugojaeckel opened his fur shop 
on Prince Street, he and his sons have followed the 
northward march of New York's business life. And 
when they heard the call of the Avenue, it was in 
191 9, they came— the ir spirit of service hadanswercd. 

H. Jaeckel & Sons 

546 Fifth Avenue 



J AY-THORPF. — and Fifty-Seventh Street 

Kvek before Fifty-Seventh Street be- 
came universally recognized as the 
center of the smartest feminine mode, 
Jay-Thorpe had arrived to set the pace 
for Fiftv-Seventh Street. 
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t'tr s/(}f}*p ftniise 
sfood at o2l fT-tj-tf tTfvenue. between 
'^7/nrty i><fcand and £Jiiirty£/fnni '•.Wix'ety. 

On tluit site uto ere 
' White marhic huitdit 
it (tas been our 



•exited (7 beaurdiif 
■it'tyf and since 'Mau 1.901 
business homo. 



Chat was twenty years tJ^S). £eforv tfte 

so Gaffed uptown mottemonf began and* 

since t/iett C?iftf\ Avenue bus become t/ie 
greatest ano! finest- rota// business street 
of ibie C Hirstern ^7/em/spbefv 

maintain lite prestige o/ O^i/d/i, 
^/{ucrtae is a dufy and a j}ri(ii/e\<fe~. 

^S> f?^?dg'v oursebjes bo guard urtj 
cherisd tfte good name oj- $tmA Sffivnue. 
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etvellers 



Three Generations of Pioneers 

HALF a century ago, at Grand and Eklridge 
Streets, then the center of fashion, 
Michael Kurzman established the millinery and 
ladies' apparel business which bears his name. 
In 1906 his sons, foreseeing the commercial 
development of the uptown section, moved to 
Filth Avenue. 

At the southeast corner of Fifth Avenue and 
36th Street the third generation, having 
brought the business to a foremost position 
in the field of fashion, retains the high Kurzman 
tradition. 

Of historical interest is the fact that the House 
of Kurzman, during three successive national 
administrations, served the occupants of the 
White House, as well as the society leaders of 
Washington and New York. 



1 




Qentury of 'Progress 

The rapid growth of uptown business 
centers stands out as one of the most 
significant facts in connection with the 
development of Fifth Avenue during the 
past hundred years. 

To meet this expanding volume of up- 
town business, this Institution offers the 
complete banking facilities of a home 
office located in the uptown district. 

Personal, firm anil corporation 
accjjuntn are cordially invi(ed. 

LIBERTY NATIONAL BANK 
in NEW YORK 

156 West 57th Street 



(Before Twiddle (Road 
ecamt- lijth Jk 
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A CENTURY ago the present sire of the 
Fifth Avenue office of Manufacturers Trust 
Company at Forty-third Street was part of die 
Isaac Burr farm "away out" on Middle Road. 
Fourteen years later Fifth Avenue was opened 
past Forty-third Street. Then came Willow Tree 
Inn, Tyson's meat market, the Crystal Palace — 
each in the vicinity of Forty-third Street and each 
adding its bit of fame to that of the Avenue. 

New times have come — old landmarks are gone. 
Now at Forty-third Street, Manufacturers Trust 
Company faithfully reflects the spirit of modern 
Fifth Avenue. 



FIFTH AVENUE OFFICE 

Manufacturere £nisr Company 

5'3 Fifth Ave., corner 43rd St. 
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jfassfjton ?M 3t£ 
pacfegrounb 

There is a certain grace, a certain exclu- 
sivencss, denoted in the word — "fashion." 

Fifth Avenue, through its century of his- 
tory, has been Fashion's ideal background, 
iflatson g-iiltotie, season by season 
throughout its twenty-eight years, has 
originated and introduced from Paris the 
smartest and most distinguished modes in 
Gowns, Furs and Wraps. It has been 
worthy of the section in which it has grown. 

America's Fashion Emporium 

60-62-64 West 57th Street 
New York 



1780 1924 
The Methodist Book Concern 

PRINTERS BINDERS PUBLISHERS 

founded »t 44 John Street 
May, 1?80 




THE OLDEST PUBLISHING HOUSE IN AMERICA 
AND THE LARGEST PUBLISHER OF RELIGIOUS 
LITERATURE (N THE WORLD 




METROPOLITAN TRUST COMPANY 
of the City of New York 

SAmueL MeROBERTS 
President 



Resources over 
120 Broadway 



550,000,000 
716 Fifth Avenue 



C^or many centuries 

Silks have graced, in costume 
or drapery, the festival event. 
Now they do homage to this, 
the Centenary of New York's 
proudest thoroughfare. In the 
Primrose Silk Stores — at the 
very centre of the Avenue's 
business activities — they bril- 
liantly exemplify the modes 
of 1924 

TPrimro^e^ilk^tore^ 

Silks Exclusively 

FIFTH AVENUE AT THIRTY-EIGHTH STREET 
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Fifth Avenue 

The World's Greatest 
Thoroughfare 

( r/f OR three generations we have suc- 
cessfully, in the interest of our 
clients, bought, sold and leased business 
and residential properties on and adjacent 
to Fifth Avenue. 

We ate pioneer btokers in promoting the 
modem apartment home on residential 
Fiftli Avenue. 

We congratulate the Fifth Avenue Associa- 
tion upon their slogan 

"Whatever Helps Fifth '^Avenue 
Helps Mew York " 

Be Elliman 

34U Madison Avenue. NX- Tel Murray Hill B2BQ 



William C, Demurest, Pres. 

5 o 9 FIFTH AVENUE 
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60 Liberty Street 



509 Fifth Avenue 



OPERATORS 

AND 

DEVELOPERS 

OF 

REAL ESTATE 

including 

01HLBH 

Jon CKUOOND 



In 28 Years \over 24,000 Real Estate Transactions 



Dedicated to the memory of Theodore Roosevelt 
The one-hundredth birthday of Fifth 
Avenue does not merely complete a 
century. It begins a new one. 
The Roosevelt likewise begins a new 
century in hotel ideals. 
Private Ituoi Gardens Teddy Bear Cave tar Children 
The RmKVeit Grill with Hen Hemic 
and his Roosevelt Orchestra 
Direct Underground Parage u> Grand Centra] Terminal 

THE ROOSEVELT 

MADISON AVENUE AND FORTY -FIFTH STREET 
Edwaki> QUMSQM 1'olu, AfjfUEj'n; Director 




garner of Paris on Fifth Avenue 
Devoted to Fine Furs 



'URevillon, Fr&res 

FIFTH AVENUE 
[al 53rd Street 
NEtV YORK 




The history of RF.VIl.LON FRF. RES 
covers two centuries of world trading. 
Their first establishment in New York 
was in the downtown district. Gradually 
following the fine shopping center on its 
movement North, they finally located, in 
1 91 5, at their present building, 670 Fifth 
Avenue, corner 53d Street. 

In these beautiful surroundings are sold 
only the finest garments in Fur and Cloth, 
made according to the latest models of 
Paris designers and couturiers. 







SarnofF & Co. 

362 FIFTH AVE. - NEW YORK CITY 
I 5 

The Newest "Fifth Avenue" Establish- 
ment with the Best "Fifth Avenue' 
Traditions 

It is the good fortune o£ Sarnoff 's 
to make its debut on "The 
Avenue" in time to figure in its 
centennial celebration. This es- 
tablishment fully recognizes its 
responsibility to its distinguished 
neighbors, and is definitely com- 
mitted to the best traditions of 
the Avenue a hundred years old. 

DRESSES GOWNS SUITS 

COATS WRAPS FURS 

SPORTSWEAR MILLINERY 





FJUR successive jieneratioris of New Yorkers have shurtil 
the wonders of the sreat Schwara Toy establishment. 
The first F. A. O. Schwari shop was opened in 1870 at 
765 Broadway, opposite A, T. Stewart's. Three times in rhu 
past half century the jrrnwth of the Schwnrz business com- 
pelled removal to larger quarters— in 1880 to 42 East 
14th Street, in ISSfi to 35-41 West 23rd Street, anil in 1909 
to our present location, 5th Avenue at 31st Street, where 
60.000 square feet of ltoor space art utilized. 

F. A. O. SCHWARZ 

''The Home of Toys" 
Fifth Avenue Corn-er of Thirty-First Street 





SIXTY- FIVE 

YEARS 

of 

STYLE 
QUALITY 
SERVICE 



J-J Slater 

+13 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 
M&N'S SHOP UPTOWN 5H0F 

519 FIFTH AVENUE 15 EAST 37th STREET 
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Stain 8 Stainc 



13 and ISlfetSTthStivct 



Since its inception in 33d Street in 1894 the 
house of Stcin^ ©laifie has twice moved 
northward with the \&nguard of Fifth Avenue 
always maintaining the high standard 
originally established --~ ~~ — 
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The 
SPALDING 
BUILDING 
Fifth Avenue 
at 4jtl Street 



A. G. SPAI.IUNf. St RRO<. I "i 1 ..:- I ,,- -, i 1,-niiiicl with Fifth Ave- 
nue for upwards of 15 >e;r*. 

Now. as when first established, it is representative of (he uHtmflle 
in everything for the oui-of-doorv— Women's Country Clothes, 
Men 1 * Country Clothes, Polo and Saddlery. Boys' and Girls' School 
and College and Camp Departments, Athletic Goods. 

In the htrirt of the sboppini district, and easily accessible to Hatch. 
RlQtoad Terminals, and Theatres. Spaldines rightly serve as head- 
quarters for all followers of the Great outdoors, 



Stewarts Co. 

Correct Jlpparei forWomen Jitiss es 
Fifth Avenue at 37rh Street 
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SHOP whose prestige and dominance 
in the field of fashion is ;ls much in the 
foreground of Fifth Avenue as that of 
Fifth Avenue is in the foreground of 
the world. 
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Fifth Avenue, with its century-old traditions, 
forms a fitting location, indeed, for the House 
of Vivaudou, with its age-old history as one of 
the leading perfumery and toiletries' establish- 
ments in France. 

The famous Vivaudou salon on Rue Royale in 
Pans sends affectionate congratulations to its 
American reproduction at 469 Fifth Avenue — 
and to all who are maintaining the fame and 
prestige of that wonderful thoroughfare. 

VIVAU DOU- 





The development of Fifth Avenue has 
been largely the result of Civic planning, 
in which the Fifth Avenue Association 
and the Realty Interests of New York 
have played a most prominent part. 

Our modest share in the creation of the 
"Greater" Fifth Avenue section of today 
is part of the history of the World's 
Greatest "Avenue of Opportunities." 

Our organization, our service and our 
vision are pledged to a continuance of 
this healthy growth. 

THOENS & Ft-AUN LAC HER 

Real Estate 

25 VcstTmnTT-THiRD Street 
New-York 





In all the one hundred years during 
which Fifth Avenue has been •Jy'nj. 
distinction to the City of New York it 
has been graced by no nobler or more 
conspicuous structure than the Flatiron 
Building, located at the intersection of 
Broadway and Twenty-third Street, the 
most famous tenant in which, since iRSi, 
is the United Cigar Stores Company of 
America, an international enterprise now 
embracing a chain of thousands of retail 
stores. 



AS WE COMPLETE THIS RECORD OF 
THE REPRESENTATIVE FORCES EM- 
BRACED IN' THE FIFTH AVE SUE SECTION. 
IN 1924, IT IS PROPER TO ACKNOWLEDGE 
THAT, IN A LARGE MEASURE. THESE 
MEN AND THESE INSTITUTIONS HAVE 
MADE POSSIBLE A GREATER FIFTH AVE- 
NUE BUILT UPON THE TRADITIONS AND 
STANDARDS OF THE OLD. 

THEY. TOGETHER WITH OTHER MEM- 
BERS, HAVE STRONGLY SUPPORTED THE 
ORGANIZED CIVIC EFFORT, WHICH WAS 
ENTRUSTED TO THE FIFTH AVENUE 
ASSOCIATION", FOR THE MAINTENANCE 
AND ENHANCEMENT OF FIFTH AVENUE 
IDEALS. 

WITH THEIR CONTINUED AID AND THE 
COOPERATION OF AN EVER-GROWING 
MEMBERSHIP. WE PLEDGE OURSELVES 
TO INCREASED CIVIC ENTERPRISE. SO 
THAT THE FIFTH AVENUE OF TOMORROW 
WILL BE GREATER EVEN" THAN THE 
FIFTH AVENUE OF TODAY. 

This space is Ihe contribution of 
a member of the Fifih Avenue 
Association. 
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New York's Centennial Store 

JOHN WANAMAKER — Formerly A, T. Stewart 

Stands on the Old <l(andaU Farm from which Fifth odvettue Started 100 yean ago 
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FIFTH AVENUE'S starting point at Washington Square 
was on the old Randall Farm. The Farm, then valued at 
about £5,000, extended to Astor Place. On this historic 
ground A. T. Stewart erected in 1362 the store which brought 
him world fame and made him New York's first great merchant. 

Stewart earlier had built other stores — on lower Broadway. 
His first store was at 283 Broadway, opposite Washington 
Hall. This was opened in 1823. Stewart's — now Wanamaker's 
— is therefore New York's first Centennial Srore of its kind, 
still in business and thriving over a hundred years. 

John Wanamaker with principles of his own began his 
pioneer work in American store keeping in 1861. He and 
Stewart were friends. Their business minds ran in accord. 
Honest goods and advertising. One price to all. Privilege of 
returning merchandise. Courtesy and complete satisfaction to 
the customer. Just rewards to workers whether In mill orstore. 
These and other steps of progress were taken in business 
largely through the vision and tenacity of John Wanamaker 
and A. T. Stewart. It was only natural that John Wanamaker 
should take over the Stewart business in New York, when the 



JOHN WANAMAKER newyork 





way opened. It was inevitable that he would not only continue 
the Stewart heritage in New York, but enrich and enlarge it. 

Today, where two great buildings stand at Astor Place, orv 
stood before on the old Randall Farm from which Fifth 
Avenue began. The largerWanamakcr building is being made 
still larger by a $3,000,000 expansion to meet the cver-increas* 
ing business. 

It is more than a coincidence that as A. T. Stewart's resi- 
dence Stood at 34th &_ Fifth Avenue, now the Irving [Sank — 
Columbia Trust Company, so the residence of the present 
owner ot the Wanamaker business stands at the corner of 
Fifth Avenue and Washington Square at one boundary of the 
old Randall Farm, and the Wanamaker Store, itself, with the 
old A. T. Stewart building as part of it, stands at AstOT Place, 
the othet boundary of Randall Farm, out of which walked 
Fifth Avenue a hundred years ago. 

And now New York's Centennial Store is in Its first year of 
the second century of progress. It has all the vigor, daring 
and enthusiasm of youth, with the ripened experience, know- 
ledge and intuition of a century of service. 
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PRINTISO CAR A3 IT HITP.ARED AT THE CABLE JVBH.EE. SEPTEMBER 1. IB5S, WITH EOe'S PRESSED, 
BEING WORKEO HY TTIR PRINTERS 0? WVKKOTP, BAUEStBRCK * THOMAS'S ESTABLISHMENT 

THE PMNTl.tG TRUCK. IN THE TELECRAl'HIC i'ROCESSlON" 

OtCE of th* principal and most attractive features in. the prcat municipal procession on the telegraph juldlce 
of September 1st wa* the massive truck, twenty feel Ions by ten broau. on which Hoe's printing presses and 
an aid hand press were kept At work during the entire passage, of the great cortrse. 

This truck was supplied by Messrs. Hoe to the New York Typographical Society. And was drann by eifcht 
powerlui horses. The men were from the wetl-known establishment of Messrs. Wynkoop. HaUenbeek A." 
Thomas, whose primers ^miel ulT thousands of impressions of brief histcries-of the tcieejaph, Mrs. Stephens' 
Ode. &c, from one of the celebrated cylinder presses, and distributed t'lem amons the- multitude. 

[ Fkom Frjol Ltil&s tttmtmM Xm'jiaprr, Sept. 25, 185!!] 



Providing an exceptional and everwidening printing service in New York for 
sixty-eight years is no mean accomplishment. 

From presses as pictured above to our presses which produced in colors this pictorial- 
historical story of Fifth Avenue, is a noteworthy development in the printing industry. 

Not only do we print such books as this: In our organization there are a number of 
men, thoroughly trained consultants, competent to prepare plans for advertising and 
selling campaigns, and to advise in all matters relating to letter-press or offset printing — 
from leaflets to board-bound volumes. 

The prize cover design in eight colors, on this book, is from our offset presses. 

Robert B. Hamilton 

of our staff, who supervised the details of this centennial production, will esteem it a 
privilege to serve those to whom such assistance as described above, appeals. 



WYNKOOP HALLENBECK CRAWFORD CO. 

PRINTING HEADQUARTERS 
sc LAFAYETTE STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
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